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MARIA ANmiNETTE JOSEPHS 

JEANNE, 

• M 
• " . I . 

42U££K OF FRAKCE AN1> VaVARREj AND 
▲RCU-BUCHESS OF At^STRIA. 

X HE fate of the Austrian famUv lias been 
particularly sin^uls^. After having acquired 
*great glor^ under' CfiMes V. and Ferdinand II. 
its destruction would have been inevitable, 
had it not been averted by the valour of John 
Sobieskl, kitig x)f Poland. It was humbled at 
•oiie period by the aspiring genius of the truly • 
great Gustavus Adolphus; and; but f6r thie 
•successes of Marlbdrough and the wealth of 
England, it might have beeri partitioned at 
another- 

rou^ II. 3 Maria 



2 THE FEMALE PLUTARCH. 

^aria Theresa, whom the Hungarians, pre- 
ferring the lance to the distaff, would acknow* 
ledge by no other appellation than that of king, 
by her intrepidity and genius rescued thegreater 
part of her dominions from a formidable rival. 
Although her imperial majesty had lost Silesia, 
in consequence of a war, which may be consi- 
dered as a commentary written in blood by Fre- 
deric the Great on his Anti-Machiavel, yet she 
temained in such a formidable position, as to be 
enabled to act an important part in the affairs 
of Europe. 

The only error of her long and brilliaiit reign, 
with which her contemporaries reproach her me- 
mory, was the' first partition of Poland. It is, 
however, to be remembered, that the plan of 
this shameful and impolitic transaction was in- 
vented by the cabinet of Berlin, and ap- 
proved of by the cabinet of St. Petersbuig^ 
before it was laid before this princess; who 
bad no othet choice left but to combat two 
powerful neighbours, to see then^ quietly ag- 
jiprandised at the expence of a third state, or 
to share with them the spoils. 

She was the mother of a numerous offspring, 
of whom she, beheld at her death one son, king ^ 
of Jbbe Romans, another grand duke 9f Tus- 
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cany, ^md a third elector of Cologne. The 
female branches of her family interfnarned 
with the <:hief princes of the continent; ^nd^ 
ki some measure, regulated the destiny of 
France, Spain, and the two Sicilies^ 

From such a mother descended the arch- 
ducifess Maria Antoinette Josephe Jeanne* She 
was bom at Vienna on tlie Sd of November, 
1755; and married on the 16th of May, 1770, 
to Louis XVI. then the dauphin of France, 
«nd nearly of her own age. This marriage 
was considered as die most prudent and auspi- 
cious for* France which could have been con- 
tracted. By it hopes were entertained that all 
former rivalry between Austria and France 
would cease, and it seemed the harbinger of 
peace and felicity. " It was scarcely possible,'* 
says an elegant author, "* ** that France again 
Aould be engaged in a continental war. Be- 
sides the dowry of her beauty and virtue, she 
brought to the khigdom the fair portion of 
perpetual peace witii that formidable and hos- 
tile power, betwixt which and France an ani- 
mosity, kindled centuries before, and frequent- 
ly maintained- with bitterness and rancour, iiud 

* Stt WUde^i Address to the Fricads of the People, p. 9. 
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4I rained the best blood ^f both countries, an4 
deFoFraed the face of -all Europe. This vio* 
Jence^ was now to expire for ever upon .the ]ip» 
<if beauty, and this fortunate woman was to 
compose the tumult of nations with her 
•mile." ^ 

This nuptial celebration^ so auspicious in 
its political results, was attended with an acci- 
dent which embittered enjoyment, and gave 
j-ise, in the minds of the superstitious and ig- 
norant, to doleful presages, which the thunder* 
storni at hcS** arrival at Versailles did hot di« 
minish^ and which time too fatally verified. 
A superb firework was prepared in the Place 
^f Louis XV. (on the very spot where the 
ting and. queen, twenty-three years afterwards, 
"Were murdered) and the concourse of specta- 
tors was so prodigious, that in one of the ad- 
jacent streets a great number of persons were 
squeezed and trampled to death.- The city was 
filled with consternation, and mourning suc« 
ceeded to the general joy. 

The benevolence and magnanimity of the 
royal couple were on this occasion advantage- 
ously and honourably displayed, Louis sent 
to the lieutenant erf police six thousand livres 
{2501), the sum allotted for his private ex« 

pences,' 
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pences, and the only money he then could 
dispose of, accompanied with the foliowiBf 
note: •* I liave heard of the misfortune which 
has arisen from my marriage, and am pene«* 
trated "with grief. I have just received from 
ihe king my monthly allowance of pocket 
money; no more is at my disposal: I transmit 
'it to you^ distribute it amongst the most un>> 
fortunate." Maria Antoinette not having m^re 
than one hundred and ten louis in cash, sent 
them, together with a ring valued at five times 
that sum, in* an aneoyroous note written by 
•ne of her attendantsi'. to relieve in some part 
the distress #f the suifeienk Tli# donor was 
however discovered by<. the police, and report- 
ed to Louis XV. who presented his amiable 
gmnd-daughtep with, a diamond much more 
Taluable.*^ These interesting actions made 
ebarity fS^ushionable, and a liberal ^subscriprion 
was speedily raised.. 

The beauty and beneficence of the dauphi* 
ness and her consort rendered them so ex* 
U^mely popular, that the enthusiasm of loyalty 
amounted almost to idolatry. On their first 
appearance in Paris, the garden of the Thuil* 

* Anecdotes des.FeixuDM Marquantes, vol. i. page 6. 

B 3 leriei 



\ 



6 ' THE^FEMALE PLUTARCH. 

leries was filled with an immense crowd, who 
beheld them with insatiate eyes, who exhaust* 
ed themselves in benedictionfi; and when wea* 
riness compelled the royal visitants to retire, 
deplored theirabsence as a privation of felicity. 
Their behaviour on this, and every otlier oc^ 
casion of appearing in public^ increased the 
popular predilection. Nor were the more so* 
li4 virtues wanting to complete their title t# 
admiration: their charitable and noble dis- 
position shewed itself in numerous acts, whick 
obtained general applause and admiration* 

On the 10th of May, 1774» Louis XVL 
SQOceeded bis grandfather uponr the throne 
ef France* and Navarre, and Maria Antoi» 
Bette was saluted a queen. As, during 
the latter part of his reign, Louis XV. had 
been surrounded by mistresses and courte- 
sans, the queen passed tl)e four first years 
of her residence in France chiefly in re- 
tirement with her husband, and some pure- 
and select friends of both sexes. To this 
may in part be ascribed her fondness' for pri- 
vate, societies, in preference to public companies, . 
and engaged her to change several rules in the 
former etiquettes of queens; which procured 
the vain and pfesumptuous means of bo^t* 

ing 
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ing of a famiUarity; "which few could contra- 
dict, and gave full scope t6 the reports of 
calumny^ supported by envy, malice, and dis- 
appointment. / 

No queen of France was ever more popular 
than ' Maria Antoinette, at th^ asc^eneion of 
LouiB XV L The French nation, loni; indigo* 
ftant (of at least pretending to be so] at tba 
domination of the Countess du Barry, hailed 
with joy the name of queen, which seemed to 
give their national vanity an importance and 
dignity, the want of which they had long^ re- 
grettt;d. The beauty of her persori, the knowo 
attachment of the king, the endearing kind- 
nesses which youth and prosperity prompted^ 
the public heard with delight; and they ajV 
peared to add to the consequence of every 
Frenchman, who .in the bliss of hrs monarch 
and tfie splendour of the royal family seemed 
to find his own.^ The manners of the queen 
Ivere calculated to increase this prepossession. 
ConHcjous of internal dii!;nity and worth, and 
secure of her own superiority,^ she sought no 
aid from extraneous resources; never doubting 
of her power to command respect, she divest- 
ed majesty of all its formalities, and' solicited 
esteem.' To her it bebnged to win the hearts 

b4 of 
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cf individujals^ without enshtTiDg their mincls^ 
to acquire In private society that affection 
which rarely accompanies popular acclamation,, 
by the use of that condescending expression^ 
*-M am no longer queen, I am myself.*'*. . 

Innocent and lively, she^was the patroness^ 
of mirth and gaiety ; ai^4 if the pleasures sh^ 
sanctioned occasionally violated the ^cavity, oi^ 
court decorum, by encouraging ,son^ ^ligbj^ 
indiscretions, such as the repre3^a|,jon jof 
dramatic pieces, it must not be forgpt^ t)>at 
tfiese were the extreme bounds to which th% 
censure of the most rigid can extend; . . 

Most of the queen's private parties sji^ere s^ 
d€mbled at the Petit Trianon. The manner in 
which this palace was bestowed on the queen,, 
tvinces both her own virtue and the king's af- 
Ikption and delicacy. While dauphiness, she 
liad ofien expressed a desire to p68sess a coun* 
try seat of her own. After his accession, Louis 
XVl. recollecting the circumstance, otiered 
her two seafs, called Le Grand and Le Petit 
Trianon^ saying,. *' That as those beautiful re^ 
treats had always . been appropriated to the 
royal favourite t they could now with propriety, 
belong only to her ! ! She accepted the Petii 

• M«moites de la Duchesse de PolJgtA9c, page 17. . 

Trianon, 
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TV/anon, with a condition made in laughter, 
that he should only come tliere when invited. 
This innocent sally has caused, a number of 
scandalous and false reports. The first use she 
tnade of her liew acquisition was tp invite her 
husband to an entertainment there. ' She after- 
wards shewed great taste, and fliattered him in 
a roost sensible manner, by laying out the gar* 
dens in the English style, and. by b\iilding 
twelve neat cottages in the park, in which were 
.' established as many poor families, for whom 
site continued to pfovide until her owti palace 
bad been exchanged for a prison.* 

In 1778, after being married eiglit years and 
a half, the queen found herself for the fir;st time 
in a state of pre^nancry; and was on the 19th 
Decemt)er the same year delivered of a daugh^ 
ter, who was immediately baptized by the name 
of Maria Theresa Charlotte, and received the 
title of Madame Pille du Roi, though tJie pre- 
vailing custom has been to call her Madame 
Royale. This fortunate event was a^npunced 
at Paris to the inhabitants by acts of benevo- 
lence and^magnificence truly pious and royal. 
Her charity was no less interesting than ^p- 

* See Anecdotcfi Ac. vol. i. p 85, 275* 'Voung^ 
Traireb, p. 67. 
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gaging^ Among many other donations, she 
caused to be selected a hundred young wotnen^ 
poor, and of good character, from the different 
parishes in Paris, to each of whom she gave 
five hundred livres as a marriage portion; 
two hundred livres to purchase a suit of 
clothes ibr their husbands, and twelve livres for 
a wedding dinner.* 

At last, on the 29d of October 1781, the 
wishes of the royd family and of all lojral. 
Frenchmen were crowned by tlic birth of a 
prince* On this occasion the public festivity 
was unbounded, and the royal liberality no less 
conspicuous than on the former occasion. But 
the prince who was the subject of those re* 
joicings fortunately died at an early period of 
the revolution. His sister and younger brother 
were reserved to participate the disasters of 
their family. 

But while the queen was thus convincing 
every body of the goodness of her disposition, 
^he tongue of slander spoke against her, who 
so long and so deservedly bad been the theme 
of api^robation and^applause. The virtue, the 
religion, and the moi^Is of the king presented 
,fio few vulnerable points, that calumny was at a 

♦ Anecdotes, &c. toI. i. p. 214. 

loss- 



/ 
/ 



MAR! A ANTOINETTE. IT 

loss OQ what part of bia character to make an 
attack. I'ht quc^en, equally upright in her sen^ 
timenta, was leRs guarded in her o^nduct. Ill 
her, envy and malignity found an easy prey ; 
and afterwards beings united with sedition^ 
made a joint attack, with a view not only to 
ityure her, but to debase the king, and vilify 
royalty itself.* One principal engine of this 
projected degradation was the famous affair of 
the necklace, in which the Cardinal de Rohan 
was made the dupe of two intriguing ad ven* 
turers, and the queen implicated, though she 
had not the slightest participation in the trans- 
action. Had she wanted such a necklac^e, sha 
would have bought and yirorn it publicly : had 
she required money, there was no need to recur 
to a secret and dij^graceful negociation: the 
court bankers would never have applied to tlM 
cardinal, whom she was known to hate; or 
have associated with a worthless adventurer 
aad a woman of low birth, of no education, 
and of disgusting manners. But the very ca- 
lumniat<Mrs who accused her in this aftair, were 
the same who so frequently had reproached her 
with disposing of the treasure of the kingdom. 
They expose thus their fulshood as well as their 

a Moore^l View, vol.1, p. i. 

B Q malevolence: 
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maleirolence. No person, much less a queen; 
would degrade ber^lf for a codfiparatiyely tri* 
fling sum, when millions might be commanded 
at. pleasure. Although those parts of this story. 
'which tended to inculpate the queen, were 
never currently believed, yet they had the effect 
of making her conduct the topic of public ex* 
amination, an event always degrading, gene*> 
rally dangerous; at least in times of revolutions 
and troubles. 

After the rebels of the national assembly had 
usurped the executive as well as the legislative 
authority, the calumniators of the queen. were 
vnder no restraint, and therefore ren^iled her 
with . the most opprobrious appellations, and 
stigmatised her with the most odious, crimes^ 
Against her (particularly during the atroqioui 
scenes at Versailles on ths 6th and 6th Octpber> 
1789) they vented threats which would make 
the heart of humanity shudder, in terms which 
to repeat would insult the ear of modesty. .Dur* 
ing that sanguinary insMrrection, the cowardly 
traitor La Fayette informed her majesty, that as- 
the fury and malice of the insurgents were pe« 
culiarly pointed against her, it would be highly 
proper to withdraw, for some time at least, fronj 
Versailles* Her answer was nobly consistent 

with 



• » 



MARIA AOTOINETTt; is 

with the magnanimity she had always displaj^^ 
ed— >• I am determined," said her majesty, 
** never to forsake my husband: if the Pari* 
sians are bent on murdering me, I will die at 
the feet of the king/* Though she was well 
acquainted with the criminal views of her ene« 
mies, she retired, as usual, calmly to her closet, 
prepared to expect some impendhig calamity: 
yet she did not give way to apprehension, or 
exhibit symptoms of fear. • She replied td 
those, who suggested their thoughts on her 
dangeTf ** I know that the people come to de- 
mand my life ; I have learned from my mother 
not to fear death ; and I will await it with cou- 
rage." It is proved ** that at a late hour of the 
night she reciived a letter from one of the mi^^ 
nistry, informing her^ that at six o'clock in the 
morning she would be murdered ; that she read 
It without emotion, dismissed her attendants 
without imparting its contents, retired to bed 
and ei\joyed a few hours repose, which enabled 
her to undergo the fatigues of the ensuing 
day."* 

On the 6th of October, at six o'clock in the 
moniing, as had been foretold, numerous ban- 
ditti forced the gates, and penetrated to the pa- 

• Montjoye, CopjuratioaD'Orliaiis, toI. it. p. 202. 

lace. 
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lace. Tbey ran through the various apartments 
bxeathiog blood and shouting obloquies, wlucli 
to relate would make knpudicity itself blush. 
The gordes-du-carps, some of whom had re- 
mained in the palace^ and who had not gone to 
bed, though not immediately on duty» hearing 
this djreadful uproar » resoivtd to devote their 

.utmost efforts lo save their unfortunate sove« 
xeigns. Twelve of tliem, beaded by Leveillier, 
commander of the Scotch com{^aiQr, opposed 
the mob on the stair-case. ** Wretches! erkd 
the brave commander, ** respect the retreat of 
your king." The populace^ however; rushed 
OH, and the guards^ reaolving to favour the re«* 
treat of the intended victims, disputed the pas- 
8^e with the assailants with thft most deter* 

. mined bravery. They kgricadoed .the q^oeen's 
antichamber, and some of them ran ta the door 

, ef ber room, intreating her to fly. The mob 
forced the entrance, abd rushed with redoubled 
toy' and a ^quickened desireof blood towards her 
majesty's bedchamber* She, ever preserving 

. that dighiAed presence of mind which was b^r ' 
^aracteristic, had retired by a private passage 
ifnder the room called the 'Oeil de Bmif into the . 
king's /chamber, attended only by the Marchio«i 

' tiess de Toui^eljr bonding the princess royal by 

the 
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the hand» and the Count de St. Autake carrying 

the dauphin. When she arrived the king -was^ 

not there: he no less alarmcfd for the safety of 

the partner of his heart and crown^ had gone to 

her room hy another passage. What must have 

been the agonhstag feelings of these persecuted 

illustrious persons at that moment } History or 

^ fiction can haidly present a situation equally 

critical and affecting. The king, regaining^ his 

own apartmeftt, rejoined his consort and children. 

The assassins meanwhile proceeded in their 

work of blood: they had overpowered the 

gardesdu evrps, and after murdering twp of Ihem 

in the antkhamber of tbO)ueen» and several 

more id the Oell de Bceuf, had taken as many 

more as they could find prisotiers, reserving 

them for th» same fate. The mob, uvtbe voxh 

tnents of rage at the queen's escarpe, cut her bed 

in various places with swords and scythes,, in*. 

tended for her sacred person. 

The unexpected heroisn^ of the queen had so 
far frustrated all the labour of the factious, an^ 
the attempts of their bravoes. To counteract 
thb they instigatr^d the mob to demand her ma^ 
jesty's appearance in the balcony, hoping thus 
to revive the popular fury. She obeyed the 
summons without hesitation^ holdmg her two 

children. 
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children » one in each hand. This pathetic^ 
though sil^t appeal to the feelings of all the 
spectators, incrieased the rage, as it augmented 
the disappointment of her enemies. ** No 
children! no children!" they exclaimed. The 
intrepid princess retired a moment, and re^ 
turned unaccompanied. This act of superior 
courage operated electrically: Vive la Reinef 
burst from every mouth. 

The king having resolved to go to Paris, thtft 
royal &mily departed at one o'clock in the af- 
ternoon, in melancholy procession. At thfe 
head of it viras a wretch, known by the name 
of Jourdan the cut-throat, disguised with a long 
beard; and, not contented with exhibiting an 
activity singularly ferocious, ii^ murdering the 
gardes'dthcorps^ had smeared himself all over 
with blood ; so that his countenance, his beard 
and his rags, 'formed an appearance shockingly 
loathsome. On each side of him was a man 
carrying the head of one of the murdered 
gardes'durcoi^ps upon a pike. After these came 
g promiscuous rabble; the Parisian army, with 
La Fayette at their head, followed next In* 
termlngled with these, and riding on horses, and 
on the cfirriages of the cannon, was an im^ 
mense multitude of poissardes intoxicated with 

spirituoua 
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tplrituous liquors, licentioiffincsSy and bloody 
now howliqg impure songs, pow iosulting ih^ 
royal captives, and the miserable gardesydu" 
corps^ aud at intervals stopping tlie procession 
to dance before the windows of the king'f 
coach, in a style truly da^moniac. Next came 
the carriage x>f the degraded sovereign^ in 
which were himself, his illustrious consort,^ th^ 
two royal children, the Marquise de Toursel, 
their governess, her sister, their royal hig|^ 
pesses Monsieur and Madame. 7'hese were 
succeeded by some of the king's suite;. tbet| 
came the hundred deputies from the national 
assembly ; the gardes^du-corpsy yet alive, were 
in the rear, disarmed anU bare-headed, ex- 
hausted with hunger and fatigue. 

This humiliating journey, protracted by fre- 
quent delays and the slow progress of the car* 
riage, which, when in motion, went only a foot 
|>acc, to five hours and a half, at length termi« 
nuted. ^But the palace of the ThulUcries, fixed 
on for the abode of the royal family, had long 
been out of repair, and was therefore almost 
unfit for habitation. The walls had often been 
stained with blood, and the friends of their 
prince gave way to gloomy presages, which 
were too fatally verified. They regafded what 

wa» 
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Was found io.be the fact, that the capital wa» 
. 4ie8igned for the king's prison. Nor were the 
rojral fiamUy long uninformed of the treatment 
they were to expect from their gaolers. To 
gratify wanton curiosity, and afford a triuniph 
to an insulting mob, they were obliged\to she^V 
themselres every dtiy at the windows, and some 
days more than once.* 

But notwithstanding these mauspidous cir- 
cumstances, the genuine goodness of the royal 
fkpiily soon became conspicuous 'f^e exhibi- 
tion of their characters was facilitated by the al>» 
sence of the duke of Orleans, who soon after the 
6th of October departed for England. The queen 
, Was \kt first injured by every species of .defifci 
mation and abuse, but an effort of charity 
which she sugge:^ted, and an act of condescen- 
sion, contributed for some time to soften the 
cruel heiirts of the ungrateful French people. 
She redeemed for the pc'Orer classes- all theiir 
property pawned at the Mont de Pi^ti for sums 
not exceeding two louis d'ors; and she distin- 
guished herself to the widow of Francois^ a baker ^^ 
who had been murdered soon after the assem- 
bly commenced their sittings at Paris, by send- 
rag her two thousand crowns in money, and 

• MooTe's View, vol. ii. p. 54 et 6^. 
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engtigiDg thai the kin^ and herself- wMtkl 
stand godfather and godmother to the child 
"With which the unfortunate widow was preg- 
nant,* The king's humanity was also Well 
known, and he had done a very popular act 
before he was forced from Vergailles, by send- 
ing'his rich services of plate to the mint.f He 
now came abroad almost eVery day with the 
queen, who went about viewing the public 
buildings, hospitals, and manufactl)res> speak* 
ing and behaving affably to the lowest of -tbi 
people, and studying by erciy meanis to regain 
her lost popularity. It was much increaoHi 
by her heroic forbearance, when the judges of 
the Chatelet attended to interrogate her re- 
fpecting the transactions of the 6th and 6*^ of 
October. At first she declined answering, al* 
leging that she never would be an informer 
ftgdiost the king*s subjects. Being again press^ 
ed,*she prevented all further interrogatory by 
this sublime reply, ' * Tai tout vue, tout entendue^ 

etfaitoui oubliee.'^t 

Incapable of discovering any new fact on 

whkh to found a calumnious report, the fac- 

• Conjuration D'Orleans, vol ii. p. 294. 

"t Impartial HListory^ vol. i. p. 2G2. 

I Ccojuration D*UrI6an5, vol. iii. {>> 71. 
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tiou8> who had lost no part of tlielr inveteracy^ 
recurred to their former topics of slander. The 
freedom of the press extended to the most 
waaton licentiousness; not only the ancient 
government and the conduct of the present 
ininisterp were painted in the blackest colours^ 
t>ut the public and private characters of the 
king and queen were also libelled with a raii-r 
cour unequalled in any age or country.* 
.^The real and truly pitiable situation, about 
JJljs time, of the unfortunate Maria AntoinettCj; 
may. be judged from the following letter to hev 
l^rojj^er, the eniperor Joseph II. It was dated 

:JTovember 22, 178P t 
•* I congratulate your majesty most cordially 

itpon the glorious success of the pcesent cam-* 

paign, and particularly upon the brilliant cajp^ 

ture of Belgrade; on the other hand,- I am? 

grieved indeed that our scandalous examples 

have been too seductive for your majesty^ s sub* 

jects in- the Low Countries, now in their turtk 

menaced with all the horrors we experience. 

here. 

''I have mentioned to the king your ma^ 

♦ Moore's View, vol. ii. p. 1^7. 

t Insures de& Femmei Mafquantes,.p. 24 aiid'2S. 
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jesty*s demand of. succours against the 
insurgents, according to agreements; but 
diough the principles upon which your ma- 
jesty's subjects act are very opposite to those 
of our revolutionists, zs they style tbemsdives 
patriots, to oppose them would furnish the' 
patriots of France with new causes of com-* 
plaint, of violence and of insult against me, 
who, God knows, do not sleep upon a 'bed of 
roses. I anf ipdeed very unfortnnate ; all my 
attempts and hopes to regain a popularity, of 
which calumniators and conspirators have de« 
prived me, avail nothing. Though I submit 
to the greatest outrages, and though I patiently 
endure the indignities daily heaped upon me, I 
continue to be an object of general detestation • 
I study, however, more diligently to humour and 
. please the rabble, than any of my former admir* 
ers and many courtiers ever studied to please 
me ; but, nevertheless, my troublesare increasing 
m proportion to my good-nature and conde- 
scension, and most unfortunate of all, I see no 
end of my sufferings. 

•* I do not by any means mention this as 
an inducement to your majesty to conclude on 
my account any precipitate or disadvantageous 
peace with the Ottoman Porte. Thank God, 

my 
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my mind it tnade up; lam resigned to everf 
evUf and thus can long support an aggravation 
of my sutFerings. As to the reinforcements 
necessai^ to lie sent to the Low. Countriesi 
they cannot justly alarm our patriots. Should 
tl)ey» hovvcyer, find themselves offended, in 
the present circumstances they arc destitute of 
power either to resent affronts, or to avenge 
provocations. I write nothing but what is 
known from our newspapers, that our army of 
the Imt is almost disbanded by revolutionary 
anarchy and desertion, and the national guardsi 
so far from being organised, partake of the ge« 
neral confusion and licentiousness pervading 
every department of the state. 

** But Cod forbid that I should Mri»)h any 
foreign powers to invade France, and chastise 
tliose who, more misled than ill-intentioned, 
cause mo so many wretched moments. I al« 
ways i^member, and I always shall remember, 
that they arc tlie dearly beloved sul^ccts of the 
))efit of princes and husbands; and w'Dat Is dear 
to or beloved by him cannot be indifferent to m 
wife, who has never abased an instant to regard 
it her first duty to promote, as far as she can^ 
the luipplncss and prosperity of Frenchmen, 
witbout which site is well aware thai ker 

royal 
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foyal consort would be tUe moet miserable of 
Bovereigns, 

** The inoate goodness and virtues of his ge- 
nerous soul never shone with more lustre than 
in his adversity. He is now truly great; his 
^wn sacrifices and torments are but die seopiv- 
dary subjects of his thoughts and meditations; 
his people and his family are the first. 

'*I have just heard that the discontent and 
insurrection in the Xx>w Countries are increase 
iag and spreading wide, and that our atheisti- 
cal enthusiasts have dispatched several emlssa* 
lies among the religious &natics of Flanders 
and Belgium, to keep up the revolutionary 
spirit. Good God! in what times do we live! 
Every party, every sect, however opposite in 
opinions and pretensions, seem to perfectly 
€igree in one thing-— in producing an universal 
overthrow. 

*• Rray, sire, be careful of your healdi! What 
will become of your states, what will become of 
your poor sister, what will become of Europe^ 
should Providence ih its wrath shorten youf 
majesty's days?" 

What the unfortunate queen so imich appre- 
hended, soo^ happened. Joseph II. was, in 
February 1790, cut off in the midst of his ca- 
reer 
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rccr by a ihort illneBt. This prince nped^ 

rather than imitated » the illimtrioui rival and 

enemy of his houte, and niunt be allowed to 

imve posHCHHed all hid activity without hU 

g«nim. Listening too much to religious and 

political innovators, perpetually striving to 

rerondle contrarieties, he was eager to abo^ 

lish slavery in one part of his dominions^ 

while he systcmatiascd philosophy In another. 

Anxious to circumvent the policy of the wary 

Frederic, he wished to add Bavaria to his ter^ 

ritories, and was bereft of his Influence in Ger» 

many. He afterwards attempted to extend 

his frontiers on the side of Turkey, and In the 

mean time loiit Bdgitim. Kqnally unfortunate 

"When Ite wished to relax the bondage of the 

slave, or rivet the chains of the freeman, he 

tneheld llungaria, Bohemia, atid the Low 

Countries, by turns in insurrection \ and, by a 

ftrange singularity, at the Name timn forced the 

fiobility of one |)art of his dominions fnto a 

<!ontest agtitnvt the throne, and the clergy 6f 

'another Into' an Insurrection In behalf of the 

ultai'H. Abie, humano, equitable, and weIMn* 

tfntioned by nature, all his virtties were his 

own, and all his faults the cont^equences of the 

advive of Ignorant or perverse counsellors. 

The 
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Tbe cruel sufleriiigs of hU sister t)ie queen of 
France after his death, could never be aug« 
meotedy- but might have been prevented by 
Ins life* 

^nce the residence of the royal captives in 
tte capital, and parti irly since their return 
fRHD the unfortunat journey to Varennes, 
tfery month, every , nay, every hour, 

added fresh outrages to former insults, aimed 
with unrelenting and wicked zeal against 
Maria Antoinette in particular- The minds 
of the people were inflamed against her by ab« 
anffd fiibles concerning a pretended Austrian 
committee, proclaimed in tavern harangues^ 
and printed in incendiary journals, preparing 
and encouraging theni at the same time to per- 
petrate the greatest atrocities. Her majesty 
was every instant, and in tbe most wanton and 
barbarous manner, treated with almost iocre* 
dVble insolence under the very windows of her 
apartments. She complained of these encr* 
Biities to Dumouriez in the following pathetic 
terms:* ** You behold roc quite disconsolate ; 

• Liic of Dumouriez, vol. ii. p. 207. Moore's View, 
vol. ii p. 470; and Neckcr on the Revolution, vol. i« 
p. 34^. 

rx>L. II. C I dare 
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I dare no longer approach the windows that 
look into the garden. Yesterday evening I 
appeared at that opposite the court, to breathe 
a little fresh air. A cannonier of the national 
guard seized that opportunity to overwhelm 
ine with the grossest insults, adding, by way of 
conclusion, * What pleasure would it give me 
to have your head stuck on the point ofmyhay-» 
o/lcif/'/* In this frightful garden, you see in 
one place a roan mounted on a chair, and 
reading t))e roost horrible calumnies against uls 
in a loud tone of voice ; in anotlier you per- 
ceive an officer or an abbt dragged towards a 
basin of water, overwhelmed with injuries and 
blows; and during all this, some play at foot- 
ball, or walk about without the least concern* 
Wliat a habitatwnl What a people!" 

The king and queen could no longer enjoy 
the ordinary pleasures of free communication, 
from a conviction that they were surrounded 
with spies, and that the company of such per- 
sons, as the public might approve, would be 
both degrading and dangerous. The National 
Assembly, mstead of restraining, encouraged 
this licentiousness of the populace ; and though 
a book published by Frud'homme, intitled, 

'' Crimea 
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** Crimes of the Queens of France down to the 
present Queen, inclusive," was advertised by 
large posting-bills at the very doors of their 
sittings; the author was not subjected to thli^ 
slightest reprehension,* 

In the insurrection of the 20th of June, 
1792, great part of the popular rage was as 
usual directed against the queen; and her be* 
haviour demonstrated that she was worthy to 
share the heart and throne of Louis XVI. 0& 
the first alarm, fkiB caught up 4he dauphin in 
her- arms, and ran towards the (E?7 de Bostifi 
i)ut the infflux of the mob had already stopped 
the passages; she was prevented fulfilling her 
first intention, and doomed to reflect with re«i 
gret, that she could not offer herself as a sacri- 
fice to the assassins, wlio might, have accepted 
iier life instead of the king^s. She was stop- 
ped in the council-chamber by General Wit- 
tinghoff and the minister Lajarre; th^ formed 
a feeble rampart at the council-t^ble, behind 
which they placed the queen, the dauphin, 
tlie princess royal, and all the ladies who 

r 

• Mercurc Francois du 17 Dccembre, 1791. BertnuiJ's 
Memoirdj yoI. ii. p. 265. 

c 2 refused 
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refused to quit her ilde. This table wag de^ 
fended by a double line of national guardfii 
and there the queen was obliged to remain du« 
ring the wliole of these horrible scenes » ago? 
tiized by a knowledge of the king's danger, 
and a helpless hearer of the incendiary and ob- 
scene reproaches which men and women of the 
lowest class seemed unwearied in repeating. 
The dauphiUp like his wretched father, was 
disguised in the red cap» the blood-coloured 
iemblem of crimes and licentiousness ; and the 
queen was compelled to submit to tiie same 
disgrace. Her mcyesty displayed on this day 
the same contempt of danger which dlsUn- 
^utshed the king. She was dcHirous to send 
back a body of grenadiers whom the king tuid 
detached for her protection, but they persisted 
in obeying their Arst orders. At length 8an« 
ierre, the Parisian commander, arrived; and 
the appearance of the queen softened for a 
n^pmenteven his savage heart; he assured her 
^f prolectioni and assisted in dispersing the 
mob. 

Among other recent losses, Maria Antoi« 
nette had to deplore the death of another bro« 
ther and another emperor, Leopold II. TMs 

amiable 
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amiable prince exiiibited great talents for go- 
Yernment, but was not possessed of that acti- 
vity so necessary in troublesome times, and 
which every one allowed Joseph I£. Perceiving 
the critical situation of public affairs, as well as 
of his sister and brother in law in France ; he 
concluded a peace with the Turks, re-conquered 
the Low Countries, and contrived at the same 
time to quiet the jealousies and disarm the re- 
wntments of the people of this part of his domi- 
nions. He tranquillized the policy and removed 
the rivalship of the house of Brandenburgji. The 
convention of Reichenbach produced a strict 
alliance between Austria and Prussia, restored 
the Low Countries to the head of the empire, 
procured for Frederic William the pompous 
title of Pacificator of Europe, gave ris^ to an 
accommodation between Russia and Sweden, 
and finally led to the formidable coalition 
against revolutionary France. Afflicted by 
the situation of Louis XVL justly alarmed for 
the fate of a beloved sister, Leopold, though 
prepared for war, desired peace. All his ne- 
gotiations, all his armaments, were merely de- 
fensive measures, and that they were not un- 
necessary, time has proved. 

c 3 The 
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. The French rebels, ^mibtaking bis pacific 
disposition for want of energy and meanH la 
Qonduct a war* determined upon hostilities, in 
which besides w-iis their only safety and their only 
prospect of succeeding in their anti-social con- 
spiracy. That such was the case, the following 
extract of a letter from the queen to Leopold U. 
evinces.* It was dated February SO, 1:71)2. 

** How much does it not augment the already 
too heavy load of my misery, to know that the 
ruling faction, to preserve and increase ita 
power and influence, is determined upon a war 
vith your majesty, and ^'\\l soon force me ta ' 
ifegard a beloved brother as the foe of an adored 
hu«band! But no! though policy may make 
states enemies, nature, virtue, honour, and 
oonsanguinity have united Leopold IL /and 
Louis XVL in those indissoluble ties of friend- 
ship in which poor Maria Antoinette is alwaya 
Micluded." • . . . '^ Whom the trumpet of War 
lias unfortunately sounded, I impJore your ma- 
jesty*s, my brother a clemency for these so 
cruelly misled subjects of my husband. Pray, 
me\ give strict orders to your commanders to 

* Ltttres 4es Femmes M4rquAntes, pages 00 Sfid 31. 
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behave to them -with all possible humanity^ 
and treat them as victims of seduction^ deserv- 
ing compassion rather than chastisement. Let 
them forget ail my afQictions, alt- the unjust 
and ungenerous calamities they have heaped 
upon me; and only remember that they are 
the subjects oi the best of kings, the. best of 
husbands, of an Austrian arch-duchess, a mother 
of a young prince destined one day to become 
their soverdgn." 

Thus wrote, in confidence, a princess whom 
Frenchmen accused of an invincible hatred 
against their nation, and of a disposition equally 
immoral and unfeeling ; whom they led through 
all the horrors of defamation, humiliations, 
privations, and captivity, to perish on a scaffold. 
This stain on the national character, with many 
others of similar nature, ages will never be able 
to efface. 

The downfal of royalty was now considered 
as certain by the factious in France; and while 
the confederates of the infamous Brissot were 
arranging their plans iu secret, and meditating 
their consummation with all the refinements of 
treachery and hypocrisy, a more determined 
band had resolved to begin in blood, and 

c 4 aceomplibh 
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mccomplish their purpose by means of assas- 
sination. The worthless Santerre formed a 
jjfcm to murder the queen,. which was to be 
petformed by a grenadier, on the day of the 
confederation. The project, however, was 
disclosed and frustrated : the grenadier was 
apprehended at the foot of the queen's stair- 
case, with a cutlass concealed in the lining of 
his coat. A justice of the peace, named Main» 
geot, took the necessary depositions: but the 
grenadier was rescued by a party of ruffians; 
Maingtot was massacred oti tlie 10th of Au- 
gust, and his papers seized and delivered to 
Santerre.* 

The growing malignity of faction, the in- 
creasing^ audacity of journalists^ the pertinacity 
and viruloice of the petitioners to the National 
Assembly, and the contempt with which the 
king ai\a the queen were treated, convinced their 
majesties tliat the rebels were now determined 
to jtdvance a step farther, and, as regicides, 
plunge their hands into the pure and sacred 
biood of their sovereigns. •* Even,'* says 
]Montjoye,t ** the ungrateful and audacious 

• Berirand's Memoirr., -vol. ii. page 342. 

t Coiijurdtion de D'UrKians, vol. iii. page 180. 
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iDusictans of the royal chapel took a pleasure 
in announcing to Louis and Maria Antoinette 
their approaching fate. One Sunday tb^ 
dwelt with so much perseverance, with such 
loud and indecent joy, on the words of the 
Magnificat, deposuit^ potenies de sede, (he hath 
put down the mighty from their seat,) that 
erery one instantly understood that the wretches 
were celebrating, before hand, the massacre of 
their sovereigns, by whose bounty they had 
been supported. The ferocious chant of the 
musicians, the majesty of the place, the sanc^ 
tity <^ the ceremony, the presence of the vie* 
lima, the indecency of so black an act of in* 
gratittide, all contributed to fill the minds of 
the audience with sinister forebodings. The 
king alone shewed himself unaffected; hi& 
consort, his sister, and his daughter melted 
into tears. The queen afterwards declared that 
DO outrage had ever rent her heart more cru« 
elly than that unfortunate deposuit potentes.'* 

On the attack of the palace of the Thuille* 
Ties, on that fatal day the lOth of August, 179^9 
had the advice of the queen been followed^ 
the throne of the French Bourbons might still 
have been standing. While the royal family 

c 5 were 
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wure consulting on the mettuuwi mout proper 
to I>e adopted In the present emergency » the 
trttitor to hill ldng» an well nn to his iicc(»m« 
plloet, Rocdt^rer, entereil the chamber, and 
bluntly exclaiming that no pernon should inter* 
fore bytwnen the king und the doifmrtmcnt of 
M^lilch he NV(ii'riii;creturyi demanded to spenk 
with their nirgciaticn In private. Ho reman- 
etruted on tlui danger to which they were ex-^ 
/posed, and insiHted that defVuce wai useless { 
And that their only asylum would be in the 
National Assembly, 'i'he quecni immediately 
penetrated into tlie true meaning of this hy« 
pocritical proposal, and indignantly answered » 
**Nail me to the walls, rather than remove me 
from the palace/' I'he king, huwoveri atrnid 
of bloodshed, or deluded by the hope that tli«9 
people at large were not so depraved as either 
his friends or enemies had represented them, 
was more disposed to comply; and at length 
the queen, overcome by solicitations, and urged 
in the .name of her children, whose safety wan 
endangered, reluctantly yieltleds ''It is thi» 
last Hacrifice/' naid her mt\jesty, '' and it must 
bo made." 

*i'ho royal family and their attendants reach- 

cd 
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ed the ball of the Assembly without injun^ 
tlioudi not without insult Their arrival was 
a, real victory to the conspirators, but they 
dissembled their savage exultation till the fate 
of the day was decided. As soon as they had 
entered, the king seated himself by the side 
of the president, and addressed, with his usual 
dignity and firmness, the Assembly in tliese 
words; ** I am come hither to prevent a great 
crUpe. Among you, gentlemen, I believe 
myself in safety." Guadet, who sat as presi- 
dent pro tempore^ replied, **You may rely, 
sire, on thejinnness of the National Assembly : 
its members have sworn to die in defence of 
live rights of the people, and of the constituted 
authorities.'' The royal family relied so im- 
plicitly on this promise, that the queen ex- 
pressed her satisfaction to M. D'Hervtfly, an 
officer of the household troops, that the plans 
for their escape had been rejected. The royal 
family and their attendants were then crowded 
into a small box, six feet square, and eight 
feet high, situated behind the president's chair, 
and called the Loge du Logograpke^ where 
the reporters for newspapers were accustomed 
to sit. They had scarcely taken this station 

c 6 when 
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yvhen the noise of firing was heard, occasioned 
by the attack on the palace, and the resistance 
of the Swiss. The king immediately dispatch- 
ed M. D*Hervilly to order the Swiss to lay 
down their arms, and repair to the Assembly: 
but virtory soon declared for the numerous 
and barbarous san?*culottes, and pillage and 
massa^^re speedily ensued* 

When the conquest of the palace was certain, 
not only the mob, but some of the deputies, 
insulted the royal family with the coarsest 
invectives. One man leaned over the rails 
of the Lojye du Legographey and with his hat 



on, placing his head near the king*8 and the 
queen's, reviled them with every term of abuse 
whirh language could supply ; and the deputy 
Chahot took occasion to observe, that all th^ 
TP^enes of the country were owing to the per* 
jnries of that traitor there: illustrating his 
assertion by pointing at the king. During the 
vhole of the day the king took no refreshment 
but a peach, and a biscuit, and a glass of 
water; and the queen nothing but a bason of 
sf up. The royal family at one o'clock were 
p* rmiUed to retire to a small apartment, which 
belonged to the architect of the Feuillans, 

Oa 
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On the ensuing days they were placed -ia the 
same box as before; and remained the whole 
day exposed. to the heat of the sun, to the in- 
solence of the Assembly and the rabble, and 
to imminent danger of assassination. This 
danger was so alarming, that many persons 
thought the massacre certain; and the king 
and the ministers pulled up the iron railing 
which separated them from the Assembly, that 
they might in a moment take refuge in the 
hall. Their apprehensions were not derived 
from slight circumstances, as the Assembly 
-seemed to encourage the mob in their ferocity, 
and the words La Marie (Death) were chalked 
in large letters over the Loge du Logographe* 
In this situation they remained from Friday the 
10th, to Monday the 13th of August, when 
they were sent to the Temple. Their guards 
had been changed for fear of seduction, and 
some of their attendants and friends arrested 
er dismissed, and others murdered. 

The interesting journal of Clery must be 
read entirely to form an idea of the refinements 
in ferocity of the gaolers in the Temple; how 
they added to the misery of the royal family, 
sometimes by the brutality of their manners, 

sometimes 
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sometimes by applying to the kiug and tlie 
.queen those grosB epithetJ whicli are vomp 
^\on only in the mouth of the lowest of the 
vulgar, and sonnietimes by an insolent and 
indcHcribable disreguid of decorum in their 
noHJe^ties presence. One day a soldier wrote 
on tlic icing's chamber door, and that too on 
the innide, " The guillotine is permanent, and 
ready for tlie tyrant Louis XVI. ;*' anotlicr day 
.th^ wall was covered with indecent scrawls in 
large letters, as, •• Madame Veto, Maria An- 
toinette fcihall Bwing/' and *' The little wolves 
must be strangled/'* and other cruel and si- 
milar ribaldry. 

Ilcbels in power are the most suspicious of 
tyrantH. Indebted to treachery for their autho- 
rity, everyone wlw ib not their accomplice or 
slave is regarded by them as a traitor, and sus- 
))ectrd m a conHpirator. The most indill'erent 
word, the moHt insigniiicantuct, create alarm in 
boHoms tormented by fear and pursued by re* 
.morse. With the royal captives they evinced 
suspicions and whimH the most extravagant, that 
would have been ridiculousi had they not been 



Cl«ry'« Jouin»l, page 59, 

t/rutal 



MARIA ANTOINETTE. S9 

brutal aind troublesome. One ordered some ma« 
caroons^to be broken, to see if there was na letter 
concealed in them; another, on 'the same pre- 
tence, had some peaches cut before him, and the 
stones cracked; a third com|>elIed Clery one 
day to drink the essence of soap prepared for 
shaving the king, affecting to apprehend it 
was poison. Afterdinnerand supper, Madame 
Elisabeth used to give Clery a gold-bladed 
knife to clean, which the municipal / officer 
would often snatch out of his hand, to exa- 
mine if he had not slipped some petpcr into 
the sheath. Madame Elisabeth having com- 
manded Clery to send a book of devotion to 
the duchess of Serant, the municipal officers 
cut off the margins, for fear any thing should 
have been written upon them with a secret 
ink. One of them one day forbad Clery going 
up to the queen to dress her hair: her majesty 
was to come down to the king's apartment^ 
and to bring her powder and combs herself. 
Another would follow her into Madame Elisa- 
beth's chamber to see her change her clothes: 
Clery represented to him the indecency of such 
behaviour, but he persisted, and her majesty 
was obliged to give up dressing and leave 

the 
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the room. When the linen was brought from 
the Wash, the officers made Clery unfold it, 
article by article, and examined it always by 
'daylight. The washerwoman's book, and every 
paper used for packing were held to the fire, 
to ascertain whether there were not any secret 
writing upon tliem. The linen, after being 
Worn by the king, queen, princes, and prin- 
cesses, was in like manner examined before 
it was given out. 

The fear of suicide was carried to an extent 
equally tyrannical : no allowance was made for 
the king's religious sentiments, which his ene- 
mies could not appreciate. Orders were given 
that the king's razors, the knives, and scissars 
of the family, and all other instruments, con^ 
toudant, tranchanty et piquant, should be re- 
moved. This order was executed with the 
most rigid exactness, and extended even to the 
irons with which they turned their hair. The 
king was affected with this insult, and indig- 
nantly asked the commissioners, ** Do you 
think me such a coward as to kill myself?" 
The queen derided the minuteness of these 
orders, and expressed her indignation by sar- 
casms. When they read the words of the 

order. 
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order, coutcudant, iranchant, et piquant, she 
toid, •* They had better have taken away our 
needles also!** At another time, happening 
to raise the hand in which she held her knife 
at dinner towards her breast, the commi'ssioiiers 
seemed alamned as if she intended to destroy 
herself: which the *queen observing, said, 
•• No, sir, I reserve that honour for the French 
nation!"* 

After the. regicides of the National Conven- 
tion had condemned their virtuous king to the 
death of a malefactor, and his majesty had de«i 
manded Abb6 Edgeworth' for a christian con- 
soler and conifessor; this worthy priest was 
introduced to his sovereign. The sight of the 
king*s serene dignity, contrasted with the hag- 
gard and villainous looks of the wretches who 
surrounded him, affected the good abb^ in the 
highest degree. The king made a motion, e3^- 
pressive of his wish to be leit alone with the 
confessor* As soon as the room was cleared, 
the abbe fell on his knees, kissed his majesty's 
hand, and bathed it with tears. I'he king was 
[i^nctrated with this mark of respect and loy- 

* Moore*! Journal, rot. ii. page 496. 

alty. 
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alty, which drew tears from him aJso- ** Eju 
cu»e me, Mr, Edgeworth," he said, ** none 
but the most unrelenting of men have been 
allowed to approach me of late; my eyes are 
accustomed to them^ but the sight of a man of 
humanity, a faithful subject^ affects my whole 
soul, and melts me as you see.*' 

The king having regained bis serenity, led 
the abb6 into hit* closet, and read twice over the 
will he had composed, with a firm voice and 
proper emphasis, except at those places where 
mention is made of the queen, his children^ 
ajQd sister. He then conveised on various to^* 
pics, inquired after many of his friends, for* 
gave and pi4:ied his enemies, particularly the 
Duke of Orleans, and deplored the fate of bis 
deluded subject's. His whole conversation 
breathed the most sublii,ne and heroic senti- 
tnentSi and evinced a mind naturally great, en* 
larged and fortified by a true sense of religion. 

When he had finished conversing, he rose to 
make his last visit to his family, saying, *^ tliat 
iwould be his severest trial, but when it wa^ 
over, he should fix his mind solely on what 
concerned his salvation/* 

Leaving Edgeworth in his closet,.- the king 

repaired 
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repaired to the apartment where his family 
were already assembled. This room was only 
separated by a glass door from oae, "where tlie, 
two commissioners were constantly on duty, 
and who, consequently, could hear all that 
passed. The interview lasted more than an 
hour. The conception of man can hardly de- 
pict a scene more awful and more affecting 
than was realised on this occasion. The king 
ientered the room with calmness; and, as he 
was alone, freed from his guards, his wife, 
sister, and children, enjoyed a momentary hope 
that a brighter day was going to arise. They 
were soon undeceived. The silence of the 
king, his embraces, the tc^i^ which his efforts 
could no longer itstrain, produced cries of de- 
spair, which were heard beyond the precincts 
of the Tejnple. Though affected at diflferent 
times beyond the power of expression, the 
king retained his presence of mind. When it 
became necessary to separate, he had occa^ 
aion for some exertions to tear himself away 
from their last passionate embraces, firom their 
convulsive restraints. He gave tl>em hopes of 
another meeting, but his last expressive look 
contradicted his words. His wife and sister 

feli 
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fell senseless ; his daughter, agitated by various 
emotions, was. in a state, which, for a time,, 
precluded the hope of recovery.^ The dauphin, 
then only seven years old, ran after him, 
his voice lost in sobs, rapidly traversed the 
outer apartment, descended the stairs, without 
any one being able to stop him, and reached the 
coMrt-yaixi of the Temple. He addressed the 
guards in the most pitiful terms of supphca«» 
tjon, his hands clasped, and throwing himself 
pn his knees. ** Let me pass, gentlemen! let 
me pass ! I want to speak to the people to 
intreat them not to kill my papa, the king. Ah! 
let me pass, gentlemen; in the name of God, 
do not hinder me !" His intreaties were vain^ 
and he was compelled to return.* 

When the king quitted the queen, on the 
day of their last interview, all comfort fled 
from her for ever. She displayed the most 
poignant grief, and her screams were heard at 
intervals during the whole night, t The next 
day brought her the melancholy confirmation 
of all her apprehensions. On the 24tb of Jai^ 

♦ Necker on the Revolution, vol. i. page 106. 
t Moore*s Journal, vol. ii. ^age 596. 

nuary. 
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nuary, 1793, being a little recollected, her ma- 
jesty's first act of wido\«rhood proved her great 
sensibilityy and shewed to what an abject state 
of degradation she was brought. She was 
obliged to petition the commissioners on duty 
at the Temple, for mourning for herself and 
family. This request was referred to the Na- 
* tional Convention, together with another, that 
Clery might be permitted to attend her son. 
The Convention granted the first, but adjourned 
the consideration of the other demand, and it 
was never renewed. 

Louis XVI. after his condemnation, recom- 
mended to his assassins of the National Conr 
vention, to take into consideration the fate of 
his family, and permit them to retire whither- 
soever they pleased: upon which it was dec 
creed—** The National Convention authorizes 
the Executive Council to reply to Louis, that 
the French nation, great in its beneficence cts it 
is rigorous in its justice, will take care of his 
family, and provide for a suitable fate."* This 
is not a sarcasm on the injustice, meanness, 

• Moore's Journal, vol. ii. ptgc 69 1. Neck«r oh the 
Revolution, vol. ii. page 88. 

and 
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and cowardly cruelty of the regicide represent 
tatives of the Great Nation, but a precise quota- 
tion of the very words of their decree. It will, 
soon be seen in what manner they exercised their 
greatness and beneficence. Their first step was 
td order, on the first of July, in a most inhuman 
manner, the separation of the young prince from 
his surviving parent, and to place him underthe 
care of one Simon, a fcobbler, who was invested 
with the charge of his education, or rather, a 
brute himself, to brutalise the mind, and vilify., 
the rank of the tender offspring of so many 
Icings. The agony and distress of the unhappy 
queen on this occasion, every affectionate parent 
can conceive, but no pen can describe. 

On the first of August, the account of the 
surrender of Valenciennes arrived at Paris. To 
amuse the public mind, and divert their atten- 
tion from the un prosperous affairs of the re- 
public, the copseqiience of their perverse ad- 
ministration, the revolutionary rulers directed 
the attention of the people to the miserable 
wrecks of royalty. Barrere, Buonaparte's inem- 
ber of the legion of honour, presented on that 
day a long reiport to the Convention, which he 
closed with two decrees, consisting of thirfy 

articles. 
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Brticlcfl. They directed, **that Maria Antoi- 
Tiette should be referred to the revolutioi^ary 
tribunal, atid instantly removed to the prison 
of tlie Conciergerie:*' and, **That the ex«» 
pence of the two children of Louis Capet should 
be reduced to what is necessary to keep and/eed 
two individuals.'* In the night, when this de- 
cree had passed, two municipal officers repaired 
to the Temple to announce and execute it. The 
<]ueen they found not sleeping but crying, andv 
insisted on her rising. It was with much diffl* 
culty that, at her majesty's request, they 
would withdraw while she dressed herself* 
They then, in the most indecent manner, 
searched her person and her pockets, and, 
deaf to her intreatics, topk away all their con- 
tents. The principal object of her supplicu* 
tion was a pocket-book given her by the king, 
which she vainly desired to preserve. After 
long resistance she obtained permission to carry 
with her a small parcel containing a change of 
linen. She took a last and afflicting fkrcwel 
ef her daughter and the princess Elisabeth, 
who were bathed in their tears, and displayed the 
greatest sensibility and affection. She vr^^ re- 
ftised the consolation of seeing her son ; but pre-* 

serving 
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serving an unabated fortitude^ she descended into 
the court-yard, where a hackney-coach was 
waiting to remove her, with her bundle under 
her arm* One of the officers tendered his. hand 
to help her into the carriage, but she refused his 
assistance. 

The Conciergerie, during the old govern- 
ment, was a prison for the worst of male&c« 
tors, with whom it was shared, under the revo* 
lutioiiary government, by those that were ar- 
rested as .suspected, or had been condemned 
by the dreadful tribunal, and were awaiting, the 
execution of their sentence. Its cells are all 

• 

subterraneous; over them, in what is called Lc 
Palais, are shops and walks, where the gaiety 
and profusion of all comers mark, in strong co^ 
lours, the contrasted woe and penury of die 
unfortunate prisoners. Four wickets, at small 
distances from each other, secured the entrance 
to this horrible prison, each guarded by 
wretches taken from the dregs of vulgar bru- 
tality, disgusting from vice, filth, and ine- 
briety. 

On the queen's arrival at this dreadful abode 
of wretchedness and crime, the barking of 
two mastiffs threw her into convulsions, fix>n| 

which 
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which she did not recover until the mornini^. 
Her dungeon, under ground , was* only eight 
feet square, miserably furnished with a hard 
straw bed, and yery thin coverings: her diet, 
soup and boiled stinking meat.* Soon after 
her removal to this prison, she applied to the 
Tnunicipaltty for a few nec^essaries, which were 
'brutally refused: the reason assigned was, that 
'to grant thein was against la saint egaliie.f 
'Her beauty was quit^ gone ; and her s^ppearance 
now indicated that grief and agitation /ha<f 
brought her to a premature old age. J The ad- 
ministrators of the police, to gratify a barbarous 
'curiosity, and their own scandalous avari(?e, 
^aily introduced to her dungeon a herd of 

spectatoi's to gaze on the ruins of degraded 

royalty. 

She passed in this terrible manner ten weeks^ 
-before the end of her sufferings approached^ 

At last, on the 8th of October, Biilaud de Va- 

rennes made a motion that slie should ini« 

• Proceedings tml reports in the Convention.^ 

•f" Residence in France, edited by J. Gifford, Esq. vol. u 

p. 387. 

X It is reported, that in one night, that succeeding the 

murder of Louis XVI the queen's hair turned grey. Kccueil 

4*A.ne«dotes, p. 3. 

TOL. II. B mediately 
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mediately be put on her trial, and Fouquier Tin- 
ville, the public accuser^ drew up the act of ac^ 
Qusation. This composition of absiud allega- 
tions, supported by abusive epithets aiid ojut- 
rageous calumnies, extended to all tlie events of 
her life, prior and subsequent to the revolution, 
and by implication even to some acts previous 
to her arrival in France. This flagitious farrago 
being read to her before the revolutionaiy tri- 
bunal, she was interrogated and cross-examined 
ipespecting the facts alleged. She evinced in 
iier examination the utmost^^ firmness and dig- 
pity, not only answering the questions with 
force and precision, but frequently retorting the 
accusation on her judges. OiTiciai defenders 
were then assigned, merely pro forma, and on 
the 15th of October she was brought before the 
bloody mock tribunal, and witnesses called in 
isupport of the various charges. Most of these 
were brought from the prisons, and knew that 
their oi\ly means of escaping the charge of being 
accomplices, --was their making such deposi- 
tions as would support the act of accusation. 
Some therefore swore to conversations with 
third persons, which were denied by the per- 
sons said tp have held them, or so totally im- 
probable 
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probable as not to merit the ilightest attention* 
The official defend^rst trembling for their own 
livci, did not make a ftingle observation in be- 
half of their client, ^r ofl'er any ol^ectioyn to these 
shameful proceedings, 

l*he heroism of the queen's conduct on this 
dreadful -occasion was equalled by her great 
presence «f mind* During the first hours of the 
Irial, she played with her Angers on the back of 
a dialr, as if it had been a piano-forte. She 
ivHSiirequently obKged to answer -questions put 
to her, arising from the aasertions of the wit* 
neasQs, Qnd to make observations on their per* 
versions and absurdities. Great calmness and 
lagaciiy accompanied her answers, and she 
Ijiequently g«ve ins^nces of that forcible and 
iaoonio style suited to insulted miyesty. 
When reproached, •• that H was she who taught 
Louis Capet tiiat art of profound dissimulation 
by which he had too Jofig deceived the kind 
JFrench nation, who did not supi)06e that per* 
iidy and villainy could be tiarried to such a 
4egt«e!" she answered-— *' Yes; the people 
have been deceived, cruelly deceived! but 
neither by me «or my huinbaud T' *• By whom 
ilieu?*' tth)ked the assuiitsiu w«ho presided as a 
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judge, *' has the people been deceived?*' ** Bj* 
those,** replied the cours^eous^ueen, ** wh^ 
felt it their interest ; but it never wa& ours.'** 

One instance, though well Icnown and gene*^ 
tally repeated, is so indicative ^of the infiimy of 
the tribunal, and of the magnanimify, j^g« 
nent, and sensibility of the royal captive, that it 
t>ughl not to be omitted. In the set of aecusa« 
tion was a charge in these words: '* That the 
widow Capet in every respect unmoral, «nd a 
new Agrippina, is so ^iissoktte^ and ao .familfai^ 
with ail crimes, that, forgetting her quality tof 
mother, and the limits prescribed by ibt law 
of nature, she has not hesitated to proatituCe 
jberself to Louis Charles Capet her son^ and^ 
according to the confession of the latter, sbt 
ha^ committed indecencies with him, the very 
idea and name of which strike the soul with 
horror.** t This abommable charge waa. Dot 
touched on in her interrogatory, but <m her 
trial, Hebert (the judge assassin of the princess 
Lamballe) deposed to a conversation betweem 
himself and Simon, in which the latter hod f^ 

'* Jordan's Political State dTEarope, tol. t. p. 153. 
+ lb. ▼ol.T, p. 150. ' 

lated 
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her brother, the emperor. These, "with her 
supposed liberality in presents to her fiivourites, 
were, even in, an early part of her reign^ 
topics upon which malice, envy,.- and disapv 
pointment often dwelt. Tlie ialsity of* this 
charge is obvious. The queen, immediately 
after her husband's ascensioa to the throne, 
entered into his patriotic views, by exercising a 
strict economy tn her own. estiiblishment,. and 
suppressed places to the amount of nine hun<<> 
dred thousand livres (40,000/.) a year,* Her 
private expences were far inferior to those of 
Madame du Barry, tlie mistress of Louis XV. ; 
and her whole donations did not equal what 
Louis XIV. allowed to one of his several mis-* 
tresses. Mademoiselle de Fontanges, who had 
three hundred thousand livres (1^,600/.) ^ 
month. It was impossible that she should 
have drawn money from the treasury to rei^itt 
to her brother, as such a transaction must nc*- 
eessarily have been known to a great number 
of persons, and entries must have been made 
in various forms, which would have ascertained 
the &ct« Yet when the most strict scrutinies 

* AnecilolM, &c. toI. i. page 133. 
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dent, summed up the pretended evidence,' or 
rather -made a speech from his own inven- 
tion, replete with the calumnies advanced in 
the act of accusation, of which no legitimate 
or relevant proof had been adduced.* Thejuiy 
retired for about an hour, and then returned, 
'affirming all the charges. The queen waathen 
lurought iuj and heard the verdict read. Fou-? 
quier moved for sentence of death on two arti- 
cles of a revolutionaiy penal code, framed fiot 
only since the pretended facts were alleged 
to have taken place, but since the queen had 
been iraprisoried. She was asked if she had any 
objections to make to the sentence ; but, con^^ 
sdous of having defended herself rather with a 
view to manifest innocence than to avoid con- 
demnation, she bowed in token of submission. 
Her official defenders declined making any op-* 
position; iind the president, having collected 
the suffrages of his colleagues, pronounced sen- 
tence of death, and immediate execution. 

It was half past four o'clock in the momin j/ 
on the 16th of October* 1793, when the queen 



* Both Herman and Fouqnier TinTiIle were ten montht 
afterward* executed as accomplicet of Kobespterre. 
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was remanded to prison , and put into the ceil 
allotted to condemned criminals. At fiye tbe 
generale^ or alarm drum was beat. At sereD 
the whole armed forc« was drawn out, and 
cannon placed oa tbe bridges aud in the 
squares. At half post eleTen tbe ^qoeen was* 
placed in a tHmbril, or dong-cart* with her hack 
to the horses, a mode of conveyance which, 
in the old system, was reckoned peculiarly in- 
femous. She wa» dressed jn a white waistcoat 
with sleeves, and a white cap, both discoloiirpd 
with smoke from the lamp of her dungeon, 
and disgracefully shabby : her neck and shoul* 
ders bare, and her hands tied behind her. By 
her side was seated the curate of St. Laudrey, 
(a constitutional priest, with whom she would 
not communicate) and the executioner. Sbe 
maintained her wonted firmness and courage, 
and smiled with a contemptuous dignity at the 
exclamations of a hired and s^mguinary rabble. 
When she ascended the scafi'old she looked to- 
wards the garden of the 1 huilleries with some 
appearance of agitation. The executioner pev^ 
formed his oftice. Her head was displayed to 
ilie multitude; her corpse was interred, like that 

D 4 of 
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iof her husband, m the phurch-ys^rd of La Ma« 
delaine, and the grave iilled up with quick* 
lime.* 

Thus perished, in the thirty-eighth year of 
her age, Maria Antoinette Joseplie Jeanne^ 
queen of France and Navarre, arch-duchess 6f 
Austria, sister and daughter of so many empe- 
rors, empresses, kings and queens. She waa 
sacrificed to tlie inhospitable rage, and iero- 
cious character of. revolutionary Frenchmen ; 
and is the first queen in the annals of civi- 
lized Europe, who, after seeing her husband 
kd to death by his revolted subjects, has as- 
cended the same scaffold, to be butchered by 
the hands of the same regicides. In perusing 
the particulars of her tormented life and igno- 
minious death, one is apt to believe oneself 
transported into the forests of America among 
the most cruel hordes of wandering Indj^ns^ 
did not the sufferings inflicted on her by cfvf- 
lized Frenchmen surpass in atrocity .every 
thing read or heard of the barbarities of unci'- 
vilized savages, 

* Sec Proc6s del BourboDi, toL iiU 
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Ia the so extensive and general system of 
^lunray against this unfortunate princess, are 
numerous assertions and accusations of matri- 
monial infidelity. • Every courtier of figure^ 
and every traveller of consequence, the envious 
and ipalignant ranked among her favourites, 
and every favourite they reported to be a 
lover. It might be supposed, from the num« 
ber of instances adduced, that some proof 
would in the counie of the revolution have 
come to light. * But even on her trial, though 
the fact vras alleged in the most indecent 
terma, the proof was not attempted. An 
adiiltress does not endure with i^signatioh for 
years dangers, misery, and captivity, with ^ 
husband she has betrayed^ and therefore cannot 
love ; nor can a husband, if ever so weak, have 
any aftVction <Mr* confidence in a wife of whose 
infidelity he is convinced. A guilty woman 
is prevented, by the pangs of her own con« 
science, in trying situations from fulfilling, with 
fidelity and courage the duties of a wife and 
mother; and to such most trying, alarnung» 
and painiy cii^cumstances as those dicing 
which Maria Antoinette shewed her heroism 
and virtue^ no wifSe;, no mother before, and 

D 5 probably 
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probably never hweafter, will be exposed, * Af- 
ter his return to Abbfe Edgeworth from his last 
interview with his queen and family, Loui» 
XVI. said, •* Alas! why do I love mth so 
much tenderness^ and voherefore am I so ten^ 
derly beloved 9^^ These words were the last 
mention made of. his wife, children , and sister » 
by a royal saint preparing for martyrdom. 
The queen, when the scaffold was waiting for 
her, already with one foot in tl^e grave, and 
within some few hours certain to appear be* 
fore her heavenly judge, when pleading for 
her fame, dearer to her tlian life, used a re- 
markable declaration, convincing from its ge- 
nuine appearance of caiidour and virtuous 
defiance. Speaking of Trianon, the supposed 
scat of her voltiptuous revels, she said, *• I 
wish more than any one that every thing , which 
took place there ^ may he made public.*'^ Such 
is not the language of corruption and wicked^ 
Mess when on the borders of eternity. 

Another charge, advanced by her in&mous 
enemies, is dilapidation of the finances by her 
private expences, and by large remittances to 

* Jordan*! Political State of Europe, toI y. page 184. 
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her bfother^ tlie emperor. These, with her 
supposed liberality in presents to her fiivourites, 
were, evep in an earty^ part of her reign^ 
topics upon which mabce, envy,, and disap^ 
pointment often dwelt. The fidsity of- this 
chaige is oinrious. The queen, irameiliat^ly 
aftf^ her husband's ascensioa to the throne, 
entered into his patriotic views, by exercising a 
strict economy in her owa establishment, and 
sap|wessed places to die amount of nine hun^ 
fired thousand livres (49,000/.) a year.* Her 
priiate expences were £ir inferior iso those of 
Madame du Barry, the mistress of Louis XV. ; 
and her whole donations did not equal what 
Loais XIV. allowed to one of his sereral mis^ 
tiesses. Mademoiselle de Fontanges, who had 
three hundred thousand livres (12,500/.) a 
month. It was impossible that she should 
hare drawn money from the treasury to rex^tt 
to her brother, as such a transaction must mv- 
cessarihr have been known to a great number 
•f persons, and entries must have been made 
in various forms, which would have ascertained 
the tcU Yet when the most strict scrutinies 

* Aoecdotcf, &c Tol i. page 133. 
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l¥cre afterwards made, when wealth, hcmour, 
and applause would have been the meed of 
discoTery, no such transaction was disclosed; 
nor could the hardiness of those who, by the 
aid of forgery, affected to supply such docu« 
ments as truth did not afford, ever venture to 
bring forward the slightest written proof on 
the subject.* 

As many ' of the French rebels who in^ 
vented or disseminated these and other absurd 
calumnies against the queen and the Bour« 
bons^ and who made economy one of their 
causes aivl inducements of rebellion, are now 
the <]iiiet slaves of a Napoleon Buonaparte, a 
short accouiit of his own, and his wife's, mo« 
ther's, brothers*, and sisters' expences and 
wealth, will show what France has gained by 
wading through rivers of blood to constitute 
herself into an empire of a Corsican 8an»-culotte 
tjnrant. The whole is extracted j&xmi a ten* 
tinental publication.f 

^ Anecdote!, rol. i. page 276. 
t l^es Dcpenscs et Ics Ricbesies des' Fnmcgris IteTo» 
tutionnaires et parvcnuei. Neuenburgb, 1S05, tol. f. 
page 20 et seq. In a note it is ftald that the Maseum 
Jojiephine alone cost two millions (84,000/). 

«• When 
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** When Napoleon Buonaparte, in November 
I7i)9» usurped the consulate of the French 
republic, of all the booty he had seized in 
Italy and Egypt, when his debts were paid^ 
fifteen hundred livres (4,000/.) only remained, 
which were employed to buy over Augereau, 
Bemadotte, Fouch^, and other partisans. His 
wife, had nothing, his mother nothing, his 
brothers nothing, his sisters (with the ex« 
ception of the princess Santa Cruce) all-— all 
had nothing. 

•* When Pius VIL on the 2d of Decembe? 
1604, crowned Napoleon the First, and de* 
throned religion, the following were stated to 
be the value of the past expences, and real 
riches of the different members of the Buoije^ 
parte fiurnily : 

•• Napoleon Buonaparte has expended, since 
% first consul, twenty-four rnillions of livres 
per year (1,000,000/. )» making five years ex^ 
pences amount to one hundred and twenty 
millions of livres (5,000,000/.)* His pei^onal 
property, in foreign and French funds, in land* 
cd property in France and abroad, in diamonds,- 
&c. exceeds the enormous amount of five hun« 
dred millions of livres (22,000,000/.)*; not to 

mention 
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mention that he is master of all the w^Ith of 
France, Italy, Spain, Switzerland, and Hol- 
land ; and may, should ambition, interest, ca* 
price, or cruelty induce him, whenever he 
chuses, command the last shilling of the last 
inhabitant of those states. 

** Madame Napoleon Buonaparte has, during 
the five years of her husband's consulate, ex* 
pended six millions in the year (260,000/.)^; 
making in the whole thirty millions of Kvres 
(1, $50,000/. )• She is indebted nine millionii 
of Uvres, which she never intends to pay ; land 
has property in foreign and French fundsi, lA 
estates in France and abroad, in diamonds and 
plate, to the amount of forty-four miilione ti 
livres (1,86(),000/.). ; * i 

** Madame Buonaparte, the mother, ilived bji 
charity in 1799; has since expended, during 
five years of her son's consulate, ten maUH>nt 
of livres (420,000/.) or two millions per yearj 
is worth now, in landed and funded pvQp&ttyi . 
in France and abroad, eighteen millions of 
livres (750,000/. )» besides diamonds, relics^ 
and plate, valued at two millions mor* 
(84,000/. )• 

•* Joseph 
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*' Joseph Buonaparte was indebted in 17^ 
twelve hundred thousand livres [50^0001.) ; has 
since expended two millions five hundred thou- 
sand livres per year (106,000/0; making in tlie 
whole twelve millions five hundred thousand 
livres (530,000/.) ; is worth in landed and 
funded property abroad and in France, in 
diamonds, &c. fifty-four millions of livres^ 

(e,95O,000f.)- 

•• Lucien Buonaparte was^in 1799 three ihil-^ 
lions of livres (130,000/.) in debt; has sincHi 
expended four millions of livres (100,000/ ) per 
year ; is worth, in funded and landed property 
abroad and in France, in diamonds, in plate,* 
and pictures, sixty-six millions of livreii 

12,730,000/.). 

'* Louis Buonaparte had in 1799 neither cre- 
dit, debt, nor property; has since expended 
diree 'Millions of livres per year (130,000/); 
and possesses* now with his wife, the beloved 
step-daughter of Napoleon, in landed and 
funded property in France and abroad, in 
diamonds, plate, &c« seventy-two millions of 
livres (3,000,000/.). 

Jerome. Buonaparte had in l799 no other 
property, but the clothes on bis back; has 

since 
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since expended one .million of Hyres per year 
(42,000/.); is worth fifteen millions of livres 
((>30«000/0> deposited in his name in the 
public funds, or laid out in estates bought 
up in his name in France, or in fori|iga 
countries*. 

** Madame Bachiocchi, now princt8» of 
Piombino, and her husband, bad in 17S0. 
scarcely clothes to wear, or credit to procure 
any* This imperial couple have since expended 
one million five hundred thousand livres per 
year (63,000/ ) ; possess now in funded aiid 
landed property, not including the principality 
of Piombino and the republic of Lucca, in 
France and abroad, in diamonds, &c. thirty 
millions of livres (1,250,000/.). 
, *• The princess Santa Cruce had, by her 
husband, in 1799, an income of thirty thou* 
sand livres ( 1 fibOl. ) ; was in debt one miUioik 
five hundred thousand livres (()3,(100/.); has 
since spent one million two hundred thousand 
livres per year (60,000/.); is now worth, in her 
private landed and funded property in France 
and abroad, no more than six millions of livres 
l250j,000/.)» because ilie is in disgrace. 

" The 
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** The prinoesB ct Borgbene, in 1709* waa 
truly a female citizen tans chemise ; has 
since expended three millions per year 
(I3O9OOO/}; and is now worth, in landed 
and funded property in France and abroad, in 
diamonds, &c. forty-eigbt mUiions of livres 
(£,000,000/.) of which sum thirty millions of 
livres (l,f50,000/.) had been plundered by her 
former husband, genend Le Cierc, during hia 
command in St« Domingo. 

** Madame Murat was, in 17&9f in the same 
state as her sister, the princess of Bor^hese^ 
lias since expended two millions four hundred 
thousand livrefl per year {IQOfiOOl.)^ and is 
DOW individually worth, as the sister of 
Napoleon, twenty millions of livres (840»00a/. ), 
and as the wife of general Murat, twelve mil- 
lions of livres (500,000/. ) plundered by him in 
Egypt and Italy : all these sums are laid/out 
in landed or funded property abroad or in 
France, or in diamonds^ plate, &c* 

•• Our vmclb, cardinal Fesh, brother-in- 
law of madame Lctitia Buonaparte, the mo« 
ther, had in I799f for his v^hote and ode pro« 
perty, alireviary presented him by his sister, 

which 
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v^hich he could Hoarcely read. Has since spent 
one million of livres per year (49,(XX)/.) ; luts 
at preHent property in estates and in public 
funds in France and abroad, to the amount of 
eighteen millions of livres (760,000/.) not in« 
eluding the expectation of the sovereignty of 
the ecclesiastical states and the papal throne^ 
inpeito. 

** Should the imperial Corsican fiimitjr 
proceed in gathering wealth in the same 
manner, and in the same proporlionf for 
twenty-'five years to come, all the funded 
and landed property of the European conti* 
nent will become tlie patrimony of their de» 
scendants/' 

Such is the generous disinterestedness, such 
the patriotic economy of revolutionary saufi* 
calotte rulers! This is what France has gaine4 
by listening to innovators, by confiding in 
regenerators, by advancing towards prosperity^ 
by insurrection, by rebellion, by licentiousness, 
and by anarchy ; by sucrilegious murders of 
the best of kijigs and most amiable of (|ueen8; 
by the butoliery of millions of human victims. 
Overloaded by luxes, o\erwhelmed by oppres* 

sion ; 
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sion; debased by crimes, degraded in her own 
opinion as well as in that of the world, her 
miseiy excites no compassion, while her ab- 
ject slaveiy inspires a merited contempt ! ! ! 

ITieexpences of Josephine Buonaparte^ during 
the five first years of her husband*8 usurpation, 
exceeded by 'six millions of livres (^60,000/.) 
the total of tlie expencee of which Maria An- 
toinette has been charged by her enemies, of 
having squandered during the eighteen years! 
reign of her royal consort, Louis XVI.* The 
court of Louis XIV. and even those of the 
regent and of Louis XV. were parsimoniouSf 
compared to that of Napoleon Buonaparte. ^ 

Envy and audacity have not dared to deny 
the charms of the unfortunate Maria Antoi- 
nette, though they have dared to make thcn> 
the foundation of the most absurd and gross 
calumnies. Of iier maimera and person, friend- 
ship has given the following faint and modest 
sketch: ** Nature had formed Maria Antoi* 
nette to sit on a throne. A majestic height, a 
dignified beauty, a manner of holding her head 
which is difficult to describe, combined to in- 
spire respect. On those days which were set 

* Let Dep6n«€8 ei les Rlchesses, &c. \ol. i. p. 2. 

apart 
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apart to receive the homage of the court, she 
appeared queen of tlie universe. Her features » 
without being regular, were full of charms; 
they were embellished by her complexion» 
which spread over her face a dazzling brilliancy. 
The most engaging niianners accompanied those 
charms. Nobody knew the art of obliging like 
this princess. The nikost unimportant fitvouir 
conferred by her, became doubly valuable, and 
penetrated the mind with the most lively grati* 
tude, from the winning graces with whic^ )t 
was accompanied/^* Add to it that she evinced 
hei-self equally great in her dungeon of the Con* 
dei^erie, as in the superb apartments of her 
palace at Versailles; and that she appeared 
with as much native dignity before her assassins 
of the revolutionary tribunal, as before her 
courtiers in her drawing-room. It is difficult 
to reign with spkendour ; but, afiter reigning, it 
is more difficult to encounter an untimdy death 
with firmness and resignation. Maria AntoU 
nette was as much a queea when bleedhig oa 
the scaffold, as when shining on the tbrcMie 1 ! I 

* Memoirot 6% la Ducbesie cl« Polignac, par la CSont- 
tMse Diaae de PoIignaC| page 7. 

THE 
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THE QUEEN OF SPAIN* 



We ire wtll AcqutltUfd with GtlUc fratomltjr. 

Tacitui. 

LX>UISA Maria TVrcfia, qireen of Spain, 
ifEM bom a priiKeas of Ptutna on the Oth of De* 
ceraber, 1761 5 8he wa« married to his prenent 
SfMuiiiih int\jeaty, Charles IV. on the 4ih of 
September, 17(U, and in the mother of HireoBons 
and three danufhtem* Had her royal consort the 
chararter of hta ancestor, Louis XIV. his people 
^vould have been happy, and the independence 
>ofhit kingdom respectH; h^ would not thea 
have suflTered himself to be ruled by a weak 
frincesfi, governed in her turn by a still wdak^ 
fbvourlte, that tmbecile upftert, ttie Prince of 
fieace, w4iose pernicious influence has brought 
disgrace on his soverc^lgn, and ruin on his ft»l- 
low-Hubjects. As this pernonage is by the inv- 
ixklitic partiality ^f the queen btKK>m€ of great 

consequenct 
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consequence in die actual concerns of Europe, 
some particulars respecting his origin, the pro- 
gress, and the causes of his advancement, 
must necessarily find a pro|)er place in this 
sketch. 

Don Manuel Godoy de Alvarez, prince of 
peace, was bom on the 8th of March, 1767, 
at Badajoz, in the province of Estremadura, of 
veiy obscure parents. Early in life he wa»^ 
sent to Madrid with his elder brother Louis, 
to sene in the king's life guards as comnion 
soldiers, his &raiiy not having sufficient meant 
to support them as cadets in the ann}% Don 
Manuel remained in the guards in obscu^ 
rity until his brother's banishment, which took 
place in consequence of information received 
bj' the late king, inducing a suspicion that 
the queen, then princess of Asturias,- was 
particularly attached to him* So much' was 
ChailesIII. alarmed by the intelligence, that 
he ordered Louis to be exiled from Madrid fiif 
hfe,,£^Eid he was allowed but two hours to- pnA^ 
pare for his departure. He was strictly «d^ 
joined never to approach within twenty*fi#ie 
leagues of the court. He obtained, however^ 
a company ^f the provincial militia in the place 

of 
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«f his birth, with a ctoss of the military order 
of Alcantara. During his exile, which con- 
tinued until the king's death in 1738, Louis 
had many valuable presents sent him by the 
princess of A sturias. These presents were con- 
veyed to him by Manuel, who was introduced 
to the princess by the duchess of Alva, under 
pretence of hearing him play, and accompany 
on the guitar, which he did, as the Spaniards 
term it, con gracia. On the death of Charles 
III. the same courier who brought this news 
into the district where he resided, also brought 
him his pardon, with the commission of a 
colonel in the life-guards, and orders to repair 
to Madrid without delay. 

Almost immediately after the return of Louis, 
the elevation of Manuel commenced. A new 
appointment wos crcrated for him, that of 
adjutant-general of the life-guards,with the rank 
of a major-general in the army. He bad not 
held that situation long, when he was raised to 
the rank of a lieutenant-general, and created a 
grandee of Spain of the first class, under the 
title of duke of Alcadia, the king granting him 
the royal domains of Alcadia, together with 
the revenues of the most valuable of the four 

military 
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military orders. Hi^ power soon became 9»^ 
considerable, that the proudest grandees found 
it necessaiy to solicit his influence to obtain 
even ordinary favours froin the courts Evai 
the gi-and council of CoBtile, with the phUasom 
pher and patriot Count D'Aranda at its head, 
could make no stand' against blm. At die 
xjommencement of the war with the regicides 
of France in 1793, the pusillanimous opinioB 
of the council t)f Castile was in favour of de« 
fensive operations; that the several passes of 
the Pyrennean mountains shouM be strongly 
guarded, and the army considerably augmented, 
before a thought sliould be entei>tained of 
sending any force into the French territoiy. 
But the Dulce of Alcadia flioug^t-otherwise, 
aud his opinion prevailed. The council of 
Castile was dissolved for presuming to resist it, 
and Count D'Aranda was banished, te &ni* 
gossa« 

The w^r with Fnuice had, from its begin* 
ning, been badly conducted by Spain, and ^ 
critical situation of that countiy, ' in the yeaar 
1795, compelled the Alike of Alcadia to change 
his plan, and to think only of the means of 
lepairing the injuiy the nation liad ^sustain^ 

througb 
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•through his rawness and folly. A peace was 
called for by the people, as they seemed to be- 
fieve that it would fieal all their wounds* 
Peace, upon any terms, appeared to the super- 
ficial mind of the tluke of AlQidia the best 
expedient „ that could be adopted. He, there- 
fore, precipitately concluded a treaty with regi- 
cide France equally disadvantageous and dis- 
honourable. It left the Spanish monarchy at 
the mercy of the French republic, with a ter- 
ritory abridged, her resources considerably di- 
.minished, her army almost broken down, and- 
her spirit nearly exhausted. The popular joy 
aod gratitude, however, was extreme ; and the 
king, instead of punishing an ignorant and 
presumptuous minister, conferred upon the 
peace-maker the title of Prince of Peace ! 

The differences with Portugal in 1801 af- 
forded him a safe opportunity to indulge his 
new-born ambition for military honours and 
exploits. Accordingly, at the conmiencement 
of the campaign, he boldly took the command^ 
well informed that the Portuguese had na 
means of resistance against the forces with 
which they were assailed by France and Spain 
di, the same time. This generalissimo had 

woL' 11. E never 
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envy at his elevation, or whose fidelity he 
doubted. Those he could not or dared not dis* 
miss or disgrace, he removed by advancement 
into distant provinces, or sent them with liberal 
pensions to reside in the country. He observed 
the same conduct with regard to the offices of 
the ministers of state ; where the most inferior 
clerks, messengers and attendaets, as well as 
the chief secretaries, all are indebted to hhn 
for their places. Sucli is his jealousy and pre- 
caution, that nobody is admitted to the pre- 
sence of their Spanish majesties, who has not 
previously asked and received his approbation- 
and consent. Like all other ignorant peo]ple 
he is governed by prejudices, and tormented 
by illiberal and superstitious notions. Every 
body who is not a born Spaniard he despises; 
and those who are not members of the church 
of Rome, he hates under pretence of pitying 
them. He thinks that all valour, hondur, and 
virtue, on the other ^side of the Pyrennean 
mountains are artificial^ and that all reli^n, 
not acknowledging a Roman pontiff for its vi- 
sible chief, and the vicar of Christ upon earth, 
is not 4>nly condemnable and dangerous^ but 
&1A» He makea no distinction between the 

faith 
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feith of the Protestant, or the creed of, the 
Mussulman. In bis opinion they are both in» 
iidels, and as such, undeserring confidence in 
this world, and certain of damnation in the 
next. 

The confessor of the king and of the queen 
in also the confessor of the Prince of Pt nee ; 
who generally every Saturday (but never less 
than twice a month) eases the burden of hie 
mind before the reverend father, and receiver 
his absolution. All persons who desire to con»- 
tinue in his good graces, must imitate his de- 
vout example. 

His nurse, on whom he bestows a pension of 
four thousand dollars^ resides with him at 
Madrid, as well as in the royal palaces in the 
country. Her sole occupation is to interpret 
his dreams, the having, when he was a baby, 
from one of hers, predicted that he should be- 
come a great mun ! His first occupation every 
morning is to write down what he has dreamt 
in the night, and to give it to her, that he may 
have an explication before he goes to bed again. 
Id his day dreams, during his nap& after dinner^ 
in the afternoon, Jie has no confidence, nor she 
any power to comprehend them* He is so j • 

£ 3, V 
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fiiith of the Protestant, or the creed of the 
Mussulman. In bis opinion they are both in<- 
fidels, and as such, undeserving confidence in 
this world, and certain of damnation in the 
next. 

The confessor of the king and of the queen 
19 also the confessor of the Prince of Pmce; 
who generally every Saturday (but never less 
than twice a month) eases the burden of hie 
mind before the reverend father, and receiver 
his absolution. All persons who desire to con»- 
tinue in his good graces, must imitate his de- 
vout example. 

His nurse, on whom he bestows a pension of 
four thousand dollars, resides with him at 
Madrid, as well as in the royal palaces in the 
country. Her sole occupation is to interpret 
bis dreams, bhe having, when he was a baby, 
from one of hers, predicted that he should be- 
come a great xtvcw ! His first occupation every 
morning is to write down what he has dreamt 
in the night, and to give it to her, that he may 
have an explication before he goes to bed again. 
In his day dreams, during his naps after dinner, 
in the afternoon,, he has no confidence, nor she 
any power to comprehend tliem. He is so jeu- 

X. 3- lous 
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lous of this her precious talent» that he'^;|0 
near turning' her ofl' for having once gratified the 
curiosity of the Princess of Peace on tliis in* 
■teresting subject. 

His annual revenue, from his numerous 
placjes and pensions, iind from the many estates 
given him by royal bounty, amounts to five 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, * about 
I2ofi00i. But as he is tlie master of the royal 
treasury, 'no other boundary is set to his ex- 
pences or cupidity, but his own discretion. He 
is supposed to hat'e placed several considerable 
sums in the public funds of England, France, 
and Holland, in his o^rn name, or in that of his 
wife. This lady is a daughter of an uncle of 
the king, whose marriage with a subject was 
regarded as a mesalliance , and never confirmed 
by the late or present king. So great, hov/ever, 
is his authority, that she is now admitted at 
Court with all the honours and distinctions due- 
to a princess of the blood.* 
- Such are some of the traits and particuldrs 
of a person, who, by his shameful power over 
the queen, has reduced the Spanish monarchy 

, ♦ See Le Voyageur lulien. Palermo, 1804, vol. iii. 
p. 40, t\ $eq. 

to 
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to a tributary state of France. By hU dangeiv 
ouB incnpncity and impolitic conduct, thf 
throne of Madrid is suspended botwe<*n a revo- 
lution daily dreadal, and the; Inirdeu of a dis- 
graceful war, which has neither object nor 
motive; in which success would hasten the 
ruin of the king, and in wlrich every defeat 
deeeiTeii to be celebrated with a Te Deum* 
Thanks to the Prince of Peace, it i» in this de«; 
ceitful position, it is in the arms of the as^uM* i 
sins of his family, that the kin^ of Spain drugft 
\m existence, a prey to the perturbation of hi^ 
mind", the ignorance and indecisions of his mi-^ 
nisicrs, the complaints, the misery of his sub- 
jects; to anxiety for the present, and to terror 
for the future. Sluml)oring beneath 'a roof of 
poignards, this monarch, bound by the ties of 
an unnatural alliance, can neither break them, 
nor suffer thcni to remain unl)roken "without 
danger : can neither make peace nor support 
war. Ilis allies are his scourges, his enemies ' 
•re his protectors. He would cease to be a king 
were the linglish to cease being victorious. 
Long ago would Buonaparte and Talleyrand 
have struck off the king of Spain from among 
the number. of crowned heads; long ago would 

li ft > tlicic; 
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their regicide and liberticide politics have diir* 
posed of the states of this monurch, Imd not the 
imposing force of Great Britain, the fear of a 
»ew coalition, and the temporary necessity of 
recurring to artifices, postponed this event. 

The. weakness of the queen of Spain, in the 
choice of her favourite, is tj^e only error with 
which she is reproached. She is an aflectionatfc 
wife, a tender mother, a faithful friend, and a 
generous and good sovereign. Not entirely 
free from the Italian superstition imbibed iti 
her youth, nor from the Spanish bigotry, which 
a long residence in Spain has almost natural* 
Ized ; she is, however, tolerant and endearing, 
4more so than either her royal consort or her 
')>rincely favourite. That her liberal principles 
and sound judgment have restmined the in- 
human authority, and cruel and persecuting 
spirit, of the so much dreaded Spanish inquisi- 
tion, suspended if not abolished its judicial 
murders, is reported in Spain, and believed in 
most other countries. The fanatics at Rome 
alone do the Prince of Peace the honour of 
accusing him of impiety for this act, not of 
philanthropy but of justice.* 

^.See L« Voyaguur Italiou. PiUtrmo, 1804, toLiiLp. 66. 

Of 
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Of the French Bourbons, the Prince of 
Conti and the duchess dowager of Orleans are 
the only persons who reside in Spain, and they 
lead lives of retirement, of obscurity, and de- 
Totion. They, as well as die other members of 
the proscribed Bourbons^ have experienced but 
little from tlie generosity, and lesa from the 
attention, of tiieir royal . relatives in Spain;. 
Except Louis XVIII. who has an annuity of 
oiie hundred thousand dollars from. Charles 
IV. no Bourbon^ prince receives any pension 
from his Spanish majesty, nor any presents 
from his queen* This cannot be ascribed ta 
want of feeling or liberality in this princess^ 
but to the littleness of mind of the Prince of 
Peace ; to his avarice, and fear of incurring) 
the displeasure of Buonaparte, or rather of di^ 
minishing the number of the queen's doup&urs^ 
to himseli. 

Madame Napoleone Buonaparte has insultetS 
die queen of Spain, as well as most other 
continental princesses, with her letters and 
presents. To the former- no written answer* 
has been senti her Spanislv majesty not writing' 
French, and Madame Buonaparte not reading 
or understanding Spanish. The refusal of the 

£ 5 presents 
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presents might have been regarded as a decla« 
ration of war; they were therefore accepted ^ 
but laid up, to remain untouched \ and may on^ 
day in llie museum at Madrid be »hown as n 
cutious monument of the upstart and rerolu* 
tionary audacity of tlio (xtnt years of the nine* 
teenth century. These presents, consisting of 
a Brussels lace gown and veil, and an elegantly 
embroidered silk gown of the Lyons mauu* 
factory, have been estimated by brokers^ and 
their full value returned in a diamond neck** 
lacei presented to Madame Buonaparte by the 
Spanish ambassador Gravina on his first au« 
dience.* 

Both when at Madrid, and in the royal pa» 
laces in the provinces, the king and quoen al- 
ways sleep in the same room in diiHferent beds, 
and oftini the Prince of Peace obtains tb# 
honour of having liis bud placed by the side or 
between the beds of his royal master and mis- 
tress. During the journey to the frontiers of 
the kingdom in 17fJ(i, where the king and 
quteh vfiiXii to meet their daughter and son-in« 
If^Wi the princess and prince of BrazilSi the bed 

'* 006 Lq Vriyi^feur ItiUen, tol. lU. p. 90. 
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-of the Prince of Peace was every tAght, in 
every house where they rested, placed between . 
those of hia royal sovereigns, hanng the 
queen on hi^ right and the king on his left 
hand. From the known religious and moMl 
sentiments of the royal couple, ancl their tti\*^ 
tual affection and regard, what in other coufi^- 
tries would have excited ridicule, if not scandal, 
was in Spain merely considered as a proof of their 
reciprocal confidence aad friendship fot their 
favourite.* 

The Prince of Peace, though the real, is rta 
longer the nominal prirtie minister of Spain. 
In critical affairs, or when transactions of gi'eat 
tonsequence are upon the eve of being de- 
cided, he however always condescends, to en- 
tertain foreign ambassadors with his dulhess,. 



• Le Voyageur Ualien, vol. iii. p. 125 In the gum* 

iner of 1797, the author roet with Count de L — — at 

Paris, who is a Brabant nobleman by hirth, but a supe- 
rior officajr of the Walloon guard of the king of Spain. 
He confirmed what has been said of the etiquette of 
placing the bed of the favourite in the mitldle. He wa« 
one of the officers on duty during this journey, auvl spoke 
of it as nothing extraordinary, or rather as an ordinary 
occurrence. 

E S in 
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in his private audiences. Don Pedro Ceval^ 
lot) is the first secrettiry of state for the foreign 
de[>artment. Don Joseph Antonio Caballero 
is the minister of justice, and has ad interim the 
port folio of the war department. Don Do* 
xningo de Grandallana is the chief minister of 
the navy, and Don Miguel Cayetan Soler is the 
minister of the financeer. All these ministers 
are obliged to communicate their reports, plans^ 
or proposals to the Prince of Peace and the 
queen, before they lay them before the king { 
■who approves of them, and signs them as soon 
as he he^irs that they have not been objected 
to by his royal consort. It is impossible to 
pay a greater compliment to the superior ge« 
uius of the queen of Spain.* 

• Lt Voyageur Itallen, Yol. iU. ptge U^ 
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should one day be the biographer of revolu- 
tionary characters, and in duty obliged to place 
in his work a princess destined to ascend a 
throne, as a gaihbr by that political, social, 
moral, and religious overthrow in France, which 
has produced such general misery. Louis XVI. 
had just then exchanged his earthly for aA hea-, 
venly crown, and in the court circle of his Prus- 
sian majesty reigned but one sentiment — a de-* 
testation of die regicide assassins of the French 
monarch, and a determination never to lay down 
arms until loyalty had punished and crushed 
rebellion. Who could then have foretold that 
regicide France should in some few years owe 
to Prussia alone, not only her impunity , but 
her power to tlireuten the .world with an uni* 
versal revolution. . 

Whether impolitic errors of courts may aa 
justiy be attributed to depraved and immoral 
courtiers^ as shameful and dangerous transact 
tions of cabinets are to ignorant or corrupted 
ministers, the sovereigns of the Prussian nK>- 
narchy have certainly since 1795 been encom- 
passed by every thing derogatory to greatness, 
undeiminiDg rank, insulting virtue, humiliat* 
ing. loyalty, and destructive to social order. 

Wliat 
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Wlnt can contemporaries think, what must 
posterity judge of certain transactions, and of 
certain connections of the cabinet of BerHn ? 
Does it not seem as if every confidential at* 
tendant of the Prussian queen was studying to 
degrade her, and every confidential counsellor 
of the, Prussian king vras a traitor conspiring 
against lawful sovereignty, or at least a well ^ 
paid pensioner of usurpation, or an artful 
intriguer in its pay, plotting against all ancient 
dynasties ? 

The day on which Prussia forsook the coa* 
lition \iy the treaty of Basle, she inclosed her-* 
•elf in a circle of dangers. She broke the ob*» . 
ligation of her alliances without being able to 
form any, took umbrage at being reproached^ 
resumed that national hatred, which die wis«' 
dom of the Emperor Leopold, and the patrioti* ^ 
ism of Frederick William II. had abjured ; and- 
forgot revolutionary France to dread Austria: 
and RuH^ia. Assisted by these fktal dissen- 
sionSy Buonaparte and bis predecessors have» 
pursued their disorganizations, plots, and usur« 
pations. 

But admitting the probability of suspicioii^ 

disseminated 
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disseminated by emissaries from Paris, and 
credited at Berlin, against the sincerity of the 
two imperial courts, is there any comparison 
between the risks which the Prussian monarchy 
would run from their alliance and their success, 
or from the consequence of their being overcome ? 
On the one hand a province or two threatened, 
perha})s invaded, and perhaps afterwards re- 
stored ; on the other, all the scourges of the 
revolution, joined to those of a desperate war, 
the existence of the king, of his queen, of his 
children, of his relatives, of his senrants, of 
his nobility, of his government, calamities 
without remedy, miseries that will whiten the 
hairs of the youthful sovereigns, mourning in 
exile the fall of their throne, or borne to their 
graves in a foreign land. SJiould another coi>» 
tinental virar break out, the neutrality of Prussiar 
would be a crime, for which Buonaparte would' 
soon undertake to avenge Europe. 
■ Louisa Augusta Wilhelmina Amelia, Queen: 
of Prussia, was born on the 10th of March^ 
1776, is the daughter of Duke Charles Loub 
Frederick, sovereign of the duchy of Mecklen«» 
burg-StrelitZj and niece of her meyesty the 

queen. 
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(|tic*cn of Grcriit Britiin. She was betrothed to 
har royal con»ort in Fctbiaiary, and married on 
the 94th D<!remb(^r, 17Pd. IldmlHome in her 
pcTHon, ttCCompliMhi.'d in her nnannenj, with a 
mind equally elevated and noble^ Hhe ponneMUns 
talents 8tifllci(^nt» if left unbiuHHed, to alleviate 
the burden of HhUe to hur royal conhiort. Milled, 
or prrjiidiced, »he in, by u fatality kdonging 
to our wretched thtiCH, become an indirect in- 
ttrument to support usurpation in France, by 
forsaking her native dignity, and condescending 
to put herst'lf on a level with a revolutionary 
empress, and by not dissuading her husband from 
forming those scandalous relations, whi(;h unite 
him with the most atrocious of usurpers ; which 
have made him exchange the insignia of an 
order of royalty, for the polluted and blood- 
stained decorations of the assassin of the Duke 
of Enghien, worn by regicides, rebels, mur-* 
derers, Septembrizers, robbers, and the many 
monffters of infamy and crime produced by the 
French revolution. When a loyal subject sects 
Frederick William IIL accepting from the in- 
eolent and barbarous Napoleon tiie First, 
with one hand German indemnities, the spoil 
of hitf country, and with the other, the cor« 

dons 



90 THE FEMALE PLUl'AttCH. 

<lons of the pretended legion of honour, the 
trophies of succesi^ful rebellion;* aiid bis 
queen knitting a soarf for the ai(i-di>cainp» 

and 

• As soon as the Prussian Black Eagle decorated the bo- 
fom of the Corsican assassin attd pois(^ner, the king of 
Sweden returned that order, u it is naid, with the followin|^ 
kttei : 

'* Sin, ray cousin! Equals by the same rank, lawfultir 
inherited from our equally illustrious ancestors, and allied 
by those ties of consanguinity, which at the present crU 
tioal period, should make us Jo^e each other as relatiTCt^ 
even if policy prevented us from con^batiog together 
against usurpation as princes, I little expected to be ■ tti> 
der the painful necessity of declining to wear any longer 
that order, which your majesty and my grand-uncle 
Frederick the Great, rendered so eminently honourable. 
What would this royal warrior say,, were he now alive^ 
to witness the Prussiaii Eagle decorating the bosom ef a 
Corsican usurper, accused of the most enormous crimes^ 
and who, last year, dragged almost from my vide, on^he 
neutral territory of my father-in-law, the Duke of Enghien, 
to become his midnight assassin ? He would march at the 
head of 200,000 men ; yes, at the head of the armies of 
all the insulted or menaced monarchies of Europe ; be 
would tear the Eagle from this criminal, wbo dishonours 
it, or perish in the attempt. I, unfortunately, am neither 
so pewerRil, nor so popular, but no polluted insignia ^liatt 
degrade me. There shall never be any thing common 
between Aie and the most ferocious of men. Whatever 
your majesty's ignorant or perverse counsellors may state 

to 
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mid •ccompHcc* of a criminal Coreican adven- 
turer^ and v^earing a lace gowu, presented 
by his wife, the profligate mistress of the regi« 
cide Barras; what must he conclude of the 
principles, of the sense, of the honour, nay of 
the lionesty, of their Prussian majesties* con- 
fidential friendsy trusted favouritesi and leading 
advisers? 

to the contrtry, provinca, nay kingdoms enn never indemnify 
certain acts, and certain conduct. Repritted prlncei are neter 
pardmied. No IffgUlmatt •ufcrtign ctn reign in laftty tt 
long tf ttfurpation tvran))i«e» ov«r France and the lurrounding 
•atlona. He who mow periuadei your niajeiity to thl« act of 
humiliation, will in fonie time hence comm.ind you to rcilgn 
your crown to fome wicked, daring, or desperate iidventurt^r ' 
Ilka htiiiaMf. Hi« own uiurimt'ton mtUI not be lufe and KUbU, 
beibrs Ne bat immolated the U>it loyal subject on the tomb of 
the la«t legitimate prince. May my alarm prove -ja unfounded 
aa the itep 1 have taken in paiufel to/* Sec, &c. dc, 

(Signed) « G. A. Hex." 

See Lee Kowellee A la Main, Paris \6th Vloreal (year xlll. 
May Cth, 1805), fio 11, page 7 and 6. 

Did w*iXY otiief lawful tovereign posneii the cluracter and 
fpirii of OuHavui Adolpliuw IV. Buona|>urte*f reign would 
foon be o?er. 

• Immediately after hif usurpation, Buonaparte aent Duroc 
t<> Berlin, provided with biiU of excl\ange6f g<7veral milliona, 

aaOOUST for Utl TSAVj^LLIKO IXtiMCM. 

Justice 
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Justice and impartiality require, however, that 
it slioukl also be remarked, that the lustre of the 
Prussian monarchy Wiis clouded before theif 
majesties began to reign. It was obscured, i( 
not darkened, by its treaties with the regicidf 
French republic. This was however not sur* 
prisin.!^. The late king, enervated by debauclieryv 
and influenced by corrupt or depraved mistressesi 
became the easy dupe of seduction, and a- prey 
to delusion. During his last years the reins of 
state were directed by revolutionary illummati^ 
by political quacks, or by abandoned women 
without principle or virtue. The errors and 
vices of his government, although reprehensible 
and complained of, were nevertheless justly as- 
cribed to others, not to himself. But when, 
shortly after the accession of their present ma- 
jesties, the ex- Abbe Sieyes, the most infamously 
notorious of regicides, was admitted as an am- 
bassador at Berlin, loyalty was dejected, an4 
rebellion reared its head in triumph. Notwith- 
standing any thing a Haugwitz, a Schoulem* 
bourg, or a Hardenberg, may have asserted to 
the contrary, the assassin of one king could 
never be a proper person to figure in the court 
of another. But many thought that even this 

humiliating 
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humiliating act was merely a teinporar)% though 
a degrading measure^ commanded by imperious 
circumstances. 

It was not until the following yeat (1799)» 
when tlie most artful as well as tlie most outra- 
geous of usurpers had seized on tlie throne of 
the Bourbons, that all truly loyal and religious 
men began to be alarmed at the conduct of 
tlie Prussian cabinet The manner in which 
Buonaparte^s emissary Duroc was cajoled and 
caressed at the court of Berlin did not diminish 
j their apprehensions. He was not only treated 
i "with the same ceremony as the representative 
x)f a legitimate sovereign, but with a distinction 
unusual as well as unbecoming. Being one clay 
pemiitted to be present at the piinide of the 
garrison of Berlin, he expressed some approba* 
tion of the scarfs of the oiticers of the king's 
body guards. No sooner was her Prussian 
majesty informed of his condescension, than she . 
or rather her courtiers, caused her to degrade . 
her rank aiid elevation, and to forget that this 
Duroc was nothing but the valet of a mean ad-* 
venturer, who six years before could not hav« 
obtained the commission ^f a subaltern in the 
Prussian service. The que^n is said to hQve , 

knitted 
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knitted loith her own hamk a scarf i-^t ukfumH- 
that she presented one to Diiroc with her oton 
hand on the day he took leave. 

This impolitic step, (which took place during 
the winter of 17P9) to say no worse of it, en* 
couraged Buonaparte to send during the winter 
of 1800, his brother Louis to fraternize witli the 
king, queen, and royal femily at Berlin. - A» 
might be expected, this prince of Corsicaii 
blood was brutal, they were enduring ; he was 
insolent, and they were condescending; he be- 
haved, from Avant of education, from presump* 
tion and vanity, like an upstart sans<-culotte; 
they, like sovereigns, like princes and princesseir, " 
ijrho saw that they had advanced too far, but 
who had not courage or disinterestedness enough 
to retreat, and instead of entertaining and 
feasting this ill-bred vagabond at Berlin, at 
Potsdam, at Charlottenbourg, or at Sans Souci^ 
to shut him up among his equals, at Magdebourg' 
or at Spandau. 

Every year has since proved that Napoleon; 
Buonaparte haa the same ascendancy in the' 
cabinet of Berlin, as in those of Madrid and * 
Florence; the transactions of Prussia seem 
often to be as much commanded by him as*' 

those 
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those of the Helvetian and Batavian republics. 
In 1800, in obedience to his plans of ambition 
and vengeance, Prussia joined the northern' 
league against Great Britain. In 1801, his- 
▼iews of subversion sent a Prussian army to in- 
¥Bide Hanover. In 1809, the Prussian govern- 
ment accepted with avidity his dishonourable 
indemnities. In 1803, the king of Prussia wasr 
<x>mpelled sifcntly to suffer the electorate of 
Hanover to be occupied by Buonaparte's baw^- 
ditti. In 1804 a private correspondence was 
b^pun between Napoleon the First and Fre- 
drick William III.; between Louisa Augusta 
Wilhelmina- Amelia, lawful queen of Prussia, 
and Josephine de la Pagerie, the revolutionary' 
empress of the French, and the latter presejited' 
the former with her famous revolutionary lace- 
gowiK In 1805 the fraternity between the- 
Intimate king of Prussia and the unlawful' 
warper of France Was approaching to an orgifn-' 
iintion) and drawing towards a conclusion. 
Frederick William wore the same order with* 
die r^icides Sieyes and Cambaceres, with the 
drowner, terrorist, and regicide Fou<5:h6, with • 
the Septembrizers Tallien, Murat, and Co. and 
Kapoleon was seen with that eagle, which was 

rendered 
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rendered so illustrious, so honourable, by 

derick tlie Great* 

» 

It has been a maxim with all former revo- 
lutionary heroes, as well as with Buonaparte^ 
to degrade in the eyes of their subjects those 
sovereigns they meditated to dethrone and 
destroy; and political incendiaries and in- 
triguers have always constituted the advanced 
guards of their armies. After what has already 
happened, Europe will probably in 1806 see 
tlie Prussian government libelled in the Mo- 
jiiteur; in 1807, threatened in manifestoes ; in 
1808, . the Prussian territory invaded by a 
French army: in 1809, a Schmetteau, or some 
other Prussian Buonaparte, declared a Prussian 
first consul ; in 1810, this first consul proclaim* 
ing himself an emperor, and offering to tlie 
chiefs of the house of Brandenburgh, as an in- 
demnity for their throne, for the throne of 
their ancestors and posterity, some barren 
island in the Baltic, belonging to the king of 
Sweden or of Denmark. 

* At Paris (hey call the cordons of the Legioa of 

Ifononr, distributed at Berlin "by Buonaparte to .the 

Prussian ministeit and feiierals, ^* Buonaparte's leediaf* 

strings." ' 

Thid 
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This prediction, if bold » 13 not tmprobable, 
nor the mere reverie of an over-heated imagi*- 
nation. It would be a libel upon the members 
of the cabinet of Berlra, vireak and selfish as 
they have proved themselves, to suppose that 
they would dare to advise their prince to sub- 
scribe to any more or greater sacrifices, to 
please the outrageous and ever-increasing am« 
bition of Buonaparte. But the first rei*usal of 
his Prussian majesty to submit to the usurper's 
dictates, accustomed as he is to implicit obe- 
dience at Berlin, will be regarded as an object 
of mutiny, and treated as such. Whether Buo-* 
iiaparte*s audacity is then resented with spirit 
or endured in silence, the consequence must be 
equally fatal, shodtd those sovereigns who have 
tieeh deserted by Prussia desert her in their tumt 
She is unable to struggle alone against Btiona« 
parte's republic, against his armies, artifices, 
oorruptions, crimes, and disorganizations ; and 
an unavailing resistance will only prolong hor 
agony 7 should, however, her patience not yet 
be exhausted, the impertinent adventurer, who 
in 1805 obliged a Prussian monayrch to register 
kis name among the regicides and rebels of tlie 

rot. II* F Legiou 
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Legioii of Honour, will in a short time pfe* 
sent this sovereign his decree of depdsition^r 
and command it to be signed and obeyed, or 
he will inforce obedience with his five hundred • 
thousand bayonets. From psist occurrences 
in the south of Europe, it may easily be fore- 
seen what will happen in the north. Of all 
the states of the European commonwealth^ 
England by her position, by her constitution^ - 
the prodigious energy which the present crisis 
has displayed, and by the valour and patrn 
otism of her inhabitants, is alone able to brave 
single-handed her cruel and ungenerous fi)e; 
but where is the next country^ isolated and 
left to itself, that possesses similar advao* 
tages ? 

But if the situation of the Prussian moi^archy 
is critical, all the misery of the present ge* 
neration, and the actual oppressed and unset* 
tied state of the continent, may safely be as* 
cribed to the imbecility, treachery, inuno* 
rality, or selfishness of Prussian statesmen and 
mmisters. Had npt Prussia made a peace. 
with France in 1795, Austria would have that 
year tecoveied Brabant and Flanders, and ca 
r ' . ' ' . Aat 
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^t side forced the French republic ivithin tha 
ancient limits of the French monarchy : and 
Spain would not have signed her eternal bond^ 
age. Ilad Prussia in 1799 joined the coalition^ 
the Batavians would have broken their fetters t 
Italy would have been free, and Germany ia* 
dependent. Had Pruftsia in 1803 evinced any 
inclination to enter into a league with Eng« 
landt Russia, and Austria, the world wouk} 
before this time have been delivered of the Cof* 
sican monster, enjoyed peace, and never hear4 
of an emperor of the French nor of a king of 
Italy. May the wrath of Heaven not fall oi| 
the Iieads of those who have paved the way to 
the slavery of the universe, to the wretchednesa 
of ages ! ! ! 

In no other kingdom have the principles of 
equality and of innovations met with more 
approvers, than in the despotic military and 
artificial Prussian monarchy. Even those wbQ 
have most to los^e by a. revolution, the highec 
classes, seem not entirely free from a danger* 
OU8 anti-social infatuation. To what else can 
be ascribed the impolitic simplicity introduced 
at the court of Berlin, an. economy bordering 

r 2 upon 
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upon avarice^ and a condescension approaching 
meanness ? Is this the time to appoint the son 
and brother of a baker, a man posseting the 
manners of a German college pedant^ a go* 
vemor over a prince royal destined to reigo 
at some future period? Such a man may^ 
make his royal pupil a good scholar, an illu* 
minato, or a sophist ; but he can neither in* 
struct him in the difficult art of governing a 
nation, or, when exercising his power, how to 
command respect and obedience, as mudi by 
dignified and becoming conduct as by elevated 
rank. Every loyal person who has had the 
honour of being presented to his Prussian ma- 
jesty, and who has also had the misfortune 
to observe Buonaparte in the palace of the 
Thuilleries, must with regret have seen bash* 
fiihiess where ease was expected, and ease 
where it was believed bashfulness was innate, 
as almost the natural companion of vulgarity 
and lowness, even when raised to or seizing 
f minence. In revolutionary times hereditary 
indolence in pr'mces is to be preferred to here* 
ditary bashfulness. 

The queen of Prussia is the tender ^mother of 

six 
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six children: four princes and two princesses; 
of whom the eldest was born on the 15tli of 
October 175)6, and the youngest on the 15th of 
January 1805.* 



♦ The winter of 1800 was passed' by the royal family, not 
in the palace, but in a private house at Berlin, to save, a» 
was reported, the ex pence of many fires, wood being rather 
dear. Every day, about one oVlock in the afternoon, the 
king took a walk, without any other suite than one of his 
majesty'^ aid decamps. The queen, at the same hour, took 
an airing in a plain post-chaise, so plain th:it not its equal is 
found in any inn of Great Britain : behind the po.u-chaise 
stood two servants, and by her side was either her brother or 
some lady of her coart. She was accompanied with no guards, 
•r any attendants in any other carriage. Among a people, 
vrhose religious ideas were shaken under Frederic the Great j 
vrhose morals were corrupted under the reign of his successor ; 
and who, under the present reign, have listened with avidity 
to the revolutionary doctrine of French emissaries, and who 
have seen their sovereign by treaties descend to a level wtth^ 
the present as well as with former usuipers in France, all 
base as well as criminal, such an affected simplicity will cei- 
Uinly not augment their loyalty. 

Every day during the same winter, when the weather 

permitted, the young prince royal and his cousin, nearly 

of his own age, son of the late Prince Lewis, took a walk 

on a place called the Linden, accompanied with no other 

person but tlieir goYernor, a brother, and a son of a baker 

f3 at 
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at Majrdebiirg. The children of tradesmen in good clfcum* 
stances in Fiig'aiid are much better dressed than those two 
princes were^ and no mtrchant^'t clerk ^in thU country is 
•o 8haM>ily accoutred, as was their governor^ an honest 
man, who would make an excellent oihtr in • charity 
school . 
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THE QUEEN D01FAGER AND 
REGENT OF ETRURIA. 



Qae direz-TouSy races futurct. 

Si quelque foit un rrais discourt * 

VouB r6cit les arantures 

De no8 aboQiinablei jutirt ? 

THE French revolutionary system is and 
will always remain the same, whether the 
French revolutionary rulers style themselves 
citizens, sans-culottes, or emperors and kings. 
To crush grandeur, to ruin wealth, to exalt 
meanness and to enrich poverty, were the 
principles and the objects of the French revo- , 
lutionists of 1S05, as well as of those of 1789. 
Their first undertaking was, b}^ calumnies, so- 
phistry, and ridicule, to make hereditary rank 
despised, and hereditary property envied and 
unsafe; to encourage the rabble to insult or 
destroy the one, and to attack and seize the 
otiicr. As is unfortunately too well known, 

F 4 they 
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they generally succeeded with regard to titled or 
rich individuals ; but as to sovei^igns^ except 
in tlifcir own country, they meet with more dif- 
ficulties, more resistance, in their endeavours 
to compel them by thi^ats and libels^ by plots 
and arms, to descend to a level with the 
preachers of the rights of man and the apostles 
of equality. 

What neither the vulgar and abusive lan- 
guage of sans-culottibm, and the sanguinary 
scenes of terrorism und< r Robespierfe, nor the 
more rctined, but no less impertinent and 
dan^=;'erous policy of ihe Directory could ac- 
complish, the craft, crimes, and cunning of 
Kapoleon Buonaparte and his accomplices 
have effected. 

** In t^'^e present state of civilization in Eu- 
rope, and after the horrors inspired by tl« 
bold but |>olitical atrocities, perpetrated by 
our predece^'sors,** said the members at the 
secret universal revolutionary committM to 
themselves, it is absurd any longer to hope, 
that legitimate emperors, kings, and princes 
will renounce, from philosophy, their supre- 
macy over inferiors of superior merit; or that 
subjects^ from a love of liberty and equality, 

wUl 
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will rise in a mass, and voluntarily elect roerito* 
yiotis men (their equals) for their chiefs.; it ii 
tiierefope necessary to change the plan, and 
to make hereditary sovereignty contemptible,' 
by making able but contemptible persons he« 
seditary sovereigns-. If these preserve their 
place, an universal revolution will advance 
with rapid strides; if the)' are dethroned, they 
have however by their example and audacity 
Bhewn ambitious and' daring subjects the wajr 
to the throne, and furnished new fuel, new 
energy, to the revolutionary spirit.**' 

** The victories of Moreau in Germany, had? 
at that period (the Autumn 1800) deprive* 
Austria of all means of resistance, and made it- 
certain that the court of Vienna MH)uld soorr 
be obliged to^sign such terms as the cabinetT 
of St. Cloud should dictate. To..sound the^ 
groundt and to humiliate the regal name by 
princely and kingly impolicy before thrones 
were openly occupied by upstarts, Talleyra^id* 
advised Buonaparte- to offer the= sovereignty of 
the grand duchy of Tuscany, in changing it to a 
revolutionary Icingdom of Etruria, to an infent 
of Spain, to a Bourbon prince, that the same 
fiimily^ ii^bich had so lately accustomed re-^- 

E 5 beIiiou»> 
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bellious subjects to drag their mooarcbs Am 
execution, might also be accused of having 
emboldened rebellions, by accepting from 
them monarchical authority. The Spanish 
dictator, the ignorant and presumptuous 
Prince, of Peace, swallowed the bait, and for 
seventy millions (3,000,0001. sterling) divided 
among the petty and beggarly Buonapartes^ 
purchased the throne of Etruria for a prince 
of Parma, a Spanish infant, married to a Spanish 
infanta. 

** This first manoeuvre of the revolutionary 
French conspirators succeeded beyond their 
most sanguine expectation. The treaty of 
Luneville sanctioned it, and all the other 
states of Europe remained silent. No com* 
plaint3 of emperors were heard, nor protests of 
kings were read. When princes did not re* 
monstrate, subjects could not interfere* He 
-who made kings without opposition, nay witb* 
out a murmur, would have been modest and 
unambitious, virtuous and patriotic indeed, 
had he not in his turn made himself an esH 
peror; particularly when such an usurpation 
completed the plots of former revolutionists, 
and etfected that political revolution meditated 

.for 
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for such a length of time ; which had already 
oectksioned so much bloodshed, so many wars 
and such enormous crimes. The proclama- 
tion of Napoleon the first as an emperor of the 
French was the official act of proscription of 
all ancient dynasties of princes. Such were 
th« resolutions, such the opinions, such the 
discussions, and such the plans of Sieyes, 
Cambaceres, Talleyrand, Fouch6, Roederer, 
Garat, and twenty other rebels, composing 
Buonaparte's secret revolutionary committee 
for propagating and organizing an universal 
revolution/** 

Maria Louisa Josephina the qucfcn dowager/ 
regent of the kingdom of Etruria, was born at 
•Madrid on the 17th of July, 17SQ. and is the 
daughter of Charles IV. king of Spain, and of 
his queen Louisa Maria Theresa, born a 
princess of Parma^ She was married to her 
first cousin the late king of Etruria, on the 
S5th of August, 1795. They were both de- 
0cendant8 of Philip V, the grandson of Louis 
XIY. made by him a king of Spain, and ac- 
knowledged as such by England, and all other 

^ Tht whole article U extracted from Les Nouvellei & la ' 
Main, Vcntoge, ye»r xill. No. 1. p. Id and IC. 
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countries, by the treaty of Utrecht, in 1713* 
Having through foreign and upstart influenoe 
become the sovereigns of the Tuscans, against 
the inclinations of that ]>eople, ever attached 
to the princes of the house of Austria, (under 
ivhom they had enjoyed such prosperity) the 
king and queen of Etruria had not only pre<^ 
judices to remove, but hatred to vanquish; 
and in a short time they so far succeeded, 
that their subjects have continued quiet, if not 
contented. 

The late king v^as a prince of a vireak consti- 
tution* but of a still v^eaker mind. He was 
ignorant and superstitious, irresolute and 
thnid ; sometimes vain of his kingly title^ at 
other times regarding his dignity as an usuv* 
pation; as a prerogative appertaining to an- 
other. At one time he vrrote to the king of 
Spain letters of thanks for procuring him ^ 
throne, and at another he reproached hk 
&ther-in-law with his elevation, purchased of 
a man who had no right to dispose of it^ as fi 
political simony. One day he expressed his 
intention of abdicating his crown and retiiii^ 
to a convent, and the next he declared that he 
would rule as a king to the day of his deatk 

Before 
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Before that time, however, his infirmities ia- 
creased to such a degree, that he was reduced 
to the necessity of consenting to the appoiHtr 
ment of a regency. He died on the S7th of 
May, 1803, at the age of thirty-two, tormented 
equally by ambition and by remorse. He was 
succeeded by his son Charles Louis II. born 
on the 22d of December 1799, and the queea 
dowager was proclaimed queen regent during 
her 8on*s minority. 

It was not supposed that a young, interest- 
ing and handsome princess, under twenty^- 
three, would continue in an eternal widows 
hood ; public rumour therefore bestowed on 
her numerous suitors; among whom were 
archdukes of Austria, infants c^ Spain, and 
princes of Naples. But Buonaparte had dif- 
ferent views; all her actions were therefore 
watched by his public and private spies. No 
sooner was Clark, his ambassador at Florence, 
informed that the queen dowager seemed to 
place greater confidence in one person thaa 
in another, than he in the name of his master 
insisted on the dismissal, disgrace, or exile of 
the supposed favourite. In the space of si^ 
months^ ten patriotic Tuscan noblemen were 

obliged 
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obliged to quit their native' country, Jbedause 
they were suspected of being agreeable to thfe 
queen regent^ their sovereign, or inimical to 
the oppression, extortion, and plunder of their 
countrymen by the agents of Buonaparte, in 
the name of the French Republic* 

The queen dowager found her kingdom ta^ 
votved in debt and pecuniary embarrassments. 
The finances of the state were in confusion^ 
without credit, without confidence, and almo^ 
"without resource, on account of the incessant 
loans, requisitions, and contributions, revolu- 
tionary France wrested from her subjects. In 
vain did she endeavour by introducing regu- 
larity, and setting an example of the strictest 
economy herself to restore order. New loans, 
new requisitions, and new contributions, de- 
manded by French commissaries, and enforccfA 
by French bayonets, again deranged all hdir 
regulations, all her ordinances. Her ambassa- 
dor at Paris in vain negociated, petitioned, re- 
monstrated, and paid ; all was inefTectuaL 
When Buonaparte had no ready money to 

* See Le Voyageur Italien. Palermo, 1804, vol. i. ]^g« 
4 and 6, 
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distribute among liis extravagant courtiers or 
starying relatives, he gave them a check on 
the kingdom of Etruria with the same indifier« 
eoce as on hb private banker. These checks, 
or as they were called in Flrance, hons^ were 
sold by their owners to the highest bidder, and 
usually bought up t^ the agents of the French 
commissaries in Italy, who took care to be 
paid both principal and interest. Talleyrand 
imitated the conduct of his master. At the 
gaming-table, as well as in his closet, he wrote 
to the queen-dowager for frequent loans, and 
these friendly letters were as negociable as 
bills of exchange, because every one was well 
aware that the sum demanded would be paid 
at sight, in whatever distress the princess might 
be involved. A refusal on her port would 
have been a resignation of her authority^ At 
length, when Admiral Gravina, the Spanish 
ambassador, was also acknowledged by Buona- 
parte as her representative in France, after 
much trouble, great expencc, and many 
bribes, she at last obtained a treaty, in which 
the yearly tribute to be paid by Etruria to 
France was fixed.* 

• Sec \jt Voyageur Itallen. Palermo, 18C4. vol. 1. p. 25. 
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But although several secret articles were 
annexed to this treaty, in mrhich both the 
usurper and his minister had made stipulations 
for their private purse, it was violated by Francs 
within six months after its ratification. On 
the faith of it, the queea regent had instituted 
a financial commission^, composed' of her ablesi 
and most disinterested counsellors, charged to- 
contrive the means of settling the claims of 
the creditors of the state,, without imposing 
new burdens oa the people. The pillage,, 
however,, of French agents continuing, &ey 
soon resigned their trust; being too loyal to 
deceive their sovercign, too patriotic to op* 
press theip fellow subjects,, but at the same 
time too timid not to dread the threats and 
the vengeance of France, in case their laboup 
and a faithful exposure of facts should have 
substituted order for. anarchy, and have in* 
formed their countiymen, that to Buonaparte 
'alone they had to ascribe their interminable 
sufferings.* 

** Whei» most continental sovereigns huit 
aaluted tj^e Corsican as emperor of. the French,. 

* See Le Voyageur Italiea. Palermo, 1804, roL' L. 
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a fiiintly council was held in the palace of the 
ThuillerieSf where it was resolved to consoli- 
date the usurpation of an upstart adventurer 
by intermarrying with families of princes, 
whose pride and interest Would ^ by such a con- 
nection, be closely connected with tlie pride, 
interest, and welfare of the Buonapartes. To 
inspire obedience by means of terror even in 
those nearest to hitn. Napoleon disgraced his 
two brothers, Lucien and Jerome Buonaparte, 
for having formed improper matches ; that is 
to say, they had married moilest and honest 
women, whose parents and relations had coni- 
nitted no revolutionary crimes that could 
make them worthy a family alliance with a 
/(evolutionary emperor. To prevent the Bour« 
bone from reproaching other sovereign houses 
that might listen to such proposals, with their 
degradations of birth and rank, of prcroga* 
tives and supremacy, the queen dowager of 
Etruria was marked as an easy prey to their 
ambition and vanity ; and Eugenius de Bcau« 
barnois being the nearest unmarried relation 
of Buonaparte, tie wa», by the above-mentioned 
&mily council, decreed her husband and as^* 

sistani 
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siitant regent of E)truria. As a preparatory 
step, he wasy by his mock iniperial father* 
in-law, made a mock serene highness, and 
v^ith a numerous suite dispatched to Flo- 
rence. He set out, provided with lettem 
of credit and credentials, with instructionfl 
and presents, with offers of aggrandisement 
and threats of expulsion of the reigning fa^ 
mily." 

This impertinent resolution of the Biionap 
partes had fortunately been foreseen, particUf* 
larly by the court of Naples, which, aftei 
some serious expostulations, had obtained franoi 
the court of Madrid a promise of an united 
resistance to such an outrage offered the fa* 
mily of Bourbon. Orders had, in consequenoe^ 
been expedited to the court of Florence how 
to act : it was instructed to behave with a am?^ 
desceusion agreeable to upstart pride, but also 
with a dignity evincing a consciousness of 8U« 
perior worth. 

It has been already observed of many natives 
of France, that, to judge from their proceed* 
ings, it would seem as if they had been con^ 
ceived in intrigue and born traitors. Eugene 
de Beauharnois had not been in the capital of 

Etruria 
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•Etruria a week, before he was engaged in €uc« 
cesirful intrigues with the queen's favourite court 
ladies, and possessed the, secrets of her mo^ 
confidential courtiers and counsellors. Se- 
duced or deluded, they tormented their so- 
vereign's ears with "^continUal praises of his 
6erene highness, of his many good qualities^ 
of his greatness of fouI and nobleness of senti* 
ment, of his ardent love foi; her, and tender 
affection for her children, Sic. Had they not 
overacted their parts, their insinuations might 
perhaps have produced the intended effect, or 
at least have made some impression on a youngs 
unsuspecting, generous, and feeling mindt 
but their perpetual repetitions became teazing, 
and their exaggerated zeal suspicious. The 
queen dowager was soon convinced that misr 
led dupes or debased traitors surrounded her, 
and tliat she could not be too much on her 
guard. Her determination, therefore, re« 
mained unshaken ; and when Eugene de Beau* 
hamoishad the insolence to demand her hand, 
she declined the proffered honour with a firm- 
ness so becoming, but likewise so polite, that 
if his presumption suffered from dibappoint- 
mcnt, be could not but admire the amiable 

dignity 



116 THE FEMALE PLUTARCH. 

dignity by which it was alleviated. In ai^swer 
to the letter written by Madame Buonaparte in 
iavour of her son, her majesty is said to have 
sent tl>e following lines : 

** Florence, May 5th, 1805. 

** Madame and my sister} I am sorry it is 
oiit of my power to accept of tl>€ honour of- 
fered me by your majesty. The king, my 
son, has not yet seen bis first lustre, and has 
therefore a right to claim the undivided aflec* 
tion of his mother. I descend, besides^ from 
an unfortunate and proscribed race, which 
might bring evils, instead of reflecting addi- 
tional lustre, on that fortunate family inte 
which your majesty has entered. A convent 
is for me a fitter retreat than a palace. I 
shall always be more willing to pronounce the 
vows of celibacy to my God, than the nuptiat 
oath to a husband. I am your majesty's afieo* 
tionate sister, 

(Signed) 
MARIA LOUISA JOSEPHINE, 

QUEEN REGENT.**" 

Notwithstanding this dignified refusal, it is 

supposed 
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tiipposed botb in France and Italy, that this 
oppressed princess will finally be obliged to 
submit, as Buonaparte has obtained the promise 
of the vain upstart, the Prince of Peace/ and 
tlie assurance of his tool, the Roman pontiff^ 
to second his views.* 

At no court of Europe was the etiquette less 
formal than at tliat of Florence, when the 
late emperor, Leopold IL w^s the grand duke 
of Tuscany. The late king of Etruria and 
his consort, the present queen regent, have 
introduced there the stiff pomp and ostenta- 
tious oer^nfK)nies observed at the court of 
Madrid. They may be somewhat troublesome 
to couitiers and foreign visitors ; but a throne 
ID the vicinity of a revolutionary volcano cannot 
be too well guarded against the approach of 
revolutionary incendiaries. 

Besides her son the king, her msgesty has 
aAX>ther child, a princess, born on the Sd of 
October, 1804, whose education she has de- 
termined to superintend herself, with the as- 
sistance of ladies of rank and talents. 

The senator Julius Mozzi, a nobleman of 

* Se« Let Nouvellei i la Main, PrairUl, year xiii- No. iii. 
^ftOct 10. 
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refined manners and profound learnings ha* 
been appointed by the queen regent her prm* 
cipal secretary of state. Unfortunately his 
capacity and patriotism avail but little, as long 
as the political grand inquisitor, Talleyrand 
punishes as a political heretic every statesman 
of an independent mind. Her other mini* 
sters are, for the home department, Leonhard 
Trullani ; for the finances, the marquis Nicolas 
Viviani ; and for the police, Joseph Giusti. 
Count Odard Salvatico is also an honorary 
counsellor of state ; and, suspected by Talley- 
rand and Buonaparte of being rather a fii* 
vourite with his sovereign, he has more tlian 
once been threatened with their wrath, should 
the determinations of the court of Florence not 
coincide in every respect with the commands 
and interest of the cabinet of St Cloud. He 
Itas for more than twelve months held himself 
ready to depart into exile at a moment's 

* See Lc Yofzgtut Italien, Tol. B. p. 19t 
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trere all equaHy abhorred. Onretorfiing to 
her Itouse, which had been pillaged acnd:^ strip-; 
ped of every thing valuable, and , caltiila4ihigf 
the time of her widowhood, she co^Id rft>t a< 
first comprehetid how it wa» possibte ht hti 
to be in a family way. ..Upon ai: request anil 
complaint of her friends to the new Hiajgistratesi;- 
less inhuman than their p'Tede^j^sdrs,* and aftef 
strict enquiiy, it was attested, and proved that 
the monster Femex, taking advaljitage. of her 
madness and her calling for h^r hpsband, had 
introduced himself to her bed several nights,' 
aftd been vife enough t6 perpetrate the crime,'^ 
which made hex: the motljer of the child of a 
man she detested, of the assassin of a husband 
she adored and lamented. 

Her loyal and moral conduct, as well as her 
misfortunes, inspired the greatest interest and 
compasision. Her coffee-house became shortly 
the ptece of resort of all those who esteemed 
the good atid pitied the unfortunate; who 
Were* desirous to encourage or* recompense 
noble actions, oi* to alleviate extreme suffer- 
iAgs, • 

The agitation of her mind occasioned a mis- 
carriage, and she began to recover her tranquiU 

lQ litv. 
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an education much superior to that generally 
given to men intended for business^ but the 
narrowness of his circumstances obliging him 
to seek means of gaining a subsistence more 
productive than works of literature, he became 
clerk to a banker at Genoa, at a salary of 
six hundred livres, 951. a year. While he was 
thus situated he was recommended to the 
banker, Isaac Vernet, at Paris, who, suspecting 
his fidelity, suddenly dismissed him from his 
house. He then oflered his services to Thel- 
lusson, who was the rival of Vemct's successor, 
Saladin, and received him with no other reoom* 
mendation than his having been employed by 
!\^^ELet, and a few false certificates.* He was 
retained at a salary of one thousand two hun* 
dred livres, 501. and gave such- satis&ction by 
his assiduity and intelligence, that his' emolu« 
ments were rapidly raised, and he was soon 
made cashier. In this situation he has been 
accused of speculating with the monqr of his 
employers, and reproached with having raised 
his fortune by means far less honourable,t The 
embarrasj?ments of the finances of France, ud» 

• Anecdotes du Regne dc Louis XVI, vol. t. p. 14S. 
t IWd. Yol V. p. 144. 
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der die administration of the Abbe Terray, af- 
forded him the means of advantageous specu* 
lation; and his employers, conscious of his sa« 
gacity, and of the benefits they derived from 
his intelligence, admitted him ar partner. By 
these speculations, and by his interference in 
the affairs of the Ea»t India Company, but 
particularly by having attained a previous 
knowledge of the preliminaries of the peace of 
1733, and by gambling in consequence in ^he 
English funds, he made a veiy large and rapid 
fortune. He was, however^ never over deli- 
cate in his commercial or financial transactions. 
He imposied on the East India Company by 
folse pretences, and sacrificed their advantage 
to his own avarice ; and his profits of gambling 
in England he pocketed himself* without sharing 
them with his partners.* On his marriage 
his share in the bank was increased, and on 
Tbellusson's death, he established a house of his 
own, takhig into partnership with him Messrs. 
Girardot and Halier. Tlie rapidity of his rise, 
and the extent of his establishment, put it 
beyond a doubt that he must Irave been more 

♦ Di-tionnaire L'.ographique, vol. iii. p. 98. • 
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indebted to the mysteries of stock-jobbing thai 
to the regular <x>urse of Uie banking business for 
•his fortune. 

Before the revolution a numrber of gentlemen 
-and ladies, who pretended to be patrons or 
patrone^ises of genius and talents, had ihek 
weekly dinners where all men of letters or ar- 
tists of reputation aBsembieil. At those cete- 
-bruted dinners, courtiers, citizens, and learned 
men, asKOciated together; there equality reigned, 
and high rank was only to be distinguished 
by a finer taste, aud a more graceful ease 
of manners. I'here the real ton of the world 
taught each to be tenderly mindful of the 
self-love of every guest; and there the beauty 
•and toast of the day, and the poet in fashion 
were mixed with the uU-powerful minister, 
uiid the minion of the couit; and good breed* 
iiig made learning respected and agreeable, 
und learning conferred stability oo good 
breeding. 

Among the ladies, who, during the reign of 
Louis XV. , had organized these literary dia« 
ifcrs and parties, were Madame de I'encio, 
Madame Geoflfrin, aud afterwards Madame 

Necker. 
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Necker. Whether it had entered into im 
plan of those ladies to attract to their houses 
the most •distinguished foreigners, who came to 
Paris, and by those means render themselves 
eelebrated throughout Europe; or whether it 
was the consequence and natural effect of the 
charm and the lustre their houses received 
firom the society of men of letters, there ar- 
rived neither prince nor minister, nor man nor 
. 'Woman of distinction, who was not ambitious 
of being invited to these dinners, and who did 
not experience much pleasure and express gieat 
satisfaction at seeing the concentration of so 
many renowned literary characters. Decorum 
was here never violated, modesty never wounded, 
ignorance never despised, nor poverty in- 
suited. 

Among the persons of rank invited to Ma* 
dame Necker's dinners was a Marquis de Fezai, 
who, in the beginning of the reign of Louis 
XVL, had great influence with the prime mi- 
nister. Count de Maurepas. Not satisfied 
with enjoying in brilliant tranquillity their 
immense fortune, Mr. and Madame Necker 
manifested a desire to shine in a higher sjAere, 

G S and 



tt4 THE FEMALE PLUTARCH. 

and ambition got the better both of prudenofe 
and of avarice. From th6 very able assistance of 
his wife Mr. Necker had acquired a kind of 
literary reputation by an eulogy on the great 
minister of finances under Louis XIV. Colbert^ 
and his financial knowledge, was extolled over 
all France by the numerous partisans of the 
Economists, z,i[\d'OiheT philosophical innovators, 
who sainted Madame Necker as their proteo 
troFs. At first, however, Necker only desired 
to be chief clerk of the financial department ; 
but after the disgrace of Turgot, he took ad- 
vantage of the dissipation of that minister's 
siKiressor, Mr. Dc Clugny, wrote the Memoirs 
on the French Finances, in which he exagge- 
rated the resources of the state. These me- 
moirs were given by Mj^lame Necker to the 
Marquis dc Pezai, who. laid them before Count 
de Maurepas, and from that moment, insteiafd 
of bcin^ a chief clerk, Necker intrigued to be- 
come the chief director of the finances or the 
kirigdom.* It is said by several writers, that he 
owed his appointment to an intrigue among 
the bankers of Paris, who wished to avail 

* Dictionnaire Biographiquc, vol. iii. p. 98. ^ 
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themseWes of bis commimication^ during the 
AVnericao war, and to his own urgency, p^ibe- 
veiance, and even bribes, with the Marquis de 
Pezai, who at last engaged Count de Maurepas 
in his interest, so effectually, as to remove every 
obstacle.* On the 2d of^ July, 1777, he was ' 
appointed a comptroller-general of the finances, 
after having been, during the preceding eight 
months, an assistant of Mr* Tabourreau des 
Reaux. He was the first protestant, who, 
since the revocation of the edict of Nanlz, had 
held any important place in the administration 
€if France, and excepting Law, who was a mi- 
nister of finance under the duke regent, in ttie 
minority of Louis XV. , the only foreigneran 
France on whom ministerial rank and power 
had been bestowed. 

Mr. Necker, however, notwithstanding the 
assertion of his wife, and the confidence of his 
boasts, displayed no capacity, presented no 
plans capable of producing any great national 
advantage. The American war, in every re- 
spfect un&vourable to tlie interests of France, 
had commenced at this period; and Mr. 

♦ See Beftrand^g Memoirs; — Playfair's History of Jaro- 
binitn)^ p. CG* 
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NeckeY undertook t6 carry it on without im- 
posing any new imposts. This he was enabled 
nominally to perform, by means of bis credit 
among the monied men, and by the exorbitant 
sacrifices he had made to them at the public 
expence. His system was the most absurd" 
and puerile ever invented ; .he borrowed money 
for the exigencies of one year, and the next bor- 
rowed another sum sufficient for the expcnces 
of the current year, and the interest of the year 
or years preceding; relying for a final liquida- 
tion on the precarious resource of an untried, 
and perhaps impracticable economy. By these 
means he maintained a fowled and artificial cre- 
dit, but set the example of those improvident 
loans which occasioned the final stagnation of 
,the finances.* 

TTie improvident character of the French, 
and the triumph of Necker's partisans, prevent- 
ed the public from speculating too minutely 
on the consequences of this system. His popu- 
larity increased, and with it his own and bisr 
wife's vanity; she persuaded him to be. no lon- 
ger contented With the situation of comp-* 
troller-g^neral of the finances, unless he could 

* Imperial History, toI. i. p. 17. 
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be admitted to a seat in the pri\y council, for 
which his religion as much disqualified him 
as an Irish Roman Catholic is disqualified to 
be an English privy counsellor. He made ap- 
plication to Count de Maurepf^ on the sub- 
ject r but the old minister, vvishin*^ perhaps to 
get rid of him quietly, and make him the au*^ 
ihcr of his own disgrace, advised him to write 
k letter to the king, requesting a seat, and a 
dispensation with the customary oath. Necker 
wrote accordingly in May 178 1; and not re- 
ceiving any.an&wer for two days^ M'as so irri- 
tated, that he waited on the queen, and tendered 
his resignation, which, to his and his wifeV 
great mortification, was instantly accepted. 
This event they attributed, not without some 
appearance of probability, to the resentment 
of the parliaments, arising from the establish*- 
znent of provincial administrations, and tha 
'well-founded dislike conceived against him by 
the queen and the Count D'Artois, who had 
penetrated into the dangerous views of this 
democratic upstart. 

In January 1781, four months previous to his 
resignation, Neckei* published his Compte Rendu. 
This metliod of submitting the views of govern- 

c 4 ment- 
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ment and operations of finance to the judgment 
of a vain, fickle, and unprincipled people, was 
very impolitic, though other ministers bad set 
him tlie example. His book, hi the composi* 
tion of which Madame Necker had a great 
ehare, was written with much art, and gave his 
partisans occasion to hold him out, long after 
bis retreat, as the only man capable of restoring 
order, and re-establishing public credit: it is 
now justly and desen'^edly treated as a splendid 
delusion. 

During his retirement, his wife's literary din- 
ners and philosophical parties continued, and he 
himself was employed in literary pursuits, and 
in assisting the efforts of his friends to force him 
again into the cabinet, and in keeping up the 
prepossesion of the public in his favour. . His 
laborious work on the administration of the 
finances was the consequence. It was received 
with enthusiasm, and read with the greatest 
avidity and admiration. It certainly contains 
rr^ny accurate statements and ingenious de» 
ductions, but abounds with that vanity, egotism, 
and self-suliiciency which are the characteristics 
of. all his publications, fas well as those of his 
wife and daughter. The true- character of this 

book 
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book may be appreciated from the mention 
made -of it by the regicide and revolutionary 
historian' Rabaud, who said: 'Mt did perhaps 
mc»re good than a long and wise ud ministration » 
lor it diffused knowledge far and wide» and 
#owed the seeds of the present patriotism.* 

Necker's first « administration undoubtedly 
pared the way for all the evils which have be* 
£illen France since tliat period^. by putting a 
new and dangerous jnode of supply into the 
hands of ministers, and by suppressing in a 
harsh and wanton manner several offices , which 
diminished the influence of the crown, without 
-producing any real benefit to the nation ; and 
which, though he might imagine them un- 
necessary^ had been of great service to his pre- 
decessors, and might have averted many errors 
of those who followed him. As to his as- 
sertion, that at the time of liLs retn^t in 1781 » 
he had left the finances in a ** perfect equi-^ 
librium,** Mr. de Calonne in an essay had 
proved it tobe&lse, and that instead of a surplus, 
there was an immense deficit in the 3uppiies» 
Mr. Necker, notwitlistanding the king's express 

• Babaad'f HUtoiyiof the French Eefolutioo, p. 29. 
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prohibition, published a violent answer to Mn 
de Calonne's Essay, which shewed nothing but 
his extreme petulance and arrogance. For 
this conduct, and for being very assiduous in 
procuring writers, painters, and engravers to 
impute errors to the administration^ and to 
throw ridicule on the person of Mr, de Ca* 
lonne, he was banished to his country seat at 
St. Ouen, a punishment and a disgrace too 
slight to produce either respect or terror -^r- and 
if intended to weaken his party, the place was 
ill chosen on account of its vicinity to Paris.* 

While he was at St. Ouen the affairs of 
France were drawing to a crisis. Mr. de 
Calonne had been driven from the helm by the 
intrigues of De Brienne, the errors of whose 
administration embarrassed the court, and ren« 
dered the recal of Mr. Necker almost a neces- 
sity. In the mean time his party had not been 
idle in influencing the popular judgment in his 
favour. His work on the administration of the 
fmances was generally read during ,the first 
Assembly of Notables^ and the sophistry con^^ 

* Rabaud^s History of the French Revolution, p. 41 1 and 
Colouration de D^Orleans^ vol. i. p. 6S. 

taincd 
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lained in it was opposed as facts to the stat^ 
ments of Mr. de Calonnc. 

Madame Necker, animated by a spirit ofdis* 
like to a court, in vvliidi, from licr low birth ^ 
ignoble manners, and f)e(lantic and philosophic 
jargon, she could have but little hope to play a 
conspicuous part; and fieling indignation at 
the banishment of a husband whom she idoU 
izwl, but whom a Buonaparte iov a less oilence 
would have strangled in prison, or transported 
to Cayenne, persevering in her well meditated 
iichcmes, redoubled her cflbrts to gain popula- 
rity, and to prepare revenge. From an osten- 
tatious vanity she had founded a small hospi- 
tal, and was utnemitting in her attention to 
the nccesnities of those who were reduced to-. 
make it their abode. Slic also visited other 
hospitals, the prisons, and even private 
houbes, wherever misery was to be found; 
and sacrificed a few hundred pounda of her 
immense fortune in charituble donations, sti« 
niulated solely by the scliihh and shameful de- 
sire of raising a conspicuous reputation, and 
endearing the name of Nccker at a cheap 
rate, to the populace. The political club 
of females, of vn hich she, with her daughter 

a a Madame * 
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Madame de Stael, were> active and distiit-» 
guished members, and the band of political 
writers under their direction, whom the im- 
priidence of the minister had exempted frona 
all restraint, contributed much to the recal of 
Necker.* 

The circumstances which marked his return 
to administration were not calculated to in- 
spire confidence and impart satisfaction. The 
ferocity which marked the public rejoicings 
on the. expulsion of bis predecessor, the riots 
and military executions which followed, did 
rot presage a calm and stable administration. 
In fact, the task he had assumed in August 1788, 
of guiding the helm of state, was at this particu- 
lar juncture extremely difficult, and much be- 
yond his strength and talents. Circumstances 
and individuals had undergone an entire change 
since his resignation in 1781. The people, who 
were at that time gay, careless, and indifferent 
about public affairs, now devoted their whole 
time and attention to the study and discussion 
of politics. The kingdom was plunged into 
the greatest distress; and the ferment occai-^ 
sioned by political discussion, was aggravated 

• Play fair's History of Jacobiaism, page 68. 
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besides by th6 prospect of a privation of the 

first, necessary of life. These alarming ap^ 

pearances, however, did not intimidate Mr* 

and Madame Necker. The public approbation 

was their idol, to obtain which they fofgot 

honour, duty, patriotism, and even prudence. 

They flattered themselves that the more unre- 

sftained it was permitted to operate, the greater 

would be its influence in their favour: they 

relied with too much confidence on their own 

sagacity and resources, to feel the least dismay. 

In fact, Necker's popularity, at this period, 

was at an unexampled height; the people 

seemed to l6ok up to him as their only hope, 

and were ready to lay themselves at his feet. 

His return was a complete victory of the public 

voice over the court ; and it has been said, with 

great truth, that the king was reduced precisely 

to the state of a bankrupt, who had surrendered 

his effSects to hi3 creditors,* • 

The fatal consequences of the convocation^ 
of the States General are well known, and un« 
fortunately are still felt by ell nations. So 
unbounded was Necker's influence at thatt 

• Pl^fair*s History of Jacobinism, page 85. 
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time, that though all the princes of the bloodj 
except the lale Duke of Orleans, had united in 
presenting to the crown a memorial respecting 
the inflamed state of the public mind» and the 
danger of a revolution, if the double representa- 
tion of the tiers Stat was complied with, his opi- 
nion was adopted by the council ; and in spite of 
the remonstrances of some of their more anxious 
and clear-sighted friends, it was recommended 
by the queen and sanctioned by the king.* 
Such confidence ought to have been rcpaid by 
a most zealous attention to the happiness and 
welfare of the royal family ; but that was not 
the case ; for though it is notorious, that during 
the whole of Necker*s administration, the most 
shameful libels on them and on tlie whole oourt 
were profusely circulated, and produced tlie 
most baleful effect, he did not take the slightest 
step towards preventing, or even discouraging 
them ; and though irritable, and even vindictive 
at the most trifling sarcasm against himadfy* 
he suffered those against eveiy other persoa to 
go unpunished.f 

* Historical Sketches, page 81. 

t Young's Travels, p. 104. Bertraiid*)^ Memoirs, toI. L 
p^e 159. 
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After the States General ha;d met, the equi- 
vocal or treacherous conduct of Necker gave 
rise to much uneasiness ; either his wisdom or 
his loyalty were very much called in question* 
Every measure he had recommended to the 
king had encreased his majesty's embarrass- 
ments, while it added fresh laurels to the brow 
of his minister. Orders for money on the 
treasury, signed with his name, and afterwards 
disavowed by him ; orders sent into the pro?* 
vinceSy signed with his name, forbidding the 
possessors of corn to carry it to the capital, 
were brought forward; yet with a supineness 
scarcely credible in his situation, he was at no 
pains to detect or punish the authors. He was 
apprized of the turbulent meetings at the Palais 
Royal, and the seduction of the military, yet 
took no care to prevent them, and cautiously 
avoided sanctioning with his name any of the 
measures adopted to counteract them. These , 
circumstances, joined to a desponding report 
made by him to the committee of provisions in 
the National Assembly, gave occasion to some 
persons near the throne, to represent him as a 
monopolizer of grain, a report, which the mer- 
cantile occupations of his life rendereij not 

improbable; 
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improbable. Tliey added » that he was devoted 
tothe&ction which agitated the capital; and 
his conduct w(is not suiiioieutly unequivocal to 
belie the assertion.* 

Urged by these representations, the king 
sent him, on the lltli of July 1789, an order 
to quit the kingdom hi thrice twenty-four 
hours, a measure, under all circumstances, 
the most imprudent which the court could pes* 
sibly have taken. They were acquainted vrith 
the 'fermentation at Paris; they knew they 
could not depend on the fidelity of the troops, 
and they were convinced that these agitatxms 
and defections wei« produced, by the first 
prince of the blood. If the king had retained 
the minister, the explosion then meditated 
would have wanted at least one pretext; and 
if he had any attcichment to the king*, his 
credit with the people might possibly have 
been resorted to with advantage. If, on the 
other hand, he wa^ inclined to the opposite 
party, his presence would have been a very 
trifling sanction to their proceedings ; and the 
sight of a king, be^^et by traitors, ruined by 

• Sec Coi^uratioa^e D*Ofl6«vi, vol. i. p. 284. 
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duplicity, and betrayed and abandoned by a 
minister 'in whom he' confided, would have 
presented to his subjects a spectacle sufficiently 
interesting to have induced many to rally 
around his standard, whom contraiy motives 
drove into the arms of insurgents. Mr. Neo-' 
ker*8 conduct appears to have been founded 
on this principle: he thought his own popu« 
larity perfectly established, and* his. self- 
confidence inspired him with the belief that 
he could avert all the miseries of France, if 
his views were not thwarted by those whom 
ambition led to desire his place, whom interest 
induced to oppose his economy, or who, in 
the pride of unquestioned authority, rejected 
his conciliatory plans, or resented the freedom 
with which they were proposed, and the ear* 
nestness with which they were recommended. 
He saw in opposition to those a strong party, 
headed by a weak, profligate, and unsteady 
character, arid apprehended that when success 
should have enabled him to humble those .who 
formed an obstacle to his views, he could, by 
means of his popularity; guide and restrain the 
party, whom he meant to use only as his 
tools, and when they had answered his purpose 

tQ 
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to lay them asiile. Alas! he did not foresee 
that he himself was the tool, that his popu- 
larity was fictitious, and that the same party 
which placed the ministerial dictatorship in 
his hands, could, in spite of his pretended tar 
knts and merit, snatch it av/ay for ever, lie 
afterwards became fully sensible of this truth, 
and acknowledges that, but for the ardent and 
improper eloquence of M. de Lally Tollendal, 
he should have sunk gently into oblivion after 
the nth of July 1789.* 

His banishment at the present moment af- 
forded a pretext to the faction of Orleans, to 
accelerate their plans for subverting^ the go- 
vernment. The person who brought :khe news 
from Versailles to Paris was considered as a 
liar or a lunatic, and with some difficulty pre- 
served from the fury of the mob: but when 
the report was fully confirmed, and many 
falsehoods added, respecting the intended dia« 
solution of the Assembly, the burning of Paris^ 
and the murder of the inhabitants, they broke 
out into acts^ of the most furious violence^ 
Tlicy carried the bust of the minister, covered 

* Necker 6ur rAdininut«ation, pag^e 423. 

With 
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crape, about the streets,, together \^ith 
of the Duke of Orleans, and made them a 
ng point for the disaffected. Thp National 
fiibly believ^, or rather pretended to 
?«, that in the dismission of Necker their 
ruin was involved : they inmiediately re- 
i to intimidate the new ministry, by de- 
ig them responsible for all the events which 
d take place in consequence of the public 
station, and that Necker had carried with 
he confidence of the nation. 
>rtly after the events of the 1 4th of July, 
\5sembly were induced, by the interfer- 
of the municipality of Paris, to address 
ing to remove his present ministry, and 
Necker. The effect of this indecent in- 
ence in the province of the executive 
r is incalculable, had it been resisted; 
le cowardly ministry, of their own accord, 
led their situations the^ day the address 
roted, and the king dispatched a message 
ecker the same day, inviting his return, 
id before the arrival of this letter received 
gence from the duchess of Polignac, who, 
■ from the popular fury in a less circuitous 
ion than the ex-mini3ter, had overtaken 

hinat 



140 THE FEMALE PLUTARCH. 

him at Basle^ and apprized him of recent even 
Had he possessed a great mind,, he would h$ 
rejected the proffered return to power, obviou) 
procured for him by force, and, by neglecti 
his extorted commands, have shewn, in t 
most unequivocal manner, his compliance w: 
the wishes of a king to whom he owed so mu4 
but whom his councils Iiad rendered so unforl 
nate. Had he possessed but a moderate p 
tion of genuine, not French, philosophy, a 
f(^t the pure affection which a virtuous mi 
entertains for a high reputation, instead of 1 
appetite which fools aiid Icnaves often posse 
in common with wise and honest men, for | 
pular acclamation, he would have follow 
his plan of retirement, carryitig i^nth him i 
regret and good wishes of a mighty natic 
and the merited respect of a great portion 
Europe. 

Necker liowever, as usual, followed his wil 
advice, and therefore decided otherwise. L 
an ambitious and impertinent intriguer, 
wrote to the king and to the National Asse 
bly^ acceptincj their invitation. To the k 
he xxtyiin a brutally cruel and chilling phra 

" I reti 
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** I return to receive your orders, and ascertain^ 
on the spot, whether my indefatigable zeal and 
intire devotedness can yet be of any service 
to your majesty. / am^ convinced that this is 
your iPfVA, since you deign to assure me of it** 
To the Assembly he says, " Worthily to reply 
to thai ennohling mark of your rerard, fax 
exceeds my feeble powers^ but at least, gen- 
tlemen, I may be allowed to oC'-.v you the ho- 
mage of my respectful gratitude.'** When 
Necker had resolved to return, his progress 
through the country was, in the strictest sense 
of the word, a triumph. Acclamations of 
multitudes, an escort of troops, respect and 
veneration, attended him the whole way. In^ 
toxicated with homage and applause, he was 
incapable of seeing that his popularity had 
reached its height, and that its decline was to 
be dated from that moment. In short, every 
thing proved that he had risen to as great an 
eminence in the public opinion as the conspi- 
rators and factious judged it expedient to per- 
mit; and at the verv time his return ^^^as cele- 
brated by fireworks and illuminations, his dis- 

• See Letters an<l AnswcFS to Neckcr on th« French 
Revolution, toI. i. p. 225. 
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grace was determined. In the course pf a few 
months his reputation declined, his presenct 
gave no pleasure, he was no longer looked up 
to as the saviour of the oountiy, but merely 
as a minister of some talents, and a necessary 
drudge in tlie mysterious and laborious business 
of finance. 

This indifference was soon converted into 
disgust The committee of the National As- 
sembly, employed in carrying into execution 
his economical plans, required a register of 
the expenditure, pensions, and donations of 
the public money by the court for the last 
twenty years, called the red book. The king 
expressed an unwillingness to comply with 
this request, as it would expose the profusion 
of his grandfather. Some of the ex|)ences cff 
his own reign might also excite sensations of 
repugnance, in the present state of the public 
mind, not against him, but against tliose who 
had partaken of his bounty. Camus, how- 
ever, as president xyf the committee, pressed 
for the perusal of the book, alledging that it 
was not to be published, or its contents di- 
vulged to gratify idle curiosity; but that it 
was to be used merely to form the basis of a 

report. 
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report, whi^h the committee could not draw 
up without it. Necker on this, through ma- 
lice, ignorance, or some ill intention, prevailed 
on the king to let the book be sent to the com- 
mittee. To the great suq^rise of all honest 
and feeling men, the book was immediately 
sent to tlie press and published ; and was, some 
few years afterwards, changed into a list of 
pi-oscription and death. 

Mr- Necker remonstrated with Camu6 on this 
subject in such a style as brought on a quarrel 
between them. The public took part with 
the treacherous president of the committee, 
and the press teemed with scandalous pam- 
phlets against the upstart financier. Every 
incident of his public life, especially since his 
. last recal, was converted into matter of re- 
proach ; and truth and fiction were exhausted 
in search of scandalous anecdotes of his private 
life.* 

Thus was the man who had been exalted to 
a degree exceeding all reasonable hope far 
acts of more than equi^'ocal virtue or small 
importance, degraded in the public mind to ^ 

•..Necker surr Administration, p. 732, 409, et424. 
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the state oi* a rrimitnl, for a mode of conduct 
wUwU nil t(<>o({ nun must Imvo respected. He 
lurtlt ntti'd i.lio ilDW'tUul of hin populurity by a 
tivatiHo h) <ltfi'ihv (»!' noliility. a rrime utterly 
iin|)iu'iloi)ahL* ill tilt: stile of opinions then pre* 
viiiiin;.^ in I'r.tncr ; and the unrortuniite aflUir 
of Nanry, wlurU invoKi^l n!l tlir niiiiiHleni lu 
l>lai\v\ «(>ni|>l('tiMl his huniiliatiou* To un enr 
l\>n •; Mipliiod hy the nc^ihunationM of popular 
u|M»^lUsr, to an eve lonpf ;u*<MiNtoim*il to $te 
v\i \ hclu^Mtr IxMidini^ with vent'mtinni or 
unini did with hope, nnthin^Mini he more irk* 
Home and insnpportahir than the Iohm of thone 
flfrutitieations, and thr Mulrtitiition of (Attempt 
tttnl n*prt>af*h ft^r nvcrencv and mhnimtlon, 
The nmn whosf virtnons lahonrn an» <!ireete<l 
to the pnl)lir f^v)d, and to the faithful difl* 
ehar^<i of the dl^'tatrs of his conHcienee, alone 
ran Hurvev with i:iclilii'rrnee the fliietuationii 
of pnhlie opinion, atid persist, in hin dtify, 
thnn;;h exposid tn at! I Ik* storms of juipulnr 
ontni.jM'; hut he wIj(» (i\tH his atTiH'tlonN on 
the ntistahlr and iiijudiiitMiM iippmhutloTl of 
thr ninltitndr, and : act diet- *. to it, in the Lii^liU 
I'st di7(iM^ lii.s.int(f;rily and his honour* wlii-u 
onee (hprivid of it, fnls that cln\iry deji*eLicMi 

which 
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which results from disappointment in an illicit 
.object of the teqderest Bolicitude, and for 
ii^icb no internal principles^ or consciousness 
i>f irreproachable conduct, is left to tadkt . 
Amends. 

Alarmed at length for his personal safety^ 
he gave in his resignation^ which was receiyed 
^with that indifference by the National Assem** 
bly, which to upstart vanity makes contempt 
so much the more galling. His journey through 
France^ to Switzerland « so different from his 
Mumphant entry fourteen months before, is 
narrated by himself in the following pathetic 
terms:—*' At length I set out, and I alone j ^ 
indxilging a long scries of recollections, I alone 
knew my struggles and my heart-felt pain. I 
had no sooner set out than I found I was pre« 
ceded by those dreadful letters, those fatal 
correspondences, which imparted to the pro- 
vinces sentiments of hatred, injustice, and 
persecution. Rapid in their effects as the 
wand of Medea, they appease the furies or 
excite them at pleasure. I speedily experi« 
imc**d their malign influence : I was taking a 
few mornents repose, free from mistrust, at 
the post-house in the little town of Arcis-sur- 
▼OL. u. tf Aube, 
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Aube, forty loagutjs from Paris, wlicn I was 
-surprised by the appearance of a great croM'd 
4if tlie people, and several armed men, who 
entered my chamber. They began by demand* 
h)g my passports: I had three of them, and a 
S|M^cial letter from the king. I shewed them ; 
the municipulity, the directory of the district^ 
agreed tluit they were perfectly regular; but 
some hot-headed individuals persuaded the 
national guard to think otherwise, and violence 
was triumphant, 'i'hey conducted us, Madame 
Necker and myself, betyreen two mnks of fu- 
sileers to an inn which they appointed for us, 
and wh<Te at first they talked of keeping us 
apart from our servants: but they at length 
contented themselves >vith giving a wittch* 
word at the inn door, and prohibiting all com* 
munication with us ; they multiplied posts of 
sentinels ; and, to fulfil all the dictates of pru- 
dence, placed a corps-de^arde in the rooms 
below. I wished to write to the National 
Assembly; permission was granted, butwitk 
a reservation that none of my servants should 
carry the letter. It was intrusted to two citi- 
zens of Arcis, who, when they reached Paris, 
entered into a consultation with tliose mem« 

btrs 
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htrs of the Assembly who were most m\mid0 
to me: they fixed a day and hour for the 
transmission of my letter to the National As- 
sembly; and after a debate which produced 
some perfidious, but impotent attacks, it was 
agreed that I should at last enjoy the rights 
of man 9 and they forbad any further impedi* 
ment to the continuation of my journey ; but 
ihey carefully abstained from expressing any 
disapprobation of the national guard at Ards* 
,Tbey were however afraid that the president, 
who was a vorthy man ^Bureau de Puezy, at 
present Buonaparte*s worthy prefect), should 
in his answer adopt a style resembling that of 
gratitude; and as one or two members, in a 
moment of extraordinary boldness, h^ hinted 
something of thanks for n\y services^ the pre* 
-sideiit was required to communicate his letter 
before he dispatched it ; and he was obliged, 
contrary perhaps to his own private wishes, to 
confine himself rigidly to the terms dictated 
to him.'* After some melancholy reflections 
on this injustice of the Assembly, he thus con- 
tinues: ** 1 quitted Arcis-sur-Aube, tliat town 
which at this day, ^jerliaps, regrets its conduct 
towards me ; and, reinforced with a fourth fwjs- 

u 2 port, 
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^k>rt, that of the National Aflietnblyi continued 
tt)y route. But on my arrival at Vesoul, I 
M^as detained by the people : they ntopped my 
carriage, cut the traces, held out the moft 
threatening language, and I had great diflIU 
xHilty to escape from their undisceming fury. 
At night, the servants who were following me 
incurred a still greater danger ; they were t«- 
inultuousiy seized, the trunks which were in 
their carriage wpre opened, the padlocks 
l»roken, their contents were carefully examined^ 
tind from the inside of the house where theiNi 
iniquities were transacting they cried to the 
moll without : Stay^ stay, we will give yon 
Notice when we find any thing. They there* 
fore only wanted a pretence to commit still 
greater violences : fortunately they found none. 
The papers were a collection of the principal 
letters of thanks and kindness which I had 
received fof some time past ; the manuscript 
books contained the accounts of my domestic 
^•ypenccs : they were therefore obliged to suf- 
fer my servants to depart, who for near iive 
hours considered themselves between life and 
death, and in their danger bound themselves 
by vows, which after their deliverance they 

immediately 
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munediately fulfilled.*'* Thus, iifter 91 joupv 
uey replete with disgrace^ insult^ a^d danger^ 
M. and Madame Necker arrived at their estate 
at Coppet^ never more to return to France. 
There they justly suffered that punishment 
which ^ unbounded disappointed ambition al« 
ways inflicts on itself. They lived raiserable 
and despised^ and died unpitied and unrc* 
gretted. 

M. Necker, inilefimce of his genenil con*, 
duct, veiy frequently recurs to the force of 
jniblic opinion : but this is h mere cant wpnd* 
The public opinion is not the law of a wiat 
Ban, or a great statesman ; it is a powerful 
■yuAinR which he ought to direct, but h^ 
should never suffer himself to be drawn in by 
its impetuosity or c|^slied by its weight. M.. 
and Madame Necker fel[ victims to publio 
opinion, after having offered incense to it a3 
their idol, instead of governing it as the slavQ- 
•f experience and genius. 

The private as well as general, character of 
Madame Nedcer has been, delineated by a 
bver, by a friend, and by an impartial tra^ 

* Kecjcer sur TAiiminUtiBlioo, &c. pa<$ 420. 
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Teller, who was neither ; they are all necessarily 
inserted in this sketch, as illustrating the vir« 
tues or vices of a woman, whose vanity and 
al)ilities engaged her husband to play such a 
deplorably conspicuous part upon. the poU* 
ticai, financial, and revolutionary stage of 
France. 

Madame Necker had previoosly to her mar- 
riage, excited the tender sentiment in the bo- 
som of Gibbon, the historian, which the re- 
pugnance of his father to the match, and ifis 
own prudencfe enabled him to conquer: be 
i^peaks of her with the warmth of a lover, and 
with that eloquence for which he is so mucb 
celebrated.* ** The personal attractions of 
Mademoiselle Susan Curchod were .embel* 
Wished by the virtues and talents of the mind. 
Her fortunes were humble, but her family was 
respectable. Her mother, a native of France, 
had preferred her religion to her country. The 
profession of her father did not extinguish the 
moderation and philosophy of his temper, 
and he lived content, with a small salary and 
laborious duty, in the obscure lot of minister 

■ ^ Cibbon's Mkcellsmeous Works, toI. i. page 7SU 

of 
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•f Crassy, in the mountains that separate thiB 
Pays de Vaud from the country of Burgundy^ 
In the solitude of a sequestered village he be* 
stowed a liberal and even learned education on 
bis only daughter. She surpassed his hop«^ 
by her proficiency in the sciences and lan- 
guages ; and in her shot t visits to some rela* 
tions-at Lausanne, the wit, the beauty > and • 
erudition of Mademoiselle Curchod were the 
theme of universal applause. The report of 
such a prodigy awakened my curiosity ; 1 saw, 
and loved, I found her learned without pe- 
dantry» witty in conversation,, pure in senti- 
ment, and elegant in manners; and the first 
tfudden emotion was fortified by the habits and 
knowledge of a more familiar acquaintance. 
The minister of Grassy soon afterwards died ; 
his stipend died with him ; his daughter retired 
to Geneva, where, by teaching young ladies, she 
earned a hard subsistence for herself and her 
mother; but in her lowest distress she maintained 
a spotless reputation and a dignified behaviour. 
A rich banker at Paris, a Gitizen of Geneva, had 
the good fortune and good sense to discover 
and possess this inestimable treasure ; and in 
the capital of taste and luxury she resisted the 

H 4 temptations 
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temptations of wealth, as she had sustained 
ihe hardships of indigence. In every change 
of pVosperity and disgrace he has reclined in 
the bosom of H faithful friend, and Mademoi- 
selle Curchod is now the wife of Mr. NeGker^, 
the minister, and perhaps the legislator, of the 
French monarchy." 

The friend of Madame Necker who drew 
.her portrait with a masterly hand, was Mar- 
montel, a French Savans, as well known in 
the literary world as Mr. Gibbon. *• It was,*' 
says he,* " at a citizen's ball, a singular cir-i 
cumstance, that I became acquainted with 
Madame Necker, then young, with sbme beaufy, 
and a brilliant freshness, dancing ill» but witd 
her whole soul. 

** She had scarcely heard my name, when 
she came to me with the genuine air of joy, 
* On arriving at Paris,' said she, * one of my 
desires has been to know the author of the 
Moral Tales. I did not expect so fortunate a 
meeting at this ball ; I hope that it will not^ 
be a transient adventure. Necker,' said she 
to her husband » calling him, ^ c6me and aid 

* See Memoirs of Marasontel, vol. iVu |)» t95» 

me 
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e tQ engagie Mr. M^rmontel, tb^ au£hor of 
e Mor^l Tales, to do us tbe honour of vi^ 
g us,' Mr. Neclier was very civil in his in- 
tation. I- lacasptcd it. Thomas was. the only 
eiwy man whom they bad knowa before me., 
ii in a very }UUe time, in the beautiful hoteiL 
lere they went to reside, Madajole Neckej? 
«cted aod composed her ^ciety, on th^ 
Kiel a[ diat of Madame Geoflfrln* 
'* A stranger to the manners of Paris, Mlst^ 
me Necker had none of the allurements of a "" 
upg French woman.. In her manners, in her 
iguage, was neither the air nor the tone of a 
»man educated in the school of the arts,. 
i formed in the school of the world. With- 
t taste in her dress, without ease in her car-- 
ge,witlu)ut invitation in her politeness ; her 
d^rstanding, like her countenance,, was> too> 
mal to possess any grace*. 
'' But slie possessed, a charm which amply 
tnpensated for these privations, decorum^, 
[idourj and. kindness. A virtuous education^ 
i solitaiy. studies^ had given her all that cul- 
atioU: is capable of adding, in the soul to aa. 
cellent disposition. Her heart was perfect, 
t ia her head, her notion? were often ob- , 

HO scurei' 
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scuTC and vague. Meditation, instead of clea: 
ing her ideas, only served to confuse them ; b 
(exaggerating she thought she expounded them 
to extend them, she bewildered herself in at 
stractions or hyperboles. She seemed to-w 
certain objects only through a mist that maj 
nified them to her eyes ; and then her exprei 
sions became so inflated, that their emphasi 
would have been laughable had you not know 
that she was ingenuous, 

** Taste in her consisted rather iff the resu 
of opinions collected and transcribed into ht 
pocket-book than in any feeling of her own 
Had she never cited her examples, it woul 
have been easy to say on what and aftc 
whom her judgment had formed itself. I 
the art of writing, she only esteemed eleva 
tion, majesty, pomp. Gradations, shades, th 
varieties of colouring and of ton6^* she bu 
feebly felt. She had heard much in praise c 
the genuine simplicity of La Fontaine,^ of th 
natural manner of Sevign6. 'She would tall 
of them from hearsay, while she felt them bu 
little. The graces of negligence, ease, thi 
flow of soul, were unknown to her. Even ii 
conversation, familiarity displeased her. 

. oftei 
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often* amused myself witli x)bserving how far 
she carried this delicacy. One day I cited to 
her some familiar expressions, which, I said, I 
thought might be received in the noblest 
style : as, fair F amour ; aller xwir ses amans ; 
commencer a voir clair; prenez voire parti; 
pour bien faire, il fandroit ; wow, vois-tu ; /a/- 
sons mieuXy S^c. She rejected them as un^tbr- 
Ihy a dignified style, * Racine/ said I to bet; 
• has been less scrupulous than you. He has 
employed them all;* and I shewed her the 
examples. But her opinion once established,, 
was invariable ; and the authority of Thomas 
or that of Bufifon^ was to her an article of 
faith. 

" You would have said that she made recti- 
tude and accuracy the rule of her duties. 
There, all was precise and severely metisured ; 
even the amusements in which she seemed de- 
^rous of indulging had their rule, their me*^ 
thod. You would see her wholly occupied 
with making herself agreeable to her society, 
eager to welcome those she had admitted to it ; 
attentive to say to each, what was most likely 
to please^ but all this was premeditated ; no- 

h6 thing 
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thing flowed naturally, nothing created iffiH 
sion* 

•* It was not for us, it was ttot for herself, 
that she exerted all her cares ; it ytab fob 
Hfiii HUSBAND. To make him acquainted 
with u«, to win our fevour for him ; to have him 
spoken of with eulogy in the world, and to es«- 
tablish his renown, was the principccl abject of 
the foundation of her literary society. But it 
was requisite too that her drawing-room, and 
that her dinner should be a recreation, a spec> 
tacle for her husband, for. indeed he was there 
only a cold and silent spectator. Except a 
few smart words that he introduced, here and 
there, he sat mute and inanimate, leaving to 
his Wife the care of supporting the conversa- 
tion. She did all she could, but her mifid had 
none of those engaging graces that are the 
soul of the familiar dialogue of the table# 
Kot a single sally, not one vivid touch, not 
one flash of gaiety that could awaken wit. 
Restless and troubled as soon as she saw the 
scene and the dialogue languish, she sought 
the cause of it in our eyes. She had some* 
times even the sincerity to complain of it to me; 
• How can it be otherwise. Madam,' I used 

to 
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to say to hei*, * wit is not always at our cora- 
mandy nor are we always in a humour to 6e 
engaging. Mr. Necker» himself, is perhaps 
not always amusing.' The attentions of Mar 
(dame Necker, and all her desire to please us^ 
could not^ have extinguished tlie disgust of 
being at her dinners merely for the diversiod 
4md entertainment of her husband. But those 
dinners were like many others, at which the 
guests ei\joying themselves, dispense with wit 
and gaiety in their host, provided he dispense 
with their attentions* 

*• During the time Mr. Necker was mini9« ^ 
ter, those who had not known him in his pri* 
Tate life, attributed his silence, his gravity, his 
reserve, to the arrogance of his new situation. 
But I can attest tiiat, even before fortune had 
thus elevated the simple partner of Thellusson ' 
the banker, he had the same air, the same grave 
and. silent cliaiucter; and that he was neither 
more friendly nor more familiar with us. He 
received bis company wiith civility ; but he had 
with none oftis that cordiality which, and which 
alone, imparts to politeness the semblance of 
friendship. 

*^ His daughter^ Madame de Stael, has said 

of 
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of him, that he had the art of keeping all men 
at a distance. If that really was her father*^ 
intention, by telling it, she would have betrayed 
very inconsiderately the secret of a ridicu* 
lous pride. But the simple truth was, that a 
man accustomed from his youth to the myste- 
rious operations of a bank, and absorbed in the 
calculation of commercial speculation, knowing 
nothing of the world, but little conversant with 
men and manners, still less so with books ; 
superficially and vaguely informed on all that 
did not concern his profession ; such a man 
was obliged, by discretion, prudence, and self- 
love, to keep hims^elC reserved, in order that he 
might not discover the poverty and paucity of 
his ideas ; thus he would speak freely and abun* 
dantly on subjects with which he was well ac- 
quainted, but on every other with reserve. He 
was therefore adroit and prudent, and not ar- 
rogant. His daughter is sometimes rash, though 
she is always charming. 

** With respect to Madame Necker, she 
had among us some friends whom she distin* 
guished, and I was always of the number* It 
was not that our opinions and tastes haimo- 
nized; I even affected to oppose my simple 

aad 
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find vulgar ideas to her high conceptions-; and 
it was requisite for her to descend from those 
inaccessible heights, in order to communicate 
with me. But though unapt to follow her in 
the region of her thoughts, and more a slave to 
ray senses than she would have wished, I waB 
not the less one of her favourites." 

The third who sketches the cliaracter of this 
celebrated Madame Necker is a Swiss traveller, 
oneof her own countrymen.* '* After marriage,** 
says he, ** Mr. Necker became entirely another 
man. His wife, virhom from indigence and de- 
pendance, he had raised to comfort and af« 
fluence, doated on him. She made him believe 
that he, who, from a destitute beggar, had iu a 
few years, by his own industry and addr^s, 
become one'bf tlie most wealthy bankers^ might 
aspire to any thing; and in some few years^ 
more, as easily and quickly obtain rank, as he 
had obtained and accumulated riches« 

** As the first stage tx) elevation, she advised 
him twice or thrice in the week to treat all the 
wite, or men of letters of any celebrity or ta- 
lents, who in return would proclaim him^ a li- 

* See Le Voytgeur Suiase^ &c. p« 984 and 385* 

terary 
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terary patmn, a protector of the muses; andf 
with their abilitie9 assist him in aoy diQicult 
literary uodertakings of his owa. Thus Tho- 
' mas corrected and improved bis Eulogy of 
Colbert; D'Alembert revised bis Essay on the 
Liberty of the Commerce in grain, and ixs 
Compte Rendu ; and Maimontel new modeUed 
his book on the administration of the finances. 
All this progress towards power and immorti^ 
lity did not cost him in the whole twenty tlioii^^ 
sand livres (6S5/.). 

** From the success of these undertakings, he 
always submitted to the superior judgment of 
his wife, as to that of a being of a higher 
order. This submissidn extended to every 
thing ; to domestic concerns, to financial spe^* 
culations as well as to litemiy perfiMinaoces or 
political transactions and intrigues* She wa^^ 
the soul of his counsels^ and his adviser both ut 
prosperity and adversity.^ Had it not been for 
her, he would neither have been so surprisingly 
popular, nor so miserably wretched. 

** She accompanied him in his exile,* a3 she 

had 

* When Mr. Necker in 1781 resigned his place of a. 
miiuslei of th« finances^ he was accused of peculation bj 

hk 
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had attended him at court, encouraging hlv 
hopes, smoothing his disappointments, and al-^ 
leviating his pains. Madame Necker was upon 
the whole a wonderful worhan. Not possessing 
beauty, she charmed, and destitute of feelings 
herself, she inspired tenderness. She wanted 
neither genius from nature, nor information 
from study. But though no person had more 
completely succeeded in subjecting her pas«* 
sions to her reason, and both to her, egotism,^ 
it was not difficult to discover, that, in her, art 
was every thing, and nature nothing ; and that 
the sentiments of her mind were as artificial at 
the expressions of her sensibility were studied 
and interested. 

'• Without religion, she passed for devout, 
and without compassion, for charitable. She 

hit enemiof, thd Louii XVI. one day foiinU tb« foUowtni 
Qfuitrain undtfr hU mpkin : 

" Geneve a pruduitdnux grands homniM I 
Tout les deux cm cm aux Francaif ; 

L*uti einporte bien dci regrets, " 

L'autre emportera bieii deg somtncs.^ 

Tli« other person meant in i\ui Quatrain was J. J. 

strove 
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strove as much as possible to implant in Ibe 
bosom of her daughter her own notions, her 
own philosophica) phlegm. She succeeiled 
beyond her ex|)ectations. Before she was 
twenty, Madame de Stael thought^ spoke, and 
intrigued like her second self, while her bus* 
band bad not an idea of his own ; not a scheme 
that was not digested by her, and not a plan, 
on which she had not meditated, dehberated^ 
and privately determined. 

** Many think, that had Madame Nedcer 
passed her youth in brilliant societies, fr^ 
quented courts at an early age, and afterwaid» 
married the same hqsband, Louis XVL mig^t 
still have reigned ; or, at least, he would never, 
have died on the scaffold! 

** Her social vices were few, but her social 
virtues none. With her every thing, was 
calculation. She would have prostituted her- 
self to niuke her husband a minister of state; 
but she would also have sacrificed the universe 
to destroy any one who opposed him. In him 
were couct'iitrated all her expectations, all her 
wants, and all her dt*sires. She would have 
shown fortitude enough in courageously en- 
countering death with him, while he servilely 

followod * 
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-followed her advice ; but her vanity was ^uch, 
that she would perhaps have delivered hiinself 
to the executioner, if proscribed or persecuted, - 
had he deviated from her dictates. 

** Madame Necker was in fact a connubial 
heroine, but also a connubial tyrant. 'J'lie mi- 
nister who directed the councils of a great king 
of a great nation was in leading strings in his 
own house ; and he who so audaciously imposed 
upon a whole people by his presumption, was 
the most submissive domestic slave. 

•* It was not Mr. but Madame Necker,« who 
duped and treated the best of kings with inso- 
lence, his queen with contempt and calumny, 
and the people of France at large as clerks of 
an humble counting-house, or pupils of a cha- 
rity school." 

Though Madame Necker's character was 
more firm,' and her courage more cool and 
calm than that of her husband, her constitu- 
tion was weaker ; her health was therefore 
ruined before her spirits were broken. She died 
in 179^, when in her fifty-fourth year. Her 
body was embalmed, and daily visited by a 
disconsotate husband, who, in her, had lost more 

than 
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than the half of lilm^clf. He, r» well cui hit 
dttughtiT, Imvo written her panegyric, and hold 
up m perfoctiou and Httnetity; what wad in fact 
nothing' n\orc than a conibiuatlou of vanity and 
liypocrisy. 



( 16s ) 



AIMEE CECILE REN A UD, 

THfi PARISIAN VICTIM. 



T^E enthusiastic admiration, and servile 
adulation paid to the Fleming Robespierre in 
May 1794, were carried to the same shameful 
height by the French republicans, as their dis« 
honourable elevation of the Cornican Buona^ 
parte to an emperor in May 1804, Their 
vileness was the same, though their object* 
were thanged. They equally prostrated and 
debased themselves before the sauH-culotte and 
the imperial assassin. 

A man of the name of Henry L'Amiral, fcwr* 
roerly a servant in the house of the minister 
Bertin, and afterwards a keeper of a lottery 
office at BfUSS^lSf attempted in the night of 
the S6th of May, 1794, to shoot the ci-demnt 
itrollhtg player, CoUot d'Herbois, first a rjegi- 
ftccomplice, and afterwards a revoiup 

tionary 
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tionary rival of Robeapien-e. Being interro- 
gated, he declared that his . project was to kill 
Collot d'ilerbois and Robespierre^ and that 
duriiifi^ tlu'ee days, he had looked for an oppor- 
tunity to dispatch the latter, which, he was 
sorrj' to say, hud not jiresented itself, as it might 
have siived the republic, and diilivered France 
of a monster, whose death would have secured 
him the admiration and regret of the universe. 
Foii(]uier 'J'invillo, wishing to make out of his 
attempt a Ion/; chain of coaspiracy against the 
worthy Fnnch patriots of that time, confronted 
him with thirty persous, said to be his accom- 
, plices. He dec land however that he atone had 
fx>ncfivod the plan, with wliich no other indi- 
vidnal wastK^quainted; and addressed the pub- 
lic accuser thus : •' Does the devil govern you 
in accusing. ev(T)' body as my accomplice? Of 
all the persons j)resent I never before In my 
life saw a single individual." When his inter- 
rogatory was over, he sung with a loud vwce— 



** Plutot la inort que rusrlavag* 
(IV.st iu Uevibe dts Francam." 



In the same dungeon with him was confiuetl 
a robber, coudenuied to the gullies^ who acted 

the 
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the part of a spy» but he could le^m nothing 
ironi him, but that he had by his conduct en- 
deavoured to serve his country.* 

As this aiFair made a great noise» and depu- 
tations from the jaxobin and cordelier clubs, as 
well as from the commune, had congratulated 
Collot d'Herbois on his escape, jealousy, envy, 
and suspicion, tiie domineering passions of the 
Tnind both of a Robespierre and a Buonaparte, 
were excited, and could only be appeased by 
a farther effusion of human btood. 

Fearing tliat his popularity would decline, 
if the eyes of all -n>en were fixed upon Collot 
d'Herbois, Robespierre resolved to embrace 
the first occasion to draw back t\\e public at- 
tention to himself- The visit of a young girl, 
who in a very extraordinary manner presented 
herself at his house, not only gave him the op • 
{)ortunity he sought, and a complete triumph, 
but afforded the sanguinary tyrant a pl^ 
for accelerating his course in the race of 
blood. He was dissatisfied with the tardiness 
of the revolutionary tribunal, which, though it 
destroyed from fifty to fourscore persons a day, 

* See Le Dictibnnaire Bio^ph»que, Tol.i. p. 31. 

without 
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without any form of trial or ceremony, save Uiat 
of calling over their names, seemed too slowfor 
the rapidity of his destructive appetite.- He 
had proposed at the jacobin club to kill three 
thousand a day with grape shot till the prisons 
should be emptied; and orders .were actually 
given for enlarging the court of the revolutionary 
tribimai, so that two or three hundred persons 
might be dispatched at one time.* Whether 
his fears of assassination were real or affected, 
he niado usi^ of the reports raised on the sub* 
ject to gratify his vanity as well as his cruelty. 
He made & pompous speech in the National 
Convention, in whicli he exaggerated the mag« 
nitude of his scrvicei^, and of his dangers ; and 
like his worthy successor Buonaparte, chal* 
lenged the gratitude of his contemporaries, and 
the admiration of ])osterity. He also made use 
of it for a purpose still more detestable, to obtain 
the decree for giving no quarter to English or 
H-anoverian prisoners. 

But what pleased him above all at the mo« 
ment was, that the visit of young Mademoiselle 
Rcnaud, without any personal danger to himself^ 

* See Les Annales du Terrorism, |^reface,p. 9. ' 

procured 
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depended on the situation in whicb I fonmi 

" Did any one employ you to speak to Citfc 
ten Robespierre ?'•— " No." 

*• Had jrou any memorial to present to him?** 
— •• I do not see that you have any conoern with 
that matter/* 

•* Do you know Citizen Robespierre?'*—" No ; 
for that was exactly what I wanted/* 

•' What were yoiir motives for desiring to 
know him ?" — ** To know if he answered my 
purpose." Being called upon to explain the 
last expression, she replied, " I have nothing 
more to say on that subject*' 

•* When you understood that Citizen Robes* 

pierre was not at home, did you not betray im- 

' patience and ill humour?"—-** Yes/* ' 

" Do you know the Rue de FEstrapade ?'*--r 
•^No/* 

** Did you not say to the Citizens who ar- 
rested youy that you would died the last drop 
of your blood to restore the king?"— •• Yes, I ' 
did so." 

'* Do you maintain that language still ?**-?-» 
••Yes. I da" 

"What 
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'* What where your motivea for deiiiriiig at 
that time^.and still continuiu]^ to desirei a tyraai 
to govern Fraiiqe?"—** I wish to liavea king, 
because I prefer one to a thousand tyrants i 
and I went to Robespierre's house merely to 
see what was the shape of a tyrant.'* 
, Carnot, a member of the committeet 
then ordered a parcel to be produced to the 
young llenaud, containing the entire dress of 
a woman, which* she had left with a seller of 
lemonade immediately before her visit to Ro* 
beppierre's house, and interrogated her on her 
motives for providing herself with this apparel. 
She answered tliat, well knowing she shotild 
be sent to the place where she certainly must 
go, she wished to be provided with a decent dress 
for the occasion. 

, •* What place do you speak of?" asked Bar- 
rcre.— ** To prison, and then to the guillo- 
tine." 

'* What use did you purpose to make of the 
two knives that were found on your person?" 
— •* None. I never designed harm against any 
living being." 

After this examination, the young Renaud 
was cxunmitted to the Conciergerie prison, and 

1 3 lihe 
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tlic task of punishing her ])rrtendcd crinne was 
delivered over to tlie public accuser, Fouquieir 
Tiuville, the servant, of all work to Tlobespierre, 
SIS Foucho is to Buonaparte. Tills worthy mi- 
inster of Robespierrc*s passions neglected no- 
thing in this afTair that would flatter his mas« 
tcT. He subjected the young girl to several 
sf*cret examinations ; in tlic first of which he 
enq)loyed all the means that might terrify her 
into u ctinlcssion, and an impeachment of her 
arc4)nipHcp.s. She uniformly' and steadily af* 
firmed that she never entertained the idea of 
assassinating Robespierre, but simply wished 
to sec what was the siiape of a tyrant. In an- 
other examination he threatened, if she did not 
nrknowlcdgo hir ^uilt, and give up her accom* 
j)li(vs, to send Iht father, mother, brothers^ , 
and all htir family to t!ie guillotine;. •* You. 
luiiy send uie," she said, ** to tlw guillotine for 
I'.uving formed a desires to behold a tyrant; but 
it would be the most barbarous injustic?e were 
you to destroy my family, who are innocent- 6£ 
that crime.** 

As she contimied to give the same answerb 
upon every interrogatory, Fouciuier Tiriville 
iell into u rage at what bo called litr tlidaoity. 

A new 
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^ new species of torture for i\\e discovery of 
^futh wiiS contrived by the ingenuity of ttiis 
'apient investigator. Perciiiving that she loved 
tlress, he gave orders to the keeper of the pri- 
son to take her clothes from her, and inafce 
Ker put on squaHd, filthy, and disgusting rags 
h) their stead. Thus accoutred, they forced 
her to appear before the council, where the 
^Tne questions and menaces were again re« 
peated. Far from being ashamed of her dresis; 
di6 rallied her examiners with considerable' 
tflect on the al>surdity of their experiment and* 
the pettiness of their invention. In other re- 
spects her answers were exactly the ramfe as be-^' 
tw*, and she persevered in hk-r denial of the 
OofMpiracy. It was then determined to pot Iief 
itid her family to death. 
. On the 29th of Prairial, or the 17th of Jane, 
17J)4, this amiable and unfortunate girl wa» 
tfanftferred to the revolutiotjary tribunal, and 
put to th^ ban As she entered the box ap- 
propriiitH to tlie accused, she saw among the 
awociutes of her mi*? fortunes, her father, hor 
Riother, and an aunt bv whom she had beeir 
«ducxited. Xler eyes liilcd with tears at the 
ii^ht; but iu a sltort time blie subdticd her 

1 4 emotion. 
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r motion, and recovered her usual serenity. 
The jury 9 on only bearing the names called 
over of upwards of thri^cscore persons, most 
of whom liad l)cen six months in prison » and 
were unknown to her, but who were all accused 
of being her accomplices, declared themselves 
sufficiently instructed, and pronounced serw 
teuce of death on the whole party, sixfy-nine 
in number, without listening to evidence or de- 
fi'uce. Among them were Saint Amarwthes, 
mother and daughter, and young Sartines, the 
husband of the tatter, with the two SomtMreuils^ 
£ither and son, and L'Amiral, the assassiin of 
Collot d*Herbois. No less than eight cv 
riages were prepared to conduct beruod hef 
accomplices to the scaffold. This spectacle 
of so many condemned persons, each coverecl 
with a red shirt, and surrounded by a strong 
guard, composed oigens-d^annes with pieces pf 
cannon, who appeared as if they were proceed* 
ing to a fite^ was a compliment to Robespierre. 
All eyes sought for the young Renaud. The 
approach of death made no change in her 
countenance. She calmly cast her eyes around 
upon ttie multitude. During the long time 
occupied in the procession from the prison to 

th» 
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guillotine, which on this occasion was 
-ted near the Barrier du Trine ^ in the Faux^ 
Tg SL Antoine, she never betrayed the 
iliest symptoms of fear. She was seen to 
le more tlian once, and she frequently cort* 
sed with her companions in misfortune. 
ig arrived at the place of execution, she 
aided from the cart with firmness, and em-> 
ing her parents and her aunt, exhorted 
A to die with constancy. When it was 
turn to mount' the scaffold, she ascend^ the 
s with cheerfulness, and courtesying to die 
lerous spectators, seemed eager to present 
bead to the fatal steel, 
arious were the conjectures, at the time, of 
motives of the conduct of this surprising 
; i>ut so far from having any foundation 
*uth, none of them had even probability on 
side. Her answers on her various exami- 
3ns can scarcely justify a suspicion of a 
gn against Robespierre. That she was not 
ilous of imitating Charlotte Corday appears 
her going unprovided with offensive wea- 
s ; but, at the same time, that she did not 
ect impunity is evident from her having 
ifihed herself with a bundle of linen, ex- 

I 5 presily 
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pressly because it would be useful to her h 
prison. Some authors express a belief tha 
insanitv was the cause of her extraordinar 
proceedirrg. If that supposition were just, he 
insanity was of a singular species, as it cer 
tainly approach e<l more nearly to heroism , thai 
enthusiasm and fanaticism* But whether sh 
was guided by sound reason, excited by dis 
gust of existence from witnessing tlie borror 
and Impunity of crime, or that daily scenes o 
blood had exalted her imaginati(»i^ or deraQge< 
lier intellects, no other but a French revoiu 
tionary und republican tribunal, in the universe 
uould have condemned her; nor any othei 
people, but those vile and wicked Frenchmen, 
now Buonaparte*s subjects, would have suffered 
not outy herself, but her family and tfareesoon 
|>ei^ons, utter strangers to her, to perish for ai 
imaginary conspiracy, only existing in tbeguitt; 
minds and trembling consciences of those cri 
niitials, whose enormities would scarcely be be 
lievod,had they not been since surpassed, durii^ 
the roign of tlie Corsican usurper as a general, a 
u iii-st consul, as welLas when an emperor, wb 
dastardly stabs, strangles, and poisons in tb 
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4atik, while Robespierre and his banditti botd^ 
shewed tbemsehres as- noon-day assassins, fiy«> 
pocri^y, the contemptible irice of cowardtsr< 
gm\x^ wa3 not among the number of tbeic 
orioles. 

Ti^ two hfotbers of Mad^vioiseUe Rsnwc^ 
ilMHigh fightiug in the aimy oi the n9rdi, ojx 
the frontier^ <^ Br^Wuii, were ^^rrested^ loadedr 
with ehaine^ and sent to Paris uiM}er a $^)?oQg:- 
esGort^ where they ^nrived on the 9»th ef July^^ 
IJoBt fartunately far them^ thtffKHxip which thei 
^«nts of the Fep^lblifivm designed to diaplajf' 
«n the $ecQ(id f xecutioo causing 4elay» *s^i^« 
their livee ; because^ bcffote tha executionefB hadt 
iume to^ bestow thdr fittecM^ion pn diem, the vr^<r 
volution of the 9lh of'Thermidoi , or the 97tli of* 
J\ily^ w^ch occasioned th^ do>i!pf;itU of Robf»*» 
p^Ajfi;e^.^s]^q4ed tbmr mMIYterou? povefc* :. > 
Louis Renaud» one of tliese brothers, m 

. 1^ For lh^«ccoiiait of A. C Beoaml's apprahoisioA and d^e* 
citfioD»Joni«uV Folitkal SUte, toL vi. p. 468 >;Miss Wyiiiln^, 
I^Bltem in 179i> ratii p. 46; AnecdotM of Caleb«atecl Wo' 
iWi^!P^|<ypt^lW4«vN«r. Annual Rtgistoribr 17^>'966jf 
Ud P<ia^U'4Ui^tofy> o£Jaoobiiutiii, p. adT^^'^^af^ b^en eolh>' 
f lilted. i , ' .. . i^ \{f*A 

^ ■ \ X & 180O 
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18(X) occupied the house of his parents, and 
continued their business as a stationer. Curio- 
sity or compassion, or perhaps both, drew 
thither a number of strangers and foreigners, 
who admired the portrait of his sbter* which 
decorated his shop. After the misc^arriage of 
the conspiracy of the infernal machine, these 
visitors occasioned suspicion, and Fouch6 or- 
dered him, in the name of Buonaparte, to sell 
his house and to settle in a country town. 
Upon a refusal, he was arrested, carried to the 
Temple, and from thence transported fo Cay« 
enna, or removed to eternity, as he has never 
since been heard of.* Th^ portrait of his sister 
viras seizeil by Fouch6, not to decorate the' 
museum of Napoleon or Josephine, but to be ' 
consumed ia flames. The house, after beings 
confiscated, vtras transformed into a carpp-d^^^^ 



* See Let NoiifeUes k la Main, Vendemiaiie, '^mr' xii. 
No II, p. 7. In a note is said, that upon enquiry at the. police^ ' 
m^de by Maria Renaud, the only survi-vingichild of teren, thm 
ivni toU ^hat her hrother Louis had died suddenly in foiftfoa 
kwiAess to St. Pomingo, in a natkinal cii|l«ff| «ad that he leH 
^ PNpcrty but debti behind him. 

gank 
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gofHe for the police soldiers. Philip Renaudt 
the other brother of Aim^ Cecite Renaud, a 
Serjeant in the army of reserve^ was killed 
fighting for Buonaparte at the battle of Ma^ 
reugo! 
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SOPHIA " 

AND 

HENRIETTA BE ST. MARIE, 

KLVOLUTIONAHY SUICIDES- 



Tout est bien dans ub si^cle o(i la mifldre abond^^ 

0}i I'orgueil, la folic, ont envaUie le monde, 

OCi Tcxci^s est sans ccsve i. c6ti: dc Tcxc^s ! 

Tout est Dieu, disons-nous: eh ! le si^clle ou nous somme* 

A peine a-Ml produif^ non des Dieux maisdes homines. 

WHEN the rebels in France, after under- 
mining, had overturned a throne which had 
existed fourteen centuries; and the French 
infidels, after violating, had proscribed, altars^ 
that for eighteen hundred years had been the 
hope of the faithful, the consolation of the un- 
fortunate, a terror to crimes, a barrier to vice^ 
and an encouragement to virtue; the loyal' 
had then no refuge, the religious no protec- 
tion. Undeserved wretchedness no longer ex» 
pected any reward in heaven for its sufferings 
upon earthj and premeditated guilt appre- 
hended 
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leuded.no punishment ia an herealLef .fon the 
enormities it petpeti^ed* in this world « • t It was 
(lien, impossible to t^ke a step itL- the rc^rolu-* 
tionary FreDch republic without meeting cuW ^ 
pable or misr rable beiogs, faaa-dened bgr impu.^ 
Tiity , or inaid^ de»pemt& . by i . witoessiisg the 
triuBQLphi^iebeUioii^ of atheifim, the iauudacitjr 
of regicides and of iofidels. ..■..: ^ 

. ShouU this -countiy stUl <contsiitt miyi^inAitU 
duals inisfctuaited by the mania* of intio^i^tioBs; 
of reform and • iie^oiut^Bs, let them remember 
that among those swallowed up is the lac^oi 
lionai^iguiph, ^o«sweptia/Way 4^ thie* re^u^ 
tionary tonrent in Frknod^,' were f^tuxfiyttiAviy 
of the oppoaersy but also mimy 6f*thect>hspi-i 
lators and promoters of tlie reb^UioH'; 'many 
innovators and reformers, their * fnends, < rela<^ 
ti^^, L|)atentSy and childfen* ' XJNoderth^ reignr 
of the National Conventioli alonfe^ ei^hteei^ 
thou^nd six huiulilid ' and thirteen p^sons: 
were put to death by the guillotine..'- tThe 
pivit war at Lyons oost iJtdrty-Kttie tfaoustodt 
and two hundred lives, Ukat at Marseilles 86iren> 
hundred aad twenty-rnine. At Toulon, four-^ 
teen thousand thre^ hundred aiad twenfy-fivfe 
)ve^€ desti^oyeij^ ,aj»d iA tlie ^ut^ of:Fra^uce^ 

after 
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after the fiill of Robespierre, seven hundred 
and fifty jacobins, pretended regenerators, 
perished. The war in I^a Vendte is computed 
to have caused the destruction of nine hundred 
thousand men, forty thousand women, and 
eiglit tliousand children ; and more tlian twenty 
thousand dwellings were reduced to ashes* 
Impressed with images of terror, four thousand 
seven hundred and ninety persons committed 
suicide; three thousand four hundred wonoeii 
died in consequence of premature deliveries; 
twenty thousand are stated to have died of fa* 
mine, and one thousand five hundred and fifty, 
were driven to insanity. In the colonies, one 
hundred and twenty-four thousand white men, 
women and children, and sixty thousand people 
of colour, were massacred ; two towns and 
three thousand two hundred habitatioDs were 
burned. The loss of men in the war is esti« 
mated at fifteen hundred thousand; and one 
hundred and twenty-threevthousand seven hun- 
dred and eighty-nine noblemen, gentlemen, 
ecclesiastics, and men of property, were banished 
and outlawed as emigrants. All these atito- 
cities were committed, and all this misery en« 
dure4j during the short space of .thirty-seven 

montliSj 
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monthfl, or from September 1792, to October 
1795. In this statement is not included either 
the barbarous outrages against humanity and 
property that have preceded, or that have fol- 
lowed the reign of the National Convention 
for the thirteen remaining years of the French 
revolution. . Their amount surpasses all belief* 
What an immense population has disappeared 
in consequence of the plots of some few am- 
bitious individuals, and infamous firebraDd3» 
Beware^ Britons! of listening to -the. com* 
plaints of the disaffected, to confide in \\\% 
promise of the schemer; and in troublesome 
times mistrust even the sincerity of the pre* 
tended patriot, who, in Great Britain as well af 
hi Fiance, may turn out to be a mistaken dupei 
a lurking assassin, or an artful traitor.* 

It is no wonder if, at such a dreadful period^ 
despondence tormented the mhid.of the good^ 
broke the heart of the tender and compassioiv* 
mte, and despair put the dagger, the poison, 
the pistol^ into the hands of the weak and de* 
jected. ^ ' 

* Let Armalflf dti Terrorisme, p. 150, and Histoire dei 
EfrGyn, toI. tL p. 5t3. and TaWteau G^u^rale by P^ld^» 
Loinm*. . . ^ 

Suiddet 
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Suicides generally increase in proportion to 
the unpunished violation of il>e law, and when 
eminent, virtuous, and honourable actio-^s re- 
main unrewarded by a government either ne- 
glectful or indo!(^nt, incapable or corrupted* 
The victims who thus perish, are so much the 
more to be pitied and lamented, as they fre- 
quently are the purest members of society, at 
least unpolluted by plunder, unstained by 
blood, and irreproachable as citizens. Ofdiis 
description were Sophia and Henrietta de St. 
Marie, and their lovers> Adolph and Fdix de 
Fleuriotte. 

The father of thfe young ladies was a knight 
bf the order of St. Louis, and had b6en a 
lieutenant-colonel in the colonial troop^bf Uiie 
Isle de France, whei^ they were both bbrti.* 
Having two sisters in a convent of noble nuns 
in Burgundy, their father sent them thither iii 
1787 for educatioti. He Was iliJuced'to thei 
sacrifice of depriviiyg^ifnself of their" cdiiipariy, 
by the Iosf? 6f his wife, w»ho died y6urig, arid 
who, when expiring, bad particularly fecom- 
niendcd her children to the care and kindness 
-of their aunts. • . ' 

When they landed in Europe, Sophia hard 

just 
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just ac<*omplished her twelfth, and Henrietta 
)ier eleventh yeiir. Having jjassed the .former 
part of their youth* in domestic rotii*ement, a 
(*onvent, where every inhabitant was a pei*son 
of rank, brought up ac(!ordingly, and posses- 
sed some talent or other to enliven the dulnessr 
of retreat, and to vary the sameness of soli- 
tude, was to them not a disagreeable 8ituatfoi%. 
Their gentle and pleasing manners, their amt 
able temper and disposition, and their inte^ 
resting innocence, procured them as manjf 
friends as they had superiors or companion^. 
They were particularly distinguished and pi^ 
,tied for an early and extreme sensibility, dan- 
gerous in young persons of both sexes, m4 
particularly so in young females, who, withoul? 
any knowledge of the arts of the world, or ex-* ^ 
Iiorience of the deceptions of men, are apt to 
form a judgment of mankind in general fronf 
their own generous and private feelings; t<i 
give credit to the story of the impostor; tfx 
confKle in the vows of the seducer, to the ho* 
nour of the debauchee, and in tlie sincerity aWd 
-constancy of the rake . • -** 

Eiirly in 171X), when the convulsion* • and 
fiitJtions, which tomentedthe'motlicr-coimtTj^ 

begax* 
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bc^mn to afllut the colonies, Colonel de St», 
Marir (iiH{)<)Hod of his pru[)erty in the Isle of 
Fmna*, and took hin {^BHuge for Europe in a 
vr88i:l hound to Marseilles. Un his nrrival, he 
im|uiri'd aftiTi found, and purchased an CAt»te 
in Daupluuy, where he intended to pa»f) the 
reipaindor of his days in the society of hi« 
beloved daughters and of his two sisters, whom 
the destruction of uU religious orders, and tht 
confit^cation of all convents, had deprived of a 
home. Here he romuined undisturbed until 
the l(>th of September, 1 7^*i^i his seventy-second 
birth-day. 

Among the aniuHcments and occupations of 
Sophia and Henrietta, music and drawing had 
a great share. 1 o celebrate their good fiithcr*« 
birth-day ihey made unu!<ual preparations, and 
had in particular dcconited his favourite a[>art« 
tnent, which to the sublime but delightful pros* 
pects of the numcroiiH mountains of Dauphiuo 
added even a disUvnt view of the Alps. Several 
presents were there deposited to surprise him t 
and, among others, a ])icture of their own design 
ami execution, representing a birth-day feast, 
where with their aunts they surrounded their 
father, and crowned, in his prescncei his bust 

with 
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wMi ereigreeiii and flow^« Orer this gnnip 
koivtmi Ike cdestiai spirit of their mother ii 
dM form of a beaut^l woman, holding tie* 
tfTeien her hands a tcmdaatt, with this maeajf*, 
tioD, '* Je veUle iur vous.'* Tlie dinner passed 
orer with the greatest dteerfulness^ and at 
die desert several sonnets composed for Hie 
occasion were sung. Every thhig. seemed tis' 
indicate that the day would end' as k b^n^ 
and that the most dutiful children, and "the 
most tendier parent, would still enjoy a donti^ 
mianoe of merited happiness together. But how 
narrow is human foresight, and bow delusive 
are human expectations! The most promisiug 
appearance of liealth is frequently the signd cf 
death, and the best founded confidence in 
future enjoyments oflen conducts to immediate 
misery. ' 

The cbateku of the Colonel, though at some 
distance from the high road, was however 
visible to all travellers. . A division of the 
army under General Montesquieu, destined th 
invade Savoy, happened to pass by on that 
day. Tliese citizen soldiers inquired after the 
name of the aristocrat, the owner of the cha- 
teau, and why he had not emigrated. Being 

informed 
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iufornicd that he was tlie futlier of two beauti- 
ful (Juu^^hters, of whom he was doatingly fond, 
the whoiu division en masse resolved to begin 
their military exploits by paying a fraternal visit 
to the chateau, to punish the aristocrat^ and to 
»s(M/(: his dau^^hters as a lawful prize. 

In a regiuient of dragoons belonging to this 
division served two brothers, who had not yet 
aeon their fifth lustre. One of llicnn had the 
rank of a captain, the other that of a lieute- 
nant. Aflir having, at the risk of their lives, 
in vain attianpted to dissuade the troops from 
fomniilting such an outnige, they set off at 
full gallop to warn Colonel de St. Marie of 
tlurn' approach, as well as of their intention. 
The veteran without htsitation answered :— 
•' Young gentlemen ! your conduct proves that 
you are men of honour, and that, notwithstand- 
ing your age, I can confide to your care my 
diildren, whose preservation is dearer to me 
than my own existence, and whose purity and 
innocence will bo their best ()rotcctors against 
the insinuations of every man not entirely de- 
praved, 'J'ake tliem and their aimts with you, 
puss through my |)ark, and see tliem safe to a 
neighbour's liou^e Luo leagues distant. 'I'bey 

are 
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Bcqucoted; as U> i . I am ao old. »dU 
aiM venr naiea : nowcfer, if nir 

Mvnrpnpi an pot ally tmmLH>niica^yi|p 

minof, coreicd with tmmu. tr«uodai in .mv 
ErticeorhtslciDgaiiil xiuutiy." 
''SooK tew minutes after llu-ir dejarturi;, tljc 
■teftil' Was iEttri>juti<l(:<I by four (housuiul 
AMfdlMiqaiUJ in itic r^pudlicon \,uifajpi, ac- 
Mipanied 6y seftTdl huD<Ired T;i^^mii<Is in 
ig^-fy^&ei '<»0 "t''<; r<rf]. Tbej di<ie« lialf 
'oaoni'of tbe ntfr^ vioknt atnocg ttican as 
fa^ttes to parky with the Otlonef. After o 
^ibr^ of an IidUr'* ahuit r»r aHsiocrait^, and 
amjAainb agahiSt o>ii«p4rilors> th<^y iiifr>niii7<I 
lim. Chat their demands w«e. Id have Jiis 
fia^ters', his monev, plate. >riii?. and li^uor^ 
Htacdy-' dclhered Dp. On these, copditviv 
ibrfe the}- wotild p^rmitiiini 'to' i^Mape«i£ 
fit life fioni lli?'<!fMtKatf, w^icb'Aejrwel^'db^ 
efnimed » rcduci!" fp ashes' '*'''WIio'a« 
'on.''' said tfj« veteran. ''tWt^atethiJB^w^ 
o' a H>l(lier, and to ma^e siKh pro|K>sati to a 
ather, and to a man of honour?" " "We arf,** 
amrtnd tfioy, " rEpubKcxD vof ooteers of we 
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army of the Alps, going to conquer SaToyi 
but before ive advance ferther, we are deter- 
mined not to leave any aristocrats bdiind us.** 
*' From your manner of speaking and conduct- 
ing yourselves/' said tlie Colonel, ^ I am more 
inclined to think you robbers than toldiers, so 
little do you resemble those brave men» vrho, 
for nearly half a century served under me, 
fought and bled by my side/' '* We are not 
come here," retorted they, ** to hear your 
anti-patriotic language. If you hesitate to 
submit to our dictates, our comrades, whom we 
see already tumultuous on account of our stay, 
will enter by force, seize what the}' want, act 
as they please, and finish by burying you in the 
smoking ruins of your own chateau.*' 

When they left him, he bolted the doors, 
and ordered his five servants to assist him ia 
defending the entry against men, wlio, though 
numerous, mgst be cowards, because thej 
avowed themselves assassins, robbers, and m- 
cendiaries. But before he had time to finish 
his defensive preparations, some of the troops 
had, with the aid of a ladder, entered through 
the windows into the apartments usually occu- 
pied by the ladiet?. Being unable to find tliem, 

-4hey 
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^tter^ they became outrageous; tearing to 
pieces and breaking the furniture, pictures, 

' glasses, and every thing that fell in tteir way : 
while thus engaged, other banditti forced their 
'fray to the cellar, regaling themselves as long 
as any thing to drink was left. The coloners 
last resource was a retreat to his library, there 

. to fortify himself as well as he could. After 
fastening the door, and placing his drawers 
against it, he looked through a small window 
placed over the staircase, where he observed 
the two officers of dragoons cutting down 
every thing before them, in hope of opening 
a way and penetrating to him. But when they 
had ilmost reached the door of the library, 
to his great grief he saw these brave defenders 
fall, inundated with their own and their op- 
posers' blood. In his turn he tliought his 
honour and duty called on him to rescue them ; 
who, although wounded, gave signs of life. 
He therefore rushed out armed with two 
double-barrelled pistols and a sword. Twenty 

^ bullets, directed at him in an instant, all missed 

him, and four of the first assailants #hpa|v 

proached him he laid dead at bis feet. tlTben' 

his sword broke he took to his pistols, with' 

VOL. II, K which 
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which he killed txro more, but fell a lifciesi 
corpse by a shot throu^ his head. The cha- 
teau vras now lefl to unmolested pillage ; aiMl 
after every thing had been sacked or carried 
away» it was set on (ire. In the confusioa thai 
prevailed, some friends of the two officers took 
the opportunity of carrying tliem to a n6iglibour> 
ing cottage, rather in hoixj to relieve their pains 
Jhan to restore them to society. 

It is impossible to depict the dreadful con* 
dition'of Sophia and Henrietta, when, on the 
same night, by the indiscretion of a servant, 
they wcix? apprized that their father was no 
more! 7\n example of re^^ignation to the will 
of an often incomprehensible Providence was 
held out to them by their aunts, and religion 
preadied to them submission without a mur-^ 
mur even in this great calamity. Thcjy lis- 
tt ned tQ its voice ; and they found strength 
enougli to return to their late dwelting* in 
seareh of the corpse of their beloved and un^ 
fortunato parent, as soon as the republican 
division had quitted the neighbourhockl. But 
amidst the many mutilated, half-})umed, or 
nearly consumed remains, their pious zeal did 
not meet witli the sad consolation it ex])ectcd. 

However, 
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However, that they might not have any thiDg* 
like want of filial duty to accuse themselves 
wkhy they caused the. ground to be cleared of 
aU the human ^xmes and ashe^ i which, after' 
being rel^ioualy collected in four lar^ cof'- 
fins, were dqjosited in the sanje grave, oyer 
which a monument was erected, and still ft- 
mains, bearing this simple inscription ? ** PiL«- 

SBNGERy PRAY FOB THE ■ BEPOSE OF TRIB 

soui. OFv PiULip Dfi St. Marie, as wsLfi 

AS FOB TliE SOVI^S OF THIS ASSASSINS, IK*-» 
TSIIBED WITH TUXIB VICTIM IK THIfl SAI^fi 
TOMB.'* 

Their residence in this neighbourhood could 
no longer be desirable, nor even supportable, 
to the orphans, whose health was as much im- 
paired as their spirits wene oppressed. Their 
Bmits required and persuaded thera^ therefor^,^ 
to remove to Paris, and to becowie inmatos 
with a cousin of their mother, appointed m 
their father's will liieir guardian, who was a 
^n-devant counsellet of the parliamant, -aiid 
extremely rich. Though this gentleman did 
not approve of the revolution, he declined to 
emigrate. Having resolved no more to med^ 
-die with or to interfere in the contests of tjie 

K 2 factious. 
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factious, than to share in the guilt of con«pi- 
ratprs and traitors, he thought Ij^imself safe 
from the fur}' of the former, and from the pu- 
nishments merited by the latter. He had car- 
ried his prudence So far as to cease all inter- 
course -with his^former friends or acquaintances 
suspected of aristocracy, or not following the 
same line of conduct he had prescribed to 
himself. Not having any children, an aged 
mother and his wife constituted his only so- 
ciety: they all kindly strove to alleviate with 
their attention, tendemess,^ and affection, the 
sorrotvs of the interesting orphans whom such 
heavv misfortunes drove under their roof. 

Though Paris at that period was in the power 
Df plunderers and murderers, under the appel- 
lation of patriots and republicans, its many 
fine walks, and various places of reisort for the 
melanclwly as well as^ for the gay, afforded 
some diversion to young persons^ to whom they 
were novelties. But after the murder of the 
best and most unfortunate king of France. 
• even these assumed a gloomy appcjarance: the 
novelty ceased, but the horroi's of Anarchy 
and crime remained. Every day increased the 
apprehensions of the good, the insecurity of 

the 
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the rich, and -the dread of all who had pro-, 
perty to lose, honoitf* to preserve, and no guilt 
to oilier as the only acceptable evidence of 
civism, of patriotism, and of republicanism. 
At last, when the decree ugainst suspected 
persons, (including all individuals of either 
sex, and of whatever age, belonging to the 
ci-devant privilegejd classes) had passed, So- 
phia and IIenrietU\^ as well as their relatives, 
were proscribed, and flight alone could pre- 
vent imprisonment and death. Thus circum- 
stanced, the two sisters, provided with five 
hundred louis-d'ors, considered it as fortunate 
to. be taken by a sans-culotte mantua-malcer 
as sans-culotte apprentices, and as such they 
remained unnoticed and concealed until the 
spring of 1794. 

The two oflicers of dragoons, who had so 
nobly preserved their innocence, their honour, 
and their lives, and in such a generous manner 
devoted themselves for their parept, a stranger,, 
had frequently occurred to their remembrance, 
and been the subject of their alarms and con- 
versation. Sometimes they deplored them as 
dead; again they hoped that these warriors 
bad escaped, and lived to witness the gratitude 

K 3 due 
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due to their magnanimity and disinterested- 
ness. On the 23d of April, one of these of- 
ficers, in the dress of a common soldier, un- 
expct^tedly entered'the shop where they worked, 
and while looking at some ready-made linen, 
jput a letter into the hand of Henrietta, and 
wont away. In it, the sisters were told* that 
Adolph, a'fe wrll as Felix de Fleuriotte, had 
providenti;iily escaped death, after being dan- 
gerously wounded. That they both had been 
unanimous in never again ser\'ihg among ban- 
ditti, d;s<;raclng the name of soldiers; but 
that by this determination they had also been 
included in the same act of proscription with 
themselves. That to avoid their assassins, they 
had, under fictitious names," ertgaged as vo- 
lunteers io the corps of citizens doing duty at 
Paris ; where, after long and nunierous re- 
searches and inquiries, they were jfinally for- 
tunate enough to find out by accident the 
abode of ladies, for whom with respect and 
admiration other sentiments were united, and 
without whom life would soon be insupport- 
able. They asked and appointed an interview 
for the next decade, or republican holiday, in 
the garden of plants fci-devaut kind's garden). 

They 
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They begged to see them, and to converse oav.'e 
mort! with those for whom they hud been qq 
happy VLB to suffer, but who were deserNiag 
of sacrifices^ which it was above tlieir ability, 
but not above their wishes, to ofl'tT. 

Many persons m France have by the revo* 
lutiou been so situated and so isolated, th;\t 
what in oidcrly timcwS and in ordininy circiiin* 
stances miglit justly have been upbraided us 
indiscreet, or i^egardtd as imprudent, has turned 
cut an inevitable obligation, dictated by ho* 
nour as well as by necessity. Hiis was tho 
case of Sophia and ^Henrietta. Unknown to 
their mistress, their aunts and relations already 
captured and incarcerated, and they them* 
selves condemned to share the same confine^ 
mcnt if dtterted, their lives and liberty were 
a;/a!n at the mercy of two strangers, who, 
though thry once shewed that they possessed 
honourable principles, might since have been 
led astray by the prevailing unbridled licet:* 
tiousneMs of their countrymen. Although these 
bad learned every thmg concerning the family 
of Colonel de it. Mirie, thf young ladies 
knew nothing of their deliverers, or of theif 
parents or relatives. They had only lieard 

k4 that 
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that a noble and respectable family of Dc 
Fit uriotte existed in Alsace, but whether Adolph 
and Felix were members of it had not come to 
their knowledge. According to their ideas, 
duty and prudence, however, equally required 
that they should be punctual to an appoint- 
rnent neither repugnant, to their feelings nor 
inclinations. 

Since the day when Adolph and Felix had 
»t so great a risk rendered such an important 
service to Sophia and Henrietta, new crimes 
had produced an affinity in their reciprocal 
misfortunes. The Baron de Fleuriotte, their 
father, in attempting to emigrate, had been 
stopped and shot at I^ew Brissac, while their 
mother and sisters had saved their lives only 
to partake of the misery of their exiled coun- 
trymen in Germany. They themselves were 
under a triple republican ban ; as noblemen, 
as deserters from their regiment, and -as emi- 
grants from their country. Their relations, 
who had remained in France, were also either 
in prison, or had perished in the massacres of 
prisoners. Thus in the micist of their native 
land, they were destitute, friendless, and pro- 
scribed. 

The 
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The first inteniew, as might be supposed, 
was extreiiiely alVectiug, and was fallowed 
by others. When they had become better ac- 
quainted, seiithneuts of gratitude and esteem 
were succeeded by those of friendship and 
of alFection. They found themselves worthy 
of each other; and concluded, from the simi- 
larity of their perilous situations and numer- 
ous sufferings, that Providence had intended 
and approved of their union, as a reward for 
their virtuous per^evemnc^e in the path of rec- 
titude. Tliey therefore agreed among 'them- 
selves, that as soon as the troubles of France 
ceased, or they could find an opportunity to 
emigrate, Sophia and Henrietta were to be- 
stow their. hands, the former on Adolph and 
the latter on Felix de Fleuriotte. 
• This dreiim of future happiness was,' how- 
ever, but of sliort duration. A gens-d'arme 
who had served under the officers, and knevsr 
them again notwithstanding their disguise^ 
dignounced them, and obliged them to conr 
trive other means of concealment. They no 
longer dared to walk out during the day, and 
it was only after dark that they could conversiC 

K 5 a moment 
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tt nfionifnt with their female friends. Hear- 
ing, however, tliat the Bpies of the police 
Were in strict search after them, and not to 
involve thone whom they so dearly loved in 
the cruel fate prohahly prejmred for them- 
selves, at the intei-view on the evening of the 
26th June, 1704, they bade their Sophia and 
Henrietta a long and doleful adieu* Their 
plan was to leave Paris, and to try to escape 
into Switzerland; but the. guide whom they 
had engaged with money lent them by their 
mistresses to assist them In their flight, be* 
trayed and delivered up tlK>se he had engaged 
to screen and to j)resei've. On the 95th of 
June, Sophia received the following lines frond 
her Adolph, delivered to her by a child. 

The Prison of La Force, June Q4M, 
nine o'clock in the mornings ' 

•* Most beloved of wonien! The career of 
my short and wretched existence is closed for 
ever when you read these lines. My Gpd and 
my Sophia will be my last thoughts. I enter 
into eternity, imploring the blessing of the 
Almighty on you and your sister; hiii mercy 

on 
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tm me and my podr brother. Sophia! Sophia! 
the idea of leaving you behind in this abode of 
mfamy and wickedness, and the thought that 
80 much virtue and so much beauty may per* 
haps soon fid I a prey to audacity and guilt, at 
most distract me. It is not jealousy ; it is not 
selfishness :—nOy it is the purest, most affeo* 
tionate of sentiments, that makes me bequeath 
to you this advice: — Follow my example! ! 
The blood-stained earth is not worthy to con- 
tain any longer such an angel. Remember^ 
dearest, dearest Sophia! your oath-— your sa« 
cred *oath never to belong to another, never to 
survTi'e the untimely death of your friend, of 
your lover. I am sentenced to be executed^, with 
Felix, to-morrow — to pass through the hands 
of the public executioner. No! no!— ^nevcr! 
never I shall I be insulted by a sight of him, or 
my corpse polluted by his touch. I expect 
every instant to hear that Felix is no more.' We 
agreed to dispatch ourselves before the end of 
the day, and the siin is setting. Should he 
have no opportunity of addressing his last 
vpws, his last prayers, to his dear Henrietta, 
she may read them in mine to you ! They aie 
the same; the same tender affection aocom- 

K 6 p;mies 
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panics him in the grave, with the same wishes* 
that his Henrietta will not stay behind, exposed 
by her virtues to all the evils of life, without 
any hope or prospect of comfort in the den of 
corruption and villainy of our disgraced coun* 
tty. — I hear the report of a pistol — Felix has 
hved! and I am expiring in uttering— Sophia! 
Sophia — ^I Exptcr you. 

The same note contained these verses:— 

Don funeste du ciel, deplorable existence, - 

Chef-d'oeuvre excellente de la DiYinlt^, 

Tyran de la nature et de rhumanit6^ 

Kentre dans le neant, o^ tii pris la naissance. 

Que la mort dC-sastreuse exerce sa vengeance, 

Qu'aucun ttre n'^chappe k sa rapacit6; 

Que la 6amme en volcans du globe ensanglant6 

Dttruise les ressorts et Torganique essence. 

Que, le foudre h. la main, sur le tr6ne des airs, 

L*imiAortel Cr^alcur embrase Tunivers, 

Le sage osc admirer la fureur qui Tanime. ' 

11 sY'cric, ^ Taspcct de ce dernier ficau : 

Peri««e le s^joui oCi triuraphoit le crime! 

La veatu vit em paix dans la nuit du tombeau. 

While reading this note Sophia fainted^ 
away; and Henrietta seized the paper, the har* 
binger of such fatal news to them both. Hav* 

ing 
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(HO friend upon earth to consult, no expecta^ 
00 of support, or even con5olation from any one 
lit themselves, the lamentable loss of the only 
)ersons that attached them to an exi^^tence so 
early miserable, was so much the m^r^ severely 
feit, Th^ saw in the universe Nothing but a 
desert, where they were surrounded by tigers 
and wolves ready to devour th^m. Unpitied 
and defenceless they therefore did not long he> 
sitate in deciding on what psirt they should 
act. Under pretence of enquiry after some a&« 
quaintances, th^ asked leave of their mistress 
to pass some days at Chantilly. When they had 
seated themselves in the coach for that place,, 
a newsman was bawling out-—'' Here is the 
JcurncU des Jacobins^ containing great news of 
a grand execution of aristocrats and of grand 
suicides in tlie prison of La Forcey Henrietta 
bought the journal, and put it into her pocke^. 
When arrived at Cbantilly, they stopped at the 
inn called the City of London. After dinner 
they walked in the delightful but quiet paiic 
of the Prince of Conde, once so much fre- 
quented, now so solitary, so deserted. On t t 
day, a month before, they had passed soi 
happy hours on the very spot, in the companj 
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of their lovers ; a happiness they were never 
wore to enjoy. WImt u melancholy change 
in so short u period ! When tired of walking, 
they lay down under the shade of a venerable 
oak I where they had sworn eternal fid^^ity to 
friendship and luve. Ht^nrietta then remembered 
the journal, and tliey began to read it in tgi- 
tation. 'I'hey hud not advanced fiir before 
they found the names of their aunts and re« 
latives amon>( those of fifty-four other indi* 
viduals, executeii the day before as conspira* 
tors. A flood of tears ailbrded a seasonable 
relief to their oppressed bosoms, and gave them 
strength enough to go through the next pages t 
all the particulars already mentioned, of the 
arrest, condemnation, and suicides, of Adolph 
and Felix ; with an a<lditi6n, that the police 
was looking after the accomplices of these young 
men, supposed to be some female aristocrats, to 
one of whom, under the name of Henrietta, 
Felix de Fleuriotte had written with charcoal 
on the walls of the dungeon the following lines : 

PuiHque pur la imture 
L^hoinme au trepau cHt aMcrvie, 

II fautbicn quMl TenUure. 
Vn jour de jdus, wMi eit »▼!, 

Ne vaul |)as uu murmure« 

Hud 
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bd ibey then brought with them their arms 
eftruction, that moment wcniid probably have 
t their last : though before they left Paris, 
r had fixed on the day, the hour, and the 
netit, to commit their rash act. After a me* 
holy disdiission of anotheK hour, they 
med to the inn, and inquired of the landlady 
ither any clergyman resided in the Tillage or 
im Ticroity? ^'Alas! no/' said tlie good 
Qan: ''the osrate Mras guillotined three 
itfas ago, and we are no longer permitted to 
ourselves christians." 

rhik their supper was preparing, they joined 
e children dancing in the street to the music 
I blind fidler. Among these they distri* 
»d their rings, bracelets, and other trinkets ; 
gave the musicians a double louis-d'or, oa 
lition that he should every night during 
: week amuse the young folks in the same 
mer. They caressed several of the girls^ 
:ng them to enjoy life now, before reason 
lid convince them of its little value. ** We 
y said they, *' laughed and danced at your 
; but these pleasures were too short, and 
ir remembrance only renders long subse* 
nt pains so much tl;e more insupportable^ 

You 
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You promise us that you will dance to morrow, 
the next day, and every day until Sunday, and 
think of us though we are not present. Good 
night — God bjess you." 

As their behaviour though strange was col- 
lected, and although it indicated affliction, 
evinced no signs of insanity, they excited com- 
passion rather than curiosity. During supper 
the landlady tried, but in vain, to enter into con- 
versation with them ; and her intrusion was 
the more troublesome, as, not to occasion any 
suspicion of their intent, they were obliged to 
speak cheerfully, while their hearts were almost 
bursting with grief, and to listen to the village 
prattle, while their thoughts were wavering to- 
wards eternity. »j 

The next morning they were up before sun- 
rise, paid their bill, and went again into the 
park ; where, about noon, they were discovered 
under an oak-tree, dead in each other*8 arms» 
their bosoms pierced with two daggers. Either 
to prevent the wind from exposing them in- 
delicately, or fearing the same effect from 
the convulsions of death, they bad with several 
yards of black ribband tied their white, gowns 
on the outside^ Each of them held the por- 
trait 
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trait of her lover in her left hand, with which 
she was al&o embracing her sister ; and in the 
right hand was the weapon which put an end to 
their sufferings. In their pockets were several 
papers^ from some of which this sketch is ex- * 
tracted ; and sixty louis-d'ors in gold, which 
they bequeathed to children made orphans by 
the revolution. They desired to be buried 
under the oak vs^here they expired, and the por- 
traits of their lovers to*be placed with them in 
tbeif coffins. Round the handle of each dag* 
ger was fastened with a pink ribband, a slip of 
paper with these words : •' Adolph and Felix, 
your Sophia and Henrietta join you.'* 

In the room where they had passed their 
last night was dropped a paper with this prayer: 
*' O God! whose bounty we have adored in 
the midst of our early and numerous ealami- 
ties, have merry on two feeble mortals, who 
hapten to thee without thy command — who 
hasten to present themselves before thy throne, 
where their lovers have already appeared, and 
undoubtedly obtained that heavenly crown 
which their virtues deserved. To thee, oh our 
father and our God ! is known the misery as 

weli^ 



no THE FEMALE PLUTARCH. 

well as the innocence of our lives ; our sub- 
mission to tliy will^ and oinr confidence that 
thou wilt reward us hereafter for our resignation 
upon earth. Should however our rash act be, 
a crime, we have erred from ignorance, not 
from design. Whatever, O God, is thy deter- 
mination, we must submit: only separate us 
not from our lover??* Let us with them enjoy 
the blessings of the elect, or the tormenttf of 
the reprobated. With them, hell itself will 
lose its terrors, its horrors ; but without them^ 
paradise itself wi 1 be to us a wilderness !** 

O Mort f O dc»tiQ6L* ! O Dicu de la lumi^l 
Cr^ateur incr6e dc la nature enti^rej 
£tre immense et parfait, seul 6trede bont6j 
As tu fait les humains pour Ja calamity f 

The las^t requests of Sophia and Henrietta were 
complied with by the municipality ; and they 
were both interred under the spot rendered so 
sacred to theiri by the fidelity they so sincerely 
vowed, and so religiously preserved to their 
lovers. No marble — no monument describes 
their graves ; but on the oak- are rudely carved 
fiieir names, witli these lines^ still legible in . 
1799: 

A f otre 
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A Totre laiif m^lonii nos pleun ; 
Attendriatons^nous d*age en age, 
Sur Yo« amours et voi malheurs ; 
Mais admiroiiS Totre coukaoc * 

lie whole of this sketch is extiacCed horn Le RtetuS 
latttf page 51 et scq. and frum L» Vojfogtur 
\b et seq. 
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MADAME LE GRAND, . 

TH£ LOYAL GACNADICK. 



DURING the whole period of the rero* 
lulionary war, no city defended itself better, 
or sustained a longer siege, than Lyons: al« 
though it was without ramparts, without 
an arsenal, without heavy artillery, without 
magazines, without ammunition, and with- 
out any other garrison than its own citizens, 
chiefly composed of manufacturers and me- 
chanics; accustomed to a sedentary life, and 
therefore generally supposed to be ener- 
vated, aud unfit to endure fatigues always 
excessive during a vigorous defence, parti- 
cularly when the assailants are numerous, ac^ 
tive, or actuated by the usual passions which 
disgrace civil contests, and having nothing to 
apprehend from attack or interruptions from 
external enemies. 

Several histories and relations have been 

. published 
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published of this memorable siege ; but the he* 
roic exploits of the Lyonese were so great and 
60 numerous, that to mention all the individual 
examples of couiUge, ofvalour, of resignation, 
and of {latriotism, would require more volu- 
minous works than the extensive and exagge- 
rated memoirs of all the achievements of repub- 
lican armies since ^he ' revolution. An honour- 
able emulation distinguished both sexes: to 
brave dangers ; to receive or to return the fire of 
their ungenerous and unnatural enemy; to sup- 
port privations of every description ; and in the 
advanced posts to expose themselves as the for* 
lorn hope, and by the sacrifice of their own 
lives to preserve those of their fellow citizens, 
or at least to retard the progress of their im- 
plaoihle foes, who barbarously gave no quarter. 
Several hundred women were wounded, maimed, 
or killed, in the batteries by the side of the can- 
non, or in serving as mounted riflemen-or hussars. 
They handled the sword, manoeuvred with the 
artillery, and charged with the bayonets, if not 
with more force, at least with more skill and 
adroitness, than even the men. 

Among th« female citizens of Lyons, combat* 
ing against the republican plunderers and san- 
guinary 
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guinary tyrants, in defence of their rights, liberty, 
property, and lives, Madame Le Grand becaaie 
conspicuous, both by the beauty of her persoD» 
and by her undaunted perseverance in mihtaiy 
duty. She belonged to the battalion of loy^ 
Lyonese grenadiers, called even by the repub- 
licans the terrible, from the havoc they xnade 
among the latter in the different charges on 
their ranks. When famine and treachery had 
opened to the tri-coloured baiKlitti those gates 
which they had been unable to force either by 
superior numbers, or a merciless bombardr 
ment, Madame Le Gmnd returned tocher home 
without any other injury tlian a slight wound 
on the head. 

Citizen Le Grand, her husband, was master of 
a cofToe-house not far from the Place de Belle- 
court; By a severe rheumatic complaint, be 
had been confined to his bed during the whole 
time of the siege: his name was therefore laojt 
upon the list of proscription with those of 
many thousand other of his fellow^itizens 
destined to perish by an ignotninioue deHth^t 
but his wife daily expected, and with &nfmtm 
awaited, her impending doom. It was ^dl 
known to the jacobin and repubUcaa assawkm^ 

that 
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that she had bravely carried arms against them^ 
She had however an unknown protector, or ra- 
ther enemy, w!io retarded her trial Sind exe- 
cution, in hopes of dishoiwurihg her before he 
sent her to be murdered. The name of the 
villain was Fernex, 

Before the revolution Femex was a low me- 
chanic, employed in a silk manufactory at 
Lyons, poor and despised, because he was a 
drunkard and idle. Having also been accused, 
arrested, and punished, lor ste<iling ani selling 
silk belonging to his masters and employers, he 
was of course a fit subject to ligure among the 
French patriots and republicans. In a few 
years he became one of the most ))opular re- 
formers and staunchest /new(/^ of liberty and 
equality in France. To reward his zeal and 
patriotism^ the National Convention, on the 
recommendation of CoUot d'Herbois and 
FoCiche (the present minister of police), ap« 
pointed him one of the judges of the revolu- 
tionajy tribunal established at Lyons, which, 
within eleven months^ butchered six thousand 
four hundred and two persons of both sexes. 

Some time elapsed before Madame Le 
Grand could discern the views of this wretch : but 

his 
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his declaration of love was heard and answered' 
with that becoming indignation of virtue, when 
detecting the snares laid for it by treachery and 
-infiimy» So much, however, had this culpable 
and artful man insinuated himself into tlie 
good opinion and friendship of her husband, 
that when she informed him of the attempt 
against his honour and her virtue, he would 
not believe it, but continued to share with the 
viper his confidence, and bestow on him his ^ 
hospitality. jjr* 

Several young men who had frequ^ted her 
coffee-house, and whom Femex had observed, 
or supposed to be attentive to 'Madame Le 
Grand, were, under the most frivolous pretexts, 
taken up, tried, and executed, in a summaiy 
manner, as enemies to the republk^. She gues- 
sed the real cause of these atrocious judicial 
murders, and hinted it to her husband, who 
was always infatuated with his revolutionary 
friend. At length none of the customers dared 
to converse with ht*r, through fear of incurring 
the hatred and vengeance of Femex ; and her 
coffee-house was deserted and shunned by all. 
The terror he inspired did not displease the 
ferocious ruffian, whose officious insinuations 

augmented 
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augmented in propbitioii as he saw himself tiie 
undisputed master of the field of battle. Find- 
ing, howeTer, that he made no progress, he 
one day told her in a rage, that be was certain 
her insensibility to his advances originated in 
sutattaehment to some secret lorer, whom he 
should soon find out, and chastise for his tem^ 
rity. ** This secret lover of mine/ • answered 
Madame LeG randy with contempt, ** is no other 
4han my husband ; but I cannot, notwithstand- 
ing your past enormities, think you barbarous 
enough to be bent on the unavailing destruction 
of a mkn who esteems you as a friend, and 
«rhom« if he was removed, you*should certainly 
be the last person upon earth to succeed." The 
mtxt day Femex did not make his appearance, 
but OR the following he came as usual. While 
drinking his dish of chocolate, he said sud* 
denly : ** Apropos^ my friend Le Grand, they 
want to speak with you for a moment at the 
tribunal, and I was asked to send you there.'* 
Le Grand, having no more mistrust than 
guilt, went immediately; and within half an 
hour he was guillotined as an accomplice in a 
pretended conspiracy with sixty-two other in- 
. VOL, II. L dividiuils. 
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dividuals, most of whom he hacl nerer tees 
before. 

Fernex had in the mean time taken his tisiod 
place by the side of Madame Le Grand within 
the bar, and vf*&A tormenting^ her with hia.ppolei^ 
sioDB of love, when a neighbour entered ahnsst 
bewildered a and exclaimed, *^ Madam !'* your 
husband is j ust guillotined. " The^^oman who 
Iiad so often dured death and braved miaeiyt 
now ikinted away )ike a timid and terrified«cl)Ud 
Obstrying, however, on her reconeringi that 
Fernex supported her, she seized a. knife, and 
gave him several wounds in the fiice. >. FuiiDU0» 
and threatening vengeance, he went, away, and 
the sume afternoon sh^ was lodged in a Jail,, and' 
her property put into the occupation of her husfi 
band's murderers. 

I'hese unexpecte<l and melancholy, ooeui^ 
rences affected and afflicted her so much, that 
she was entirely deprived of her neason, -w^d 
the prison wa9 exchanged for a mad-housei- 
^J'here ^he remained insensible and raving until 
she became pregnant, when she recovered at 
once. Robespierre was. then no more-; and. 
Fouche, Femcx, and bis other toeis and slaves, 

i I wert 
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iff&te all equally ahiiorred. On' retarAing to 
her Kouse, which had been pillaged and strip-r, 
ped of every tiling valuable, and cateuhting 
the time of her widowhood, she co^ld not at! 
first comprehend how it was possible for heif 
to be in a family way. .Upon a, request and 
complaint of her friends to the new magistrates; 
less inhuman than their predecessors/ and after 
strict enquiry, it was attested, and proved that 
tlie monster Femex, taking advai>t^\ge; of her 
madness and her calling for h6r hyisband, had 
introduced himself to her bed seveual nightt^, 
aYtd been vile enough to perpetrate the crime,- 
which made her the mother of the child of a 
man she detested, of the assassin of a husband 
she adored and lamented. 

Her loyal and moral conduct, as well as hor 
misfortunes, inspired the greatest interest and 
compassion. Her coffee-hoUfie became^ shortly 
the place of resort of all those who esteemed 
the good and pitied the unfortunate; who 
wore desirous to encourage or recompense 
noble actions, or to alleviate extreme suffer- 
ings. 

The agitation of her mind occasioned a mis- 
rarriage, and she begun to recover her tranquil- 
ly '.' litv, 
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lify, when, in 1795» a report readied her, that 
Fernex, Avho had sa%*ed hhnself in DaupbiDy* 
had imprudently returned to Lyons ; where, 
being known again, the people would have torn 
him to pieces, but for the intervention of the 
military, who had brought him before the mu« 
nicipality. She instantly left; her house, and 
furiously rushing through the crowd surround-^ 
ing the town-hall, penetrated into the presence 
of the wretch. She had not power to pro- 
nounce a single word ; but having in her way' 
picked !ip two stones of the numerous houses 
he had ordered to be demoIi2>hed, she threw 
them at him, w^ounded him, and fainted away. 
I'he clamours of the populace who had followed 
her now became great; and the municipality 
to soften their rage, condemned Fernex to 
prison, and promised his immediate trial. An 
€:cadron of hussars was ordered to see him 
safe to his place of oonfinement; but though 
he marched between fifty men on horseback 
with drawn swords, he was knocked down by a 
: tone thrown from the ruins of the houses along 
the quay of the Rhone. No sooner did he fall 
than the hussars set off at full gallop, crying 
out, Vioc la RepubliQue / a has les lerroristes / 

leaving 
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kaving him in the power of the people; who, 
n#twithstacKling his meanness, intreaties, and 
profe^ed repentance, carried him upon the 
bridge of Morand, and precipitated him m the. 
river Rhone. 

Madame Le CIrand had been brought home 
in a hackney-coach alm08t lifeless; and it was 
not until the next day that she was in a sUUe 
to be informed by her fiiends, tha^tJier perse- 
cutor had with his life atoned for bis guilt, and 
to learn that her fellow-citizens had ayenged 
the cruet outrages to which she had been ex- 
posed , and the crimes he had committed. 
This act of popular fury she^ saw in its true 
light when more collected, and blamed it very 
much. From that period her health began to 
decline, and she died with devotion and resigna- 
tion in November 1797, when the jacobins had 
again usurped the supreme republican authority; 
and under the appellation of municipal officers, 
of representatives of the people, of generals, 
and of directors, were issuing mandates of ar- 
rest, of transportation, and of death. 

Dying without oftspring, Madame Le Grand 
bequeathed all her property to seven (Jestitute 
imd deserted orphans, whose grand-parents, 

L 3 parents. 



«22 THE FEMALE ELUTARGH. 

parents, uncles and aunts, had 9'U perished on 
the same day with her husband. She finished 
her will with these lines : * * Beware, my adopted 
children, of acquiescing in, or approving, of 
any punishment in which the violent passion9 
of individuals usurp the place of impartial laws. 
Never court popularity, or the applauses of an 
inconstant, unprincipled, and unjust multitude. 
Remember th^t these v^ry people who threw 

_ ft 

FerneX in the Rhone, were the same wh0 had 
approved of the murder pf your parents arid re- 
latives, and of my unfortunate husi)aud. If 
Seduced by' impostors, purchased by tr^dtors, 
or terrified by tyrants, they will stillatall times 
be ready to butcher innocence, 's^nd obey the 
commands of guilt."* 

• The particulars of this sketch are related in Les Annales 
du Terrorisme, p. 462 et seq/ aud in Le l<ecueii d*Anccdote<:, 
p. 351 ets«q. 

lu June 1796 the author of this sketch was at Lyons; au^ 
\rent vith a frtc-nd, to whom he was recommended, to the 
. coffee-house kept by Madame Le Gi-and, and had the pleasure 
of conversing with her. He heard from her own mouth a Con- 
firmation of most of the cruel occurrences he has published 
concerning her. She seemed to be about twenty-two yeafs of 
age, well informcd,loyal,andiather religiously inclined. Whca 
he admired her courage and resignation, she interrupted him by 
taying, " What are my, suffeiing'i compared to those of my 

innocent 
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wt iOof i.and my cnduiaace <tf ekMcoM.to th« elutttlm. 
m with which he restghcd a life of the purest virtn* Car ' 
nth of the Tilest mmlefactor !-"' She fkroured hia wUb 
imit anecdotes of females who had serred hiaTtly'duriiif 
kfe Uif l^ftm, and afberwarili awepdad the mpntUcaft 
^ with the tamf indifference as they bad assaulted their 
lies. Seaie of 'these anecdotes he sfaaU relate in theb 
dace. 
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REVOLUTIONARY RELIGIONS. 

MADAME MOMOROy 

^TUE GODDESS OF REASON.) 



IN the Journal of Le Pere Duchesne, <► 
the 28th of February 1793, the iii&mous rebe 
and blasphemous disbeliever Hebert wrote tllc 
following lines: ** No sooner was the virtuotu 
Louis XVI. arrested, than victory crowned 
our arms; no sooner were all priests murdered 
and proscribed, than Savoy and the country of 
Nice were conquered ; no sooner were all 
churches shut up, and all the mummery of 
religion banished, than Belgium (extended the 
limits of the French republic ; no sooner bad 
Capet (the king) danced the carmagnole under 
the guillotine, than Breda and a part of' the 
Batavian commonwealth submitted to our irre- 
sistible arms. In fact, every act towards our 
complete regeneration branded by the bigoted, 
by the malevolent, and: by aristocrats, with the 

names 
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names of impiety and crime, has been fol- 
lowed by the most unequivocal success and 
prosperity. If a God exists, Jie is evidently a 
republican sans-culotte. If a God does not 
exist, which is most probable, let us coMinuc 
without interruption our pretended career of 
wickedness with renewed eaergy,and an increase 
of sacrilegious excesses; and within a short 
time both the reigns of Gods and kings will be 
at an end, and the universe contain notliing but 
a regenerated and enlightened family of atheista 
and republicans." 

Thus ftjpoke this monster, then the* official 
interpreter" of the government, androne of the 
leading men of the new-born French republic. 
What were the consequences of such a doc- 
trine, and the effects of such principles? The 
revolutionary tribunal was re-organized to dis- 
patch daily from thirty to ninety victims^ 
Hebert's friend, Merlin of Douai, the present 
attorney-general of Buonaparte, procured ^ 
decree, that every person of the ci-devanl pri- 
vileged classes, and all the great proprietors, 
should be considered and confined as suspected ; 
which occasione>l the imprisonment; of two 
hundred and fifty thousand families^ and the 

hd murdw 



eZ6 T({E FEMALE FLUTARCH. 

murder of fifteen hundred thousand indiTi- 
duals, of all age^, of both sexes, and of both 
parties, during the civil wars of La Vendue, 
Lyons, Toulon, &c. By another republicsm 
law, licentiousness, libertihism, adultery, and 
iucest, were permitted to be carried to the 
most shocking excess. Parents were deprived 
of all authority over their children, and chil- 
dren released from all obligations and duties 
to their parents. In return, fathers were per*' 
mitted to cohabit with their daiighters; and 
fiorus who were de[)raved, encouraged to commit 
hicest with their mothers. 1'he incestuous- 
cohabitations of brothers and sisters were conr. 
sidered merely as usual occurrences.* 

To dissolve still more the ties of civilized so* 
ciety, of molality, and of religion, cliildren were 
rewarded if they denounced their parei^ts as fit-. 
natic5 if christians, or as aristoorats if loyal sub- 

* See Lcs Annales du Terrorlsme, page 417. It U with, 
the greatest rcpuguanco tt'.c author publishes these hor- 
rible and iiifainous blasphemies and atrocities. But ju tbt. 
prcKt:nt rnvohittonary timoi the display of mental coriu£i- 
t'um and di^^radation is not without its U8<s It shews the 
dangorti of atheism, and its tcirlble consequences— aa univ«rial 
Dioral dcpravitjr. 

jects* 
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I. If tbejr to^k ft sl r ' ti 'ai iusload 
enouneiiig^^ i»fim»b , >d a» par- 

M^ the &iiatical or a toe tu authors of 
p daQF»» tbey were Bot only pardoned their 
^i^s» but applavided aud extolled as pa^ 
». On Monday, ' September ^^ 1792, at '1 
^dock IB. the evening, a man», or rather a- 
Btei, Mained Philip^ Uying in the street of 
Teinple,. came to the Jacobin Ciuli, 'of 
iifae.was-a. member, and with a box in. 
band, mounted the tribune.' Here he 
s a. long. speech on "patriotism; Concluding 
I declaKaiion*, that^ he looked upon every 
nlio preferred the ties of blood and ofha- 
to that of patriotic duty; as art arislocrat 
ving of death; and to convince them of 
>urity. and. sincerity of his own principles^, 
^ned the box, and held up by the grey 
the bloody and dishevelled heads of his 
r and motfaei'; ** which I have cut. , off, 
.the impious W4*etehi ** because they ob- 
;e)y persisted in not hearing mass from a: 
itutipnal (an- apostate) priest.'* The 
h of this parricide received, the loudest 
luses; and the two heads were ordered to 

L C be 
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be buried beneath the busts of- Brutus md A»- 
kerstrom, behind the president's cbair.* 

While those whose education and informa* 
tion taught them better, thus erected into a 
system every thing that was vile and widced, 
or/ strove to make the present gen^atkMi 
guilty, and future ages wretched and miserable, 
it cannot be surprising that the ignorant and 
weak were easily led astray and seduced to 
believe every thing that ingenious perversenesi 
could invent, or interested of selfish criminality 
desire and propagate. 

At Paris, in that abode of debauchefy, ii^ 
famy, and crime, called the Palais-Royal, m 
public brothel was kept by a woman of the 
name of D^Estainville. Among her inmates 
was a girl neither young nor beautiful, but 
well made, of the name of Adelaide Bourgig* 
non. She had from her childhood beeir 
brought up in a convent in Champagne^ and 
was destined for a nun when the revdution 
broke out. Entirely ignorant of her parentage,' 
her only friend was the nun Mother St So- 

* See L'HistoIre du Clerg6 Fiancols par Abb6 Barruel, 
]paged38. 

sanne; 
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Banne; whom alie sujifto^ a relative from the 
tender care she had taken of her in&ncv. and 
from the kindness with which she had instruct- 
ed her youth, and watched over her maturer 
age. To her aistonishment, when the National 
Assembly dissolved all vows, and abolished all 
convents, she was informed that this lady was 
only a disinterested and generous bene&ctress; 
and that probslbly she had not a relation or 
any other friend in the world. At her recep- 
tion into the convent, one thousand louis-d'ors 
had been paid by an unknown person for her 
education and her portion when at an age to 
take the veil.* 

Mother St Snsanne, having passed forty 
years in religious seclusion, was nearly as 
friendless, as deserted, and as. destitute, as her 
poor puj>iL In the hope of finding some re- 
cource in her own iudultry, being very clever 
in needle- work, she went to Paris, accompa- 
liied by Adelaide, whom she determined not 
to leave exposed either to the temptations of 
poverty or to the allurements of vice. They 

♦ The greatest pjtrt of this sketch is taken from Lc Voyageui 
Suisse, p. 155 et seq. 

arrived 
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V 

arrived in the Frmicb €a»piital ih^ol ihe lattajr 
end of 1790, add were an j^iged by a maatwi? 
makeri with whom» in retreftk aiid dbmjuaHiff 
they gaiaed ao huiKible but hon^' UveliboodU 
Aft^r working bard six days, they aevor failed 
fx> attend xoass on tbe Sunday. Oda day^.whea 
kneeling belope the ^rueifiK* a fiijaiiden Boi«e, 
alamied them. It was Teported that, beoaufie ' 
&e service of tbeip chuarch "was pctfocmeit Hv 
Qon-jiariDg priestB, thepe/rio^^had suxroioided. 
li^ and no woxnan could quit it without beiog!^ 
aubJQct to flagellfition by ti^e haiids of the aaaa^ 
culottes, poissardes, and dieir ascompliceSk Sto^ 
ther St. Susanne and Adelaide reoBained' behind- 
in the churah the last, aud until some of the 
active citizens^ dragged them out. They tbea 
underwent the same cruel and indecent flogging 
with other pious ladies, whose fait^ wa^ Bna 
both against tbe sophistry aiid peiseicution of 
the revolutionaiy iOk)Qvatoi9» 

The situation of poor Adelaide was particur- 
larly distressing^ The exposure of h^r hitherto^ 
concealed channs excited the dxtsiite of the jfto^ 
fine rabble, and all the libertines who happen* 
ed to pass by. She was obliged to endure mqre 
iuHults, and to hear more indeUcate and impure 

expressions^ 
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neaBions, than any other. When she wa^ 
length released, and permitted to depart w\\j^ 
t loM of a part of her dress, her. friend, who 
1 been tieftibling for her life, was frightened 
observing that they were followed by seversd 
ingers, no doubt dogging them. To ayoid 
ir pursu^^s, they took several turns in the 
seemburgh, and in the King^s Garden; and 
Fas dark before they v^ntu)fed home. By this 
caution they hoped to prevent the acquaint* 
jc of vicioue intruders. They were however 
rtaken. One of the' popular patriots of the 
r, the pype Petion, had engaged a procuress 
bUow hersecretly.* 

The next morning when Adelaide went out 
fetch some bredd for break&st, an elderly 
I very decent \voman accosted her. She 
jiiired whether she knew any body who 
ihL make up some fine linen for her nephew. 
[ will pay well," said 6he, " but it must be a 
cspn of sound jmnciples; a staunch royalist^ 
ose discretion I cah trust; my nephew hav^* 
left France for Cobtentz, and I want each 
rt marked with ^fieur de lys^* The unsuspi* 

♦ Le Vpyageur Suisse, p, 15. 

cious 
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cioiifl Adelaidi* immediately answered, tliatshe 
'would rarry her U) jiiNt such a perHon as suited 
hitv purpose, and uhe introduced the stianger 
Ui MoUier St Susaunc. Tbis lady by her looks 
told her that she hud done wrong; or after the 
scene of tlie preceding day, had at least been 
imprudent. She howe\'er received tlie lady 
with civility^ promised to do her business ac- 
cording to her desire, and by the day she had 
fixed. On that day the stranger, calling herself { 
Madame A rmatid, rrUimed, in company with 
a young girl, whom she presented as her daugh- 
ter. She brought some more work; and dur- 
ing several weeks <'ontinued her visits, and 
behaved irt such an artful manner that Motlier 
St Susanne thought her first suspicion ud* 
founded. 

'ihis old lady had been unwell ever since the 
ill usage she received at the door of the church ; 
often so mueh so as to keep her bed. Thus 
Hituated, she permitted Adelaide to go to mass 
under the prot(;etion of Madame and Made- 
mois<;lle Arrnaiid, whose devotion seemed as 
sincere as their external ap|)earance was mo- 
dest, and thtir c<>iiv(;rtJatiou chaste. Finding 

her 



'lleif'liiriJI ig» she TecctaBtMAidedL hes 

'^fttm^ 1 h, whom they pfondaed to 

ilgieiM as cM of € r femify. . Within a fert- 

idbflt iaifter'tlie death of her befie&ctresSy Ade* 

hide was the mistress of Petion, who sooii de- 

.Mrto*1i«r. She was then pid^ed up by «M of 

Ai^'ptd^d^rs of Mildiroe D'Estainvilk.^^ 

^- - Aniitiier patnot, of Ae mme of Momoro» 

; mid (me of Madame lyEstaimriile's most fre* 

-'' '^jiiisiti^feftors :. he was^dlereibre the finrt panon 

';-^^«l%ldMf she intioduced the new-comer, lefbra 

* '4K¥^lfitloii a printer, h^ was now esteemed 

' ifc Me o^ the moM active JatioMitt of tfaecdN 

|ilal, aikd abon fafterv is bedmoe one of the 

' IkuEters tyf the of G»f CoideHeri. b Ma 

'* ijMlfcd»te, as w^l as in hi&writnigs, 'he praach^ 

€8 up the Agr&rian law, and invited en^ one^ 

ttf cany into execution his theory of an equal 

fiittition of property. His wish was that all 

altam might be taveUed, as well as sdl thrones, 

and the hst priest might be samficed on the 

loidb' of tlie last king.t Struck widr Ade- 
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P See Le VoTag^eor SQiste, pAgb 157. 
i* See Les Annalcf da Teirerisme^ pre&cey page 15. 
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]^id(;^s healthy appearance and inexperience 
of tlie world, he nmde her first his mistress, 
and afterwards his wife, though in both ca- 
pacities be treated lier as a scnoint and with 
liarehness. - 

MomorOy and the other cordeliers, aspired ta 
the reputation of singularity. They banifihe<l 
from conversation the customary compliment 
of Sirand Madum, from address the ceresiony 
of a bow» fronri- external ap{>earauce cleaoli*. 
ness :and decency, ' from noahnen urfaanityg 
from the coiyugal tie fidelity, frwn the living 
religion, aird from the dying hope. They obr 
literated e\'eiy vestige of old customs by fl 
new calendar : they established the law ^ . 
* divorces ; took away every tiling sacred fiooi 
tlie forms of marriage, baptism, and burial; 
and proclaimed the tenet that death u ai| 
etemai sleep. The immediiette effect of iheM 
innovations in the appearance, conversatioQik 
and morals 6f the people, was conspicuous^ 
The dress of the deputies of the nation* sitting 
in convention, was fit for the porters on the 
quays ; a greasy red cap, with a djrty trico- 
loured cockade, foul linen, a coarse dirty jacket, 
daggers and pistols iu abundance at the gjr^ 

die. 
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and a large pair of pantaloons of eoane 

cloth. Their conversation was made up 

iths, execrations, obscenities^ and bias* 

lies ; and their mor4ls were worthy of 

accoutrements and diaject.* The coiU 
nation of their enomiities was the formal 
tion of the Cliristian religbn ; and the 
U of paganism by the worship of liberty^ 
iiy, and rea^n* 
order to vilify and suppress Christianity, 

jeflbrt was made to increase the popular 
mpt of the priesthood » and to augmeal 
liseries of the order. Th^ were forbiddmi 
nrcise any trade or calling to eke out theit 
Y pittance, which was seldom or ever paid, 
riests or nuns who had not takea the oath 
e republic, were deprived of the certifi- 
of residence, and declared suspected**^ 
ale or exhibition of images of saints, rings, 
ets, and rosaries, was prohibited; and 
ding clubs refused to all priests certificates 
mission into their halls. Many of these 
I might- be considered as direct^ against 

«r Annual Krgibt.:r for 1704, pago 351, SSS.-- BoUnd*f 
vol. i. p. i;j:i. ^ 

the 
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the Roman Catholic religion in particulaT, but 
not entirely hostile to the general principles 
of the Christian faith : a new measure of the 
commune, however, rendered the object of at- 
tack iri(iub*t:\ble. 

BiiODriparre's present minister of police, the 
>ex-moi#k Fouch/», being then, as a regicide 
deputy, on a mi>sion at Nevers, issued a decree 
on the 17th. October, 1793, that all religious 
signs in streets, squares, and public places^ 
should be anwhilated^ and priests prohibited 
on pain of imprisonrnent from appearing aiqf 
where except in their temples in the clerical 
garbw Every citizen deceased was also, within 
eight-and-forty hours after his decease, to be 
interred without ceremony in a burial-place 
common to all persuasions, planted with trees, 
under the shade of vrhich was to be ao hnstge 
representing Sleep, and on the door <tf 'the 
inclosure an inscription: Death is ajh btes- 
KAL sleep. The communeof F^ris honouied 
the letter which announced this edict with loud 
applauses; and decreed a similar measuie.ftr 
the capital. 

. The jacobin club having voted an appfica- 
tion to the convention, to make all priests 

give 



MADAME MOMORO. fS7 

fpre up theilr letters of priesthood to be bumt^ 
many anticipated the decree by a voluntary 
sacrifice. A deputation from the sections, dis» 
guised in clerical vestments, appeared on the 
27th of the same month in tlie hall of the 
legislature, requiring the resumption of the 
allowance to their curates, and remonstrating 
aguinst the ei^tablishment of bishops and all 
other classes of priesthood. . The general ten- 
dency of publications devoted to the ruling 
party was to destroy all remains of religion ; 
and the convention received with loud plaudits 
every letter in which a priest proposed to re- 
sign his salary, vilified Revelation, and algured 
his God. V 

The cordeliers, who were the most active 
in promoting these scandalous scenes, obtained 
a complete triumph on the 7th November 
1793 ; when the constituted authorities of the 
department and commune of Paris, accom*^ 
panied by the metropolitan bishop Gobet, his 
three rrand vicaries, and several curates, at^ 
tended at the bar. Momoro, then one of the 
administrators of the commune, introduced 
the members of the clerical body, declaring 
their intention to divest themselves of the cha* 

meter 



itete^ with which sup^tsthiM Hn ne^vM^V' 
'I'hiff great example was likely fe6 .^ 
by tbeif colleagues ; and no other worAr^ 
knowledged but liberty and equsllUy^ tfid 
other adoration ]>aid by a people of pfailoMphanf 
than that of reason. 

Gobet on this day completed . hitf defedtAM 
apostacy, by renouncing his fuoctibir; thhiw^ 
ing off his clerical garb, and togefhi^ vridt 
his vicars and curates, depositing, on thedeile 
their letters of priesthood. They 'wMf iiK^: 
▼ited to the honours of thef .ritting^.-Mkd w^ 
ceived the fraternal embrace. - Mo8t of thd 
clergy in the convention, . among ihe rest tfatf 
present senators Bishop Gregoire and AbKA- 
Sieyes, imitated Gobet, and viied* with' ekdi- 
other in ribaldry and blaspbemy* Letters werff : 
daily received froni the departments^ anoAunot' 
ing the apostacy of priests ; .and fifeqtien1£ d^ 
putattons from most pftrishes deposited' at Ae 
bar of the regicide National Gonveotiori • flie Ri' 
maining spoils of churches. and: abriiiesr.* i v 

These shameful cxhibitionsn^eie dslj^ pretf 

* See Debated; and that excellent work BiogrtpUoi Ml* 

moini| vol. i. article GoUct. , 

paratory 
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fAratoiy to tSie consninfAatiofk of niMonttI 
iWatry, m a grand fete on the IDth' Nchrem« 
ber 1^3 ; where R'EA»oir was worsMpf^ed m 
a deity, and represented as actually presettt ii 
tire person of Mad«ttire\ Motjioro, ' wlid fifom 
the prostitution . of bwrthefe w^sr elevate^ tfud 
ttftCed on altarsi, arrd* nsverenced-as^* a- goddess. 
Siewas carried by four jti^n in an ahtt^efaaif 
to receive the sat^utatipns of her. worshippers 
ift the National Ccmv^ntion ; . all the^ metnlveis 
of which attended in- the cathedral to- cele* 
brate with bec^omii^g dignity, in the name •£ 
fte great nation, this anti-religious-.festivai* 
She was preceded by fifty virgins, singing 
hymns to Reason : and escorted by two thou*- 
sand republicans on foot, and six hundred on 
horseback; together with the constituted au- 
thorities, all the members of the clubs of ja- 
cobins and cordeliers, and a crowds equsd to 
that which admired the procession of BuortaH 
parte and the Pope to the same cathedral on 
the 2d of December 1804. The- sft-eeta^ 
hrough which the goddess was carried were 
ined and covered with carpets, and artificial 
r real flowers were placed in all the windows^ 
►f, the houses of the same streets. The cf- 

dcvant 
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devanl cathedial of Paris, was decorated 
the occasion with a temple of Pbilosof 
lerected for tlie occasion, adorned witli busti 
philosophers, and illuminated with a flambi 
denominated the touch of trtjth. , I 
fumes were burned upon the altar, encompasi 

with festoons. Over it was suspended a vel 
canopy; on which was embroidered a tree 
liberty, equality, and reason, spreading its ro 
and its light over the four quarters of 
globe. Above it was a red cap, and the 
publican constitution ; under which lay broi 
crowns and sceptres, and a bible torn 
pieces.* 

Seated on tlie altar, the Goddess of Reai 
thus addressed her woi^shippers :— This c 
cstiiblibhcs a religious as vrell as a poU6 
equality. Frenchmen kneel no more befon 
God, than they bow before a king. The 
tars of the one are involved in the rubbisb 
the thrones of the other. Philosophers spi 
and freemen instruct ; where fanatics preach 
impostors terrified, fools trembled, tyrants ^ 
pressed, and 'slaves cringed. This dayj 

• Lcs Annales du Terrorisms, preface, p^ge 23. 
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Ihe first time, truth purifies a terhple which has 
existed for so many centuries. This day the 
tjorch of reason gives light to a temple con- 
structed by ignorance to fear, maintained by the 
^iggots of inquisitions, and darkened for ages 
by the most absurd s^uperstition. Let us swear, 
with love of liberty and equality, eternal ha- 
tred to all other religion than that of reason, 
and to all other worship than that of a divi- 
nity its representative." All persons present 
immediately answered:— We swear! we 
swear! wb swear! The Goddess of Rea- 
son left the temple in tlie manner she had en- 
tered it, attended by the same suite of adorers 
to the hall of the Cordelier club, where a 
fraternal banquet had been prepared. At the 
end of the repast, heated with wine or by en* 
thusiasm, Chauniette moved, and it was agreed 
to, that a fraternal address should be forwarded 
to all -the sections of Paris, and to all the n\u- 
nicipalities of the French republic, inviting 
them each to ^lect a goddess of reason, to 
organize her priestesses, and for the future to 
worship her alone on the republican holidays, 
the decades.* Witliin twentv-four hours Ma- 

♦ Lcs Annates du Teirorisme, preface, page 24. 
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dame Momoro had more supplications pre* 
sented to her for places of priestesses to .the 
goddess of i*eason, than Madame Buonaparte 
has since received petitions for places of maids 
of honour and ladies in waiting to the revolu« 
tionary empress.* 

On the 11th of November, or the next day 
after this religious fete,^ the following lines 
were engraved on the front of the church of 
St. Roch, in the street St. Honore :— 

Post mortem nihil est, ipsaque mors nihil* 
Quxris quo jaccnt post obitum loco ? 
Quo non nata jaccnt. 

Over the great door of the church St. Eustace v 
were painted these lines :•— 

Aprcs la Tic, oik pourrai-je ^tre ? 

Ou j'ctois AVANT J>B KAItRB. 

Similar verses or sentences were read all over 
France, not only over the entries of ci-^kvuni 
churches, but on all buildings occupied by the 
clubs and public functionaries of the rcpublicf 

* See Les Nouvelles k la Main, PIuTiose, year XIII. 
Ko. iii' page 5. 

t Les Annales du Terrorisme, preface^ page 24. 

That 
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That her usurped divinity could not insure 
her iinmortality, Madame Momoro soon experi- 
enced« The jealousy, vanity, and ambition, of 
the then citizen sans-culotte sovereign of the 
French commonwealth, Robespierre, gave that 
death-blow to the fashionable revolutionary 
atheism, which conscience, policy, and justice, 
«o loudly called for ; and the Goddess of Rea- 
son, her worship, and many of her worshippers, 
perished together. Implicated in a pretended 
conspiracy of the Cordeliers, she was with her 
husband arrested and sent to the prison called 
Port Litre, There she bore the railleries of 
her fellow- prisoners with a good grace, and for 
some time entertained hopes that aa insurrec- 
tion of the people would prodcre Aetr libera* 
tion ; but those expectations wfje frustrated.* 
Soon after the execution of McMQaovo, she was 
transferred to the Conciergerie, ft^o&i^.the CSwi- 
ciergerie to the revolutionary tribunal, and from, 
the tribunal to the guillotine, where she wa3 
executed on the 19th of March 1794, four 
months after her apotheosis. She ascended the 
scaffold with firmness ; and died with a con- 

* Lcs Annalcs du Terrorismcj page 24. 
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temptuous smile on observing Buona{)arf% 
t'ouchc, St Just, Sieyos, Bairere, and others, 
who Iiad 80 devout/;/ assisted at her elevation, 
now applaud her degrading exit.* 

r.0Bi:sriERRL\s festival in honour or a 

bUPREME BEING. 

Political hypcH risy with its deformities suc- 
ceodod the horrors of barefaced atiieism — a God 
\\as decreed to exist by those great criminals 
^vho^e execrable perpetrations bid defiance to 
all laws, human as well as divine. In the midst 
of the terrors he excited, of the executions with 
which be ensanguined his native land, harden- 
ed ai;ainst the impressions of self-abhorrence 
which a consciousness of his unrelenting fero- 
(•jLy ought to have inspired, Robespierre -had 
the incredible assurance to j)ropose for the 
8th of June 1794, a festival in honour of the 
Supreme Being, and to propose himself as high- 
priebt. In a prepared speech, replete with pe- 
dantic affectation, he asserted, as if it were a 
discovery of his own, the existence of a deity, 
and tlu- immortality of the soul. He enforced 
the doctrine with those trite topics which would 

• I. IS Annalcs du Terrorism'?, page 25. 

scarfcly 
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pcarcfly be thought worthy to fill a page of a 
school-boy*s exercise, expre>>8cd in all the florid 
jK)mi)osity of self-conceit, and uttered in th« 
complacent accents of self- applause. The or- 
der of the procession of this festival, the deco- 
rations of the altar, the ornahients of the houses, 
and the whole spectacle of the Champ de Mars, 
was arranged by the regicide painter David ; 
who then painted the Supreme Being iij the 
figure of Robespierre, and who has lately drawn 
a |)ortrait of our Saviour with the face of Btio- 
naparte, the ceremony of whose coronation he 
also directed.* Miss Williams i^ her Letter* 
gives the following animated and accurate d^ 
scription of this religious farce, t ' 

•• David, ever ready to fulfil the mandates 
of his master Robespierre, steps forth, marshals 
the procession, and, like the herald inOthelloi 
Orders every man to put himself into triumph ! 
At this spot, by David's command, the mothers 
are to embrace their daughters~ttt that, th« 
fathers are to clasp their sons j here, the old 
are to bless the young; and there, ther young 

♦ Lcs Annalcs rlu Terrodsmc, page 25; and Les Nouvellec. 
ii la Main, Pluvlose, ycarxiii. no. iii. page G. 

t I-ettcrg in 1794, Tof. ii. page 86, 

M 3 are 
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Hvc to kiu il to tlic old. Upon tliis bouvelard 
tlir ptople are to sin:,% iijxm lliat they must 
(lanc(' : at noon thi-v must listen in silence, 
c'.nd at sunsit tluv must roiid the air with ac- 
('lamati(.ns. 'l\w citizens of Paris had been in- 
vited, and the invitation amounted to a com- 
mand, to decorate their houses in honour of the 
festival. Accordingly, Paris on that morning, 
liglited up by brilliant sunshine, presented the 
most gay and charming spectacle imaginable. 
Woods liad been rolybcd of their shade, and 
gardens to the extent of some l«[gues, rifled 
of their sweets, in order to adorn the city. The 
walls of every house were covered with luxu- 
riant wreaths of oak, and laurels ])lended with 
flowers ; civic crowns were interwoven with 

• national ribands ; three-coloured flags, waved 
over every portal ; and the whole was arranged 
with that light and airy grace which belongs to 

^ Parisian fancy. The women wore garlands 
of iresh-blowu roses in their hair, and held 
branches of palm and laurel in their hands : the 
men placed oaken boughs in their hats, and 
children strewed the way with violets and mjT- 
tle. The representatives of the people had largo 
ee-coloured plumes in their hats, national 

scarfs 
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~ scarfs thrown across their shoulders; and nose* 
gays of blended whe^tears, fruits, and flowers^ 
in their hands, as symbols pf their mission. A 
great amphitheatre was raised on the ganiens of 
: the Thuilleries, immediately before the palace, j*, 
'. now^ ihe seat -of the Convention. Upmi a Jfn^ 
bune in the centre of the Conv^tion, Relies^ 
pierie app^ired ; and having for a few hc^rii 
disencumbered the Square <tf the Revoiutton of 
the guBIotine, this high-priest of Moloch, With^ 
' iA view of that very spot where his daily s^icviSaM 
c: 0( bantan vi<j||pis.were offered ttp> cofven^S^^Mff ' 
/ Adir. blM^jp^^i^ilbe Paieiyt ^f iint^M^ 
MfiHt> tanRpi^f the^'cfaariAa' of ^Krtu^, «dd 
breathed the hope:of ^immortality. A^en the 
foal fiend had finished his impious mockery, 
be d^ended^fromf the tiibtine, and walk^ 
with .great:gd^^dS[^y towards a grotesque kind 
of monunv^t tlmt was* raised upon the basin 'in 
the frcmt of /the palace, which had been covered 
'over for that purpose. On this monument was 
placed a misshapen and hideous figure, with 
ass's ears, which for some hours served as an 
• enigma to the gaping crowd, who knew not 
how to account for this singular appearance ; 
till Robespierre having set ^fire to this image of 
. • - M 4 deformity. 
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deformity, which was declared to be the sjfthl)ol 
of atheism, its cumbrous drapery suddenly vaf- 
liished, and a fair and majestic form was sud- 
denly discovered, emblematical of wisdom and 
philosophy. Atheism being thus happily de- 
stroyed, the Convention, attended by a Dume- 
ix>u3 procession of people, and preceded by tri- 
umphui tars and banners, marched to the Champ 
de Mars\ where with much toil and cost a rocky 
mountain had been reared, upofj whose lofty 
summit the tyrant and his adherents climbed, 
and from whence he once, ^nore haraqgued the 
people: and the festival closed with hyiniDS 
and choral songs in honour of^e Supreme 
Being/' 

While this abominable xnoodter, by this sa^ 
rriiegious cereoK>ny, seemed to place himself 
point-blank in the very aim of an offended 
Deity ; while making his puerile harangue, he 
waved in one of his blood-stained hax^ds a nose* 
gay^ in the other his hat. Doubtless, many 
who had to require of him the blood of pa« 
rents, children, relations, and friends, lifted up 
their hands to the God he profaned, in ardent 
and pious tfjaculations for an eiTusion of divine 
wrath to rid the earth of its greatest pcijt, next 

to 
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to Napolcone Buonaparte. Tf^eir pmyer» were 
heard. Froin that day he scenifl to have »tood 
marked as a person en whom tlic Ktroke of death 
was ready to descend. On tlie ^8th of July the 
high-priest o^ hihdelity finished his revolu- 
tionary oureer on the same scaflbld where th'e 
Goddess of Reason had expired. 

t 

IKB TIICOrUXLANTliaOrXSTH OF LA ItEVtlL- 

Li&RE-LKrr.AUX. 

After the execution of Robespierre, ponne 
momentary freedom existed, during which jhe 
inasB of th^ Pfench people showed a desire to 
return to tftfc ^ith of their forefiithcrs. An- 
other revolutionary apoKtle, however, Klarted 
up, and in his turn attempted to inforce a new 
religion on the debased and tormented inhabit- 
ants of France. 'I'his apostle's name was La 
Ueveillierc-Lepeaux ; one of the five directors 
of the French republic, who marched into 
power in Oolober 1795, upon the bleeding car- 
cases of eight thousand men, women, and 
children, btitchered by ITuonapart^'s' cannons^ 
in the streets of Paris. The perjjon of this mim 
M'ds remarkably ugly ; more fit to be theniodel 

M 5 "^ of 
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of a devil than of a preacher, of an apostle, or 
high-priest of God. His visage is expressive 
of cowardice and malignity, his back crooked, 
and his whole appearance iilthy and deformed. 
A fellow-director and regicide, Carnot, says: 
•* There exists not a greater hypocrite, nor a 
more immoral man, than LaReveilliere: nature, 
having formed him disgusting to the sight and 
smell, seems to have cautioned those who ap- 
proach him of the falsehood and depravity of 
his heart.*' In France the characters drawn by 
accomplices are seldom overcharged.* 

Such was the man that collected around him 
all the remaining won^hippers of the Goddess 
of Reason, and adorers of Robespierre's Su- 
preme Being, and with their aid composed and 
published a catechism of the sect of theophi- 
lanthropists. The tenets held by him and 
them were nearly those of the religion of na- 
ture, intermixed with some ridiculous revolu- 
tionary sophistry. To that sect La Reveilliere 
gave those christian churches, the -priests of 
which he punished with all the relentlS^ss fana- 

* Camot'i Reply to Bailleul^ p. lb% and 151, English 
iTBDibition. % 

ticism 
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ticism of a sectary, and a sectary in power; 
hon€ired8x>f whom have, according to his man- 
dates, perished in dungeons in the wilds of Cay- 
enne, for refusing to submit tp tlie articles of 
his pretended faith. 

The adherents of this sect had their regular 
priests as^ well as churches, and the republican 
decade was tlieir holiday. The priest,, after 
several hymns to nature had been sung, ascended 
the pulpit, and read a speech on some moral 
subject, and the service finished with another 
hymn to nature* The creed of the theophilan^ 
Uiropists was posted up in their churches, deco* 
rated with three-coloured flags and ribands. 
The dress of the priests (chiefly clerks in the 
director's offices) was a white shirt with a blue 
»Cripe of silk before, and a red one behind-. Tbe^ 
writer of this visited several of these congrega* 
tsons, but found the audience neither decent nor 
numerous. It was mostly composed of the low 
and guilty rabble which had figured in all the 
revduti<niary catastrophes, whose language Wat 
▼ulgar and noisy, and who, in the hope of im- 
punity for their crimes, courted the protection 
<rf the director by the profession of his gospel* 
When in 1790 La Reveilliere waa forced tp re* 

M C sign 
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3i;^n, his sectaries dispersed, to prostrate them- 
selves before some new idol ; whether a goddess 
of reason or a Roman [K)ntitr was tiie same to 
thenii and equally edifying to their enslaved 
ftllow-citizens. 

DUONArARTE's PROFESSION OF THE 'MAHO- 
METAN RELIGIOX. 

Had not Sir Sydney Smith put a stop before 
" Ikww d'Acre to Buonaparte's progress towards 
Constantinople, it is probable that the most 
j;hristian emperor of the French would have in 
17i)i) proclaimed himvself the most Mahometan 
.^iiltan of the Tuiics ; transformed his forty thou- 
sand rcpul)liain soldiers into so many adorers 
t)f Mahomet and propagators of Islamism ; and 
havo (iudcuvourcd by their bayonets and zeal 
to banitrli the christian religion not only from 
I'mncf', but from Italy, and perhaps £urope* 
Buonaparte's private and ofiicial acts evince that 
this supposition is not too bold, 

At\*T Buonaparti^. had, without any previous 
summons, on the Sd of July 1798, stormed the 
friendly city of Alexandria in Egypt, and after 
a dispkiy there of a thorough disregard of all 

laws 
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laws of nations, of war, and of humanity, he 
issued a proclamation, which will signalize to 
all ages his contempt of divine institutions ; a 
proclamation treacherously designed as a trick 
to allure the confidence of the natives, but 
which, whenever viewed impartially, must 
plunge into^ the most degrading contempt the 
character of that military adventurer,^ who, in 
a piratical pursuit of plunder, not only com- 
mitted the most unprincipled barbarities, but 
voluntarily published the renunciation of his 
faith ; which, when performed through compul< 
Eion, stamps on the delinquent the name of 
renegado, and is justly considered as the last 
test of a depraved mind, devoid of integrity, 
and incapable of honour. This proclamation, 
it will be seen, began by expressly denying 
Jesus Christ, and proceeded to a^ftirm that the 
French adored the Supreme Being, ^ and ho- 
noured Mahomet and his holy Koran. 

Translation of the Proclamation issued by Ce- 
neral Buonaparte in the Arabic languagey on 
his landing in Egypt. 

*• In the name of 6od, gracious and merci- 
ful. There is no God but God, be has no son 
or associate in his kingdoip ! 

••The 
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" The present moment, which is destined 
for the punishment of tlie^Beys, has been long 
anxiously expected. The Beys coming from 
the mouotaiits of Georgia and Bsyars have de- 
solated this beautiful country, long insulted 
and treated with contempt the French j^ationj 
and oppressed her merchants in yarious wa^ 
Buonaparte, the general of the French repub-' 
lie, according to the principles ofliberfy, is now 
arrived; and th^ Almighty, the Lord* of both 
worlds, has sealed the destruction of the Beys. 

" Inhabitants of Egypt ! when the Beys tell 
you the French are come to destroy your re- 
ligion, believe them not: it is an aliominable 
falsehood. Answer those deceivers, that they 
are only come to rescue the rights of fhe poor 
from the hands of their tyrants, jp(a,that^the 
French, adore a Supreme Beings iand'J honour- 
the Prophet and his holy Koran, - V 

'* All men arc equal in the ey^s of God : un« 

derstanding, ingenuity, and science, alone make 

* a difference between them : and , as the Beys, 

, therefore,* do not possess any of 'these „quali- 

tics, they cannot be worthy , to •^ govern the. 

country. 

•* Yet are they the only possessors of exten- . 

sive 
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sire tracts of land, beautiful female Blavefl, ex* 
cellent horses, magnificenl .palaces ! Have they 
then received an exclusive privilege from ^he 
Almighty ? If so, let them produce it. But the 
Supreme Being, vrho is just and merciful to- 
wards all mankind, wills- that in future none of 
the inhabitants of Egypt shall be prevented 
from attaining to the first employments and 
the highest honours. The administration^ 
which shall be conducted by fif/0§ of inteU 
ligence, talents, and foresight, ^rimhe produc* 
tive of happiness. and security. The tyranny 
and avarice of the Beys have laid waste Egypt^ 
w;hich was formerly, so populous and well cul- 
tivated* 

THE FIIEMCH ARE TRUE MU88ULMEK*' 

*^ Not long since they marched to Rome, and 
overthrew the throne of. the Pope, who excited 
the christians against the professors of Islam- 
isrn (the Mahometan religion). Afterwards 
they directed their course towards Malta, ^nd 
drove out the unbelievers^ .y/ho imagined * they 
were appointed fey God to make war on the 
Mussulmen. The French have ut all times 

« 

been 
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been the true and sincere friends of the Ott6- 
man eu)[)eror, and the enemies 6f their ene- 
mies. May the empire of the Sultan therefore 
be eternal; but may the Beys of Egypt^ our 
opposersy wl:ose insatiable avarice has ooiitinu- 
ally excited disobedience and insubordination, 
be trodden in the dust and annihilated ! 

** Our friendship bhall be extended to. those 
of the inhabitants of Egypt who shall join us, 
as also to tfiose who shall remain in their dwel* 
lings, and observe a strict neutrality ; and when 
they have seen our conduct with their own eyes, 
hasten to submit tq us ; but the dreadful pu* 
ui^hment of death awaits those who shall take 
up arms for the Beys and against us. For them 
there shall be no deliverance, nor shall any trace 
of them remain."* 

A KEYOLUTIONARY CHRISTIANITY BY ▲ UTr 
VOLUTIOKARY EMPEROR AND A RfiVOLU* 
TIONARY fOPE. 

All Buonaparte, the Mussulman of July 
1798, apostatized again in November 1799." 

* Sec this Proclamation in part the firat of Intercepted Cor- 
re^pondence, Appendix No. I. p. 235. 

when 
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when as a first consul he usurpe<l the i^overeign 
authority in France with an nnfeelhig dupli- 
city » which has seldom been surpassed; public 
honours were in IKK) by Jiim conferred on 
the remains of Pius VI. a pontift' who fell a' 
victim to his iniidelity and his brother Joseph's 
conspiracy, whom in Egypt he calumnialedt 
and whose religion he abjured. 'I'hat very 
general who boasted in Africa, \vith all the 
zeal of a good Mussulman, thM^^A*8f^nce had 
overthrown the head pf the CafflSBli'^faith, now 
ordered a pompous funeral service to be cele- 
brated to the memory of the pontiff he hod 
caused to be murdered. 

This hypocritical act of increasing cruelty 
by insult, a Sextus V. would have resented by 
a fulminating excommunication, and by calling 
on all the faithful to arm against a wretch, 
an apostate to Christ as well as to Mahomet* 
the feeble, ignorant, timid, and trembling 
Pius VII. neither fulminated nor exhorted • 
By an imbecile impolicy,' he introduced into 
the church of Christ that revolution yrhich 
atheists, rebels, and regicides, had already 
eifected in the state. This Pope, by a conven* 
tion with the First Consul on the lOth of Sep- 
tember 
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tember 1801, not only ax:knowledged thi 
apostate to possess all the privileges of th 
ancient monarchy, so far as concerned publi 
worship, but new and essenttal. immimitic 
were obtained for. the revolutionary Gallica 
church. His Holiness agreed to procure whf 
he could not effect/ the resignation of all tli 
prelates who had remained faithful to the 
God and to their king; and he 4Solemniy > 
tenanted in behalf of himself and his sucbe 
sors, that those sacrilegious plunderers iwli 
had seized the alienated property of the^cfaikc 
should not be disturbed. This dangerous -boi 
vention was soon followed by a still more dai 
gerous concordat. By it the new modeller 
revolutionary, apostolical, and Roman iaitt 
was declared to be the religion of the revoli 
tionary state ; and the revolutionary Catholu 
virere to pay one- tenth of their taxes to defra 
the expences of this revolutionary public woi 
ship. On the other hand, the revolutionar 
chief consul was to be declared the hkad c 
the revolutionary Gallican church, and the n 
volutionary bishops and priests were to mak 
a solemn promise of fidelity to this their worth, 
revolutionary sovertign. 
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The natural consequence of these prelimi- 
nary transactions was the Pope's journey 
to Paris, there to consecrate a Corsican assas- 
Bin and poisoner an emperor of the French, 
and, if possible, to surpass impiety by adu- 
lation* Tiie Pope's disgraceful allocution, to 
the eternal shame of legitimate princes "and 
dignified pontiffs, and to the horror and scan-^ 
dal of the loyal and faithful, establishes, be* 
jrond a doubt, this revolutions^ry fraternity 
between Napoleon the First and Pius VII. and Ijl; 
gives a death-blow to Romish Christianity ai 
*well as to French loyalty for a long time t# 
ccime. ' 

ALLOCUTION 
Of our Holy Father Pius VI L by Divine Pro^ 

vidence^ Pop^ ; delivered in the Select Con'* 
sistory , held the S8/A ofJunpt 1805. 

" REYBKEND BRETHREN, 

** Since the lust moment of our return fronaj 
France to this city, we have ardently desired, 
reverend brethren, to assemble you in consisto*^ 
rial council, in order that we may malce known 
to you our true design and object in making 
thut journey, for the purpose of decorating our 

most 
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most dear son in Christ, Napoleoii, with tl 
onsigns of imperuil dignity, and to commui 
catetoyou, without delay, the salutary co 
sequences which, by the bl<^8sii)g of God, ha 
resulted to us from that journey. Neverth 
less, we are not yet fully able to gratify tho 
our anxious wishes, because various inattc 
relative to the churches, respecting which ^ 
had jnade propositions, have not yet been si 
tied ; nor have the exanniUitioRS of the bishop 
on whom those churches ought to be conferre 
been yet conipleted. Wc, however, oongi 
tulate ourselves in being able to communici 
with you this day, so near the solemn festivi 
of the holy apostles Peter and Paul ; in crd 
that, after having described the benefits i 
have experienced chii'fly by their holy a^8i: 
ance, we may proceed to celebrate the ra 
mory of those glorious ipartyrs with a pie 
the more ardent, and with souls ovtrflowii 
with gratitude* 

** The 2d day of November last V'var we i 
parted tr^m Rome. You will remember, on tb 
occasion the feivont wishes expressed by I 
Roman people for our welfare ; and the nui 
bcrs who, inspirf;d by a holy afTection for o 

• per-o 
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person, accompanied us many miles on our 
route. These excited in our breast the liveliest 
emotions of paternal love, and were considered 
by us as an auspicious omen for the success of 
our journey. 

•• On the frontiers of Etruria, and more parti* 
cularly on our arrival at Florence, we are un- 
able to express the satisfaction we then felt, on 
beholding such a concourse, such myriads of 
people, who came to venerate, in an humble 
person! the successor of St. Peter, and the vicar 
of Christ on earth. Among the foremost to 
shew us marks of veneration, was our daughter 
in Christ, Maria Louisa, Queen of Etruria ; 
who not only,, in the most solemn manner, 
manifested her pious affection for us, but in- 
treated us to take the opportimity of confer- 
ring the sacrament of confirmation on her dear 
son Louis, king of Etruria. This sacred cere- 
mony was solemnized with appropriate magni- 
ficence ; and we had to admire on the occasion, 
in common with all present, tlie becoming 
piety of the mother and the son. 

•* In continuing our progress through Italy, 
we received the most consoling proofs of a ge- 
neral veneration for our sacred functions, as well 

as^ 
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as attachment to our person, particularly at: 
Modena, at Reggio^ at Panna, at PiacentiaA 
at Torton^t at Alexandria. On our approach 
to Turin, our reverend brother, his eminenot 
the Cardinal Cambaceres, and our dear son 
Salmatorisi advanced to receive us ; and, in the 
name of the emperor of the French, to wish Us- 
a happy arrival in France, and to express the 
emperor's wishes for our presence in his do- 
minions. In eilect we were then in France ; 
and the people of that illustrious nation, re- 
joiced at our arrival among them, gave the. 
most striking manifestations of their piety and 
their religion, not only in their professions* 
but in every mark of their respect and affec* 
tion. In every part of the empire through 
which we passed, the prefects of the provinces, 
and all those invested with civil or military 
authority, delivered the most affectionate and 
respectful addresses, as well towards our per- 
son as to the concerns of the Holy See. .At 
Lyons we were received by our reverend bro- 
ther his eminence Cardinal Fesch, the arch- 
bisij($p of that province, with a magnificence ' 
the most generous, with the most affectionate 
hospitality, and with an anxious solicitude for 

every 



fdliiig attached to us, in ^ way bqrond. 
towers to express. Hie concotunBe <^ e^- 
it mA pious inhabitant^ of that town wai 
neat, when we celebrated the holy, mysr 
I, that%th^ immense area. of the metro- 
in church could not contain them. How 
;^^fbenmu8t have. been our holy- raptures ! 
lift what fervent adoration did we express 
jpftgl^tude to the Father: of Mercies for 
ang so wonderful, so blessed a change! 
were inspired with the inost lively gra- 
e also to the most potent Emperor of the 
c^, lo whom that happy people owe the 
ration of the true religion, the public exer*^ 
of whidi has been established under the 
wdat which has passed between us. 
We had not an opportunity of witnessing 
complete triumph of the true faith at 
m so long as we could have wished. We 
impressed with a lively desire to be {»e* 
^ith the emperor, to consecrate him, and 
th^t to confer with his nuyesty on the 
^ms of religion, and the affairs of the 
:h; considerations for which we braved 
difficulty, and had undertaken the 
ey. 

• "We 
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•* We proceeded on our route to Foutam- 
hleaii, where at length we had the pleasure of 
beholding the most puissant prince who is so 
dear to us. What pleasure, w^liat joy we ex- 
perienced in our first interview with ihis em« 
peror, -whose fame has .sounded to the extre- 
mities of the world, and whom God has chosen 
to restore his true religion in France to its for- 
mer publicity and splendour ! We shall alwa}s 
with tht' most pleasurable sensations recollect 
that and tlu* following days; which, by the in- 
vitation of this most exrcllent prince, we spent 
lit Fontainbleau, in refn^shing ourselves after 
the i;ili;.!;nes of our Journey. 

•* I'rom the castle of Fontainbleau, where we 
exjjt ri<'n('(Ml :md ha<l to admire the just senti- 
int'iits and tlu^ rnuniliconre of the emperor 
towards ur, we repaired together -to Paris. 
Tht rts on a day remarkable in itself, the first 
Suiulay in Advent and the second of Decem- 
ber, in the mid.^t of all the triumphal pomp 
iind p[)l(ndour of that imperial city, in which 
all the population of Fnince feemetf to have 
been congrei;ated, wen: a It* brated in the most 
solemn manner tlu* consecnition and the 
ero\vn'.ni,^of the cnipfTor, and that of our most 

dear 






I «• 



REVOLUTIONARY RKClCaON, t8» 

dear daughter in Christ, Josephine, hh august 
consort. , 

. ** This splendid cerennony being terminatedt 
we directed all our attention to the afiairsdf 
religion and the church ; we placed the greater 
coniidence in tlie emperor, because, as we ap- 
prised you, he had testified by his letters that 
he deHired to confer freely with us respecting 
the moans of re-establishing tlie ancient splen« 
dour of religion and of divine worj^hip; and 
Wa cannot recollect without particular senti* 
laents of gratitude, the ingenuousness, the po« 
liteness, the good-nature, the affectionate re- 
gards towards us, with which tie listened to 
the desires, which in terms of aiK>8tolic free* 
dom we expressed; and also enumerated the 
demands which we liad to make of him for the 
advantage of the catholic religion, tlxe glory of 
the Gallican church, and the authority and 
dignity of the Holy Sec. 

" One considemtion which we liad particu- 
larly at tieurt was the sincere return of certain 
.bishops ta the catholic unity, wlio, before 
tliey received their caiioniail institutious at 
our hands, ought to have given adequate testi- 
monies of ihcir rqcouciliation : but ^bo on 

YOL. II. N the 
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the .contrary, after receiving them, behaved in 
such a manner as to render us very unea8y 
1%'itb respect to the sincerity of their s&timenta. 
These anxieties however have ceased after an 
inten'al of some days; for either by oial or 
, literary communication with us, they earnestly 
declared tliat they cordially adhered and sin- 
cerely submitted to the dictates of the Holy 
• See, with respect to the ecclesiastical afiiadrs in 
•France, What precious consolation we ex- 
[•I)€nenced when after>Yards we blended our tears 
-together on our embracing tliem with sensations 
of true i^aternal charity! In order to render 
this consolation the more enduring, and that 
it may even increase, we fondly hope that they 
will continue to give certain and manifsst agns 
of the sincerity of their declarations, and that 
in future we shall be free from all solidtude 
in those respects. To this end we ardently 
supplicate God, the searcher of all hearts, to 
finish and secure by his grace the good work 
they have undertaken. 

** Having disposed of a consideration of such 
importance, we proceeded to the discussion of 
others which concerned the advantage of re- 
ligion, the liberty of the church, the honour .of 

the 
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the clergy, tlie augmentation of the number of 
Jber sacred mhiinters, and suitable means for 
their support. £ncouraged by the confidence 
with wbich this excellent prince inspired ub» 
and using that dignified freedom of communi- 
cation with which our apostolic functions^^ 
ahould be exercised, we exhibited to his ma^ 
festy, both orally and in writing, the injuries 
and wounds which the Galtican church had 
received in the destructive conflicts of latter 
times, and from the preponderance of hostile 
opinions; in short, we manifested wliat was 
due to us in those respects* The answers of 
the Emperor were replete with professions of 
consideration for our person — for that merit of 
which we were in some degree conscious ; and 
they ailbrdcd us the greatest hopes that the 
Galilean church, rising insensibly from its 
state of languor, would recover its pristine 
form and vigour. These are evils of such a 
nature, as, though they might have been sud« 
denly produced, yet to attempt an immediate 
pure would be to aggravate rather than to re- 
medy them. 

** 'I'hink not however, reverend bretliren, that 
we do not still entertain the greatest hopet<. 

V 2 Several 
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Several acts have been performed which ope* 
rate as a pledge, as a securify, for future ccat* 
duct. The societies of the Prdtres de la Mis* 
sion» and of the Filles de la Charite, which St. 
Vincent de Paul had so beneficially founded^ 
have been since re-established, and authorised 
to wear those habits which formerly distin- 
guished them. By a public decree the ne- 
cessary funds for the repairs of cathedral 
-churches and the exercise of public worship 
have been provided ; and suitable edifices 
have been allotted as seminaries for young eo- 
clesiastics. It has been decreed that these 
seminaries shall be eligible to receive testa* 
mentary bequests of monies or of funded pro- 
perty ; and the expences of those attached to 
the metropolitan churches ^hall be defrayed 
from the public treasury. The revenues des- 
tined for the bishops and canons of the cathe- 
dral churches have been augmented. The rtiu* 
niclpal administrations of the provinces have 
been charged with the providing for the re- 
]>airs, and for furnishing the ordinaiy churches. 
The society of the Missions Etrang^res, origi- 
nally destined to carry the true fiiith to the 
extremities of the earth, has been restored 

through 
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through the paternal care of the emp^rtr^ sq 
as to be able to recover the property it once 
possessed, and even to acquire new. Alis^iion^ 
aries who have, been sent to the most distajnt 
climates for the propagation of the true n^li« 
gion, are encouraged and protected by thego^ 
vernment of the emperor. We have ourselves 
given with the most heartfelt joy the aposto^ 
lie l)enediclion to certain distinguished' priests 
who made part of the mission to China* 
Among such a number of provident c^pes, 
we could not have fdrgotten our patriarchal 
<^hurch of the Lkteran, the n\Qther and chief of 
all the churches in the world. This c^mcht 
by the munificence of the m^ost genero.u» of 
emperors, has been compensated for the I089 
ef its property in France v^hich the fijuy of 
the times had wrested from her. Other mej^ 
tures of considemble importance have also 
been adopted. It has been decreed that the 
bishops shall freely exercise their powers of 
judging with respect to spiritual offences, an4 
those which relate to ecclesi^tlcal discipline, 
and to puniiih as provided for by the canonical 
law. That the attempts made by the civil 
ofiicers to shackle in a manneip ^t oi^oe ui\just 

» 3 and 
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and oppressive the ecclesiastical jurisdiction^ 
c^hali be discontinued ; that t))e obstacles which, 
existi'd to tlie entrance of young men into the 
eccresiastical state shall be greatly diminished ; 
and those which prevailed with respect to the 
religious education of youth ; to the affording 
spiritual comfort to the sick, to the soidiery, 
or the inhabitants of the country, entirely dona 
awav. These benefits, which we have derived 
from our discussion with this great prince, gua* 
raiitee, as we have already observed, the effect 
of the other demands which we have made from' 
him, and which we have every reason to expect 
from his religion. 

•• We cannot however pass over in silence 
those other spmtual benefits which God, the 
father of mercies, has designed to grant ua 
in France. You know with what zeal, witb 
what pious ardour, the French people have in 
our person revered the supreme pastor of the 
catholic church. That which vou have been 
apprised of, fiir from surpassing, even falls, 
short of the truth. It is beyond the powers of 
language to express the love, the zeal, and the 
external veneration, which the people of 
France bear towards religion. The God of • 

mercies 
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merciea lius vouchsafed to shower down eo 
many blessings upon our jouriiey to .Frowcet 
timt the bishops have not ht^Hitated often to 
atisure us, that those are. beyo^id conceptiop as. 
tending to the spiritual advQutage of the peo* 
pie. We have not disGontiuited that geu^dL 
&cility of acceis to U8» that we may hear the 
complaints of the aggrieved « and remedy as 
fiir as in us lies those spiritual evils ^'\\k\\ stiti. 
exist ; and that we may proinote the principle- 
universally among the peopku We have visited 
all the parishes in Puris» and there» as wt 
aftetwards didat Lyon8» we distributed among 
many thousands of the faithful the E^charis^ 
ical bread. We also visited the hospitals- 
where the sick received the succoum of chfis-) 
tian charity, or \vhich were consecrated to the, 
religious instructlbn of youth. An innume*. 
rable crowd of catholics ibllowed us every, 
where, as well at 6ur return as on our going 
out, and appeared never tired of receiving our 
apostolic benedictions. 

•• What shall we say of the illustrious 
French clergy? The sentiments which they, 
loudly expressed in our favour, were of that 
description that we know not how to express 

' N 4 how 
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how ' deeply we have been afiected by buck 
avowals! We are also incapable of describ* 
ing that ardent zeal, that vigilance, those in« 
detatigable cares, with which the bishops es- 
pecially go^vcrned the Hocks entrusted to their 
cares ; Ums doing honour to that religion of 
which tlicy are the ministers, and insuring 
rcf^prct even from its enemies. Having been 
ourselves witness, we have judged it our duty 
to clo<Toe tlirse just praises, in the ikoe of tht 
universal church, to the meritorious clergy of 
France. 

*' Neither have we neglected while at P^ris 
to fulfil those duties which more properly belong 
to our minirttry. We assembled in conclave 
our reverend brethren, those cardinals who 
Arcom|)anie(l us, as well as those who resided 
at Paris, and we pn^ented the hat to Cardinal 
de Belloy archblsh(>[) of Paris, and to Cardinal 
Canibucen^A archbishop of Rouen, with thofe 
rites and solemnities |)rescrih(*d by the apostolic 
constitutions. We [)rovided the vacant diocescj 
with new bibliops, and we ourselves liave 
consecrated some of them in the extensive 
church of St. Sulpice, amidst an innumerable 
c!oncourse of the faithful A fi*w days previous 

to 
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Id our departure from Paris we performed the 
cetemony of baptising the Prince Napoleon, 
nephew to the Bmperor, with the -greatest 
liuigiiificeoce» avd iq presence of the great 
men of that splendid cpbit assembled at the 
palace of St. Cloud. The Emperor himself, 
mud his august moUier, in the most devout 
uanner presented the imperial in&nt at the 
eenaecrated font. 

^ Such hare been our kbours in' France-^ 
Midi have beeB[ the works of the glorious Enw 
p^nor of th|e Frendi— -such hare boen the 
marips of the attadiment of the French for 
veli^(Hi-*-aiid such are the results of our jour* 
»ey. 

^ The discussions being terminated , and the 
letuni of spring fitvouring our . journey, we 
deemed it incumbent on us to return to our 
city and to our see. Having fulfilled our du- 
ties towards the invincible emperor/ from whom 
we were now forced to separate, and after re- 
ceiving from him numerous testimonies of his 
&vourable sentiments towards us, we com<^ 
menced our journey hither. At Chalons we 
celebrated those days solemnly consecrated to 
the memory of the Passion and the resurrection 

n 5 . of 
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of our Lord. How inroucelvable waa the ar** 
clMit pit^fy of the ififuibitimti of the city and 
thowe of thfj ntM/^liliouring townn! What af* 
ft'C'tionuti!: but n'N[)ejctful ea^ernega to be neAV 
OUT piThoii! At LyooH the people roanifeated 
if pohfclblft 8till greater veneration for our 
person and Hucred functions than on our Aral 
vihit, nnd reiterated their profeMBionf of iovt 
Had devotion toward tlie Holy See, Our reve» 
rend brother, the Cardinal FeHch. arcbbisllop 
of LyouH, rendered to \\u a necond time with 
equal niagniiiceuire the otlleei ot* hoapitalltyt 
We rejoice in tluH opportunity of publicly Bio 
knowl(*dgin^^ our gratitude to hia eminence. 
We Nliould not forget thut during our stay at 
LyouM the celebrated cha|>el de Tourvlere, de- 
dicated to the holy Virgin, was re-opened by 
UH in the prenence of an incredible number of 
the citizenB, and rcHtored as formerly to public 
wornhip. At Turin, where a aucond time tho 
inliabitantH loudly expreNHed their veneration 
for U8, we liad the inexpressible happiness of 
iiguin behoUling the Kniperor Napoleon, and 
of conferring with him. We took the oppor- 
tunity of eurui'btly reconunending again to Ilia 
consldeiatiou the ecclesiastical concema of 

France 
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France and Italy y and after. returning hie ma- 
jesty our sincere thanks for all the i)eneiit9 he 
had confen-ed on us and the Catholic reli^ioQ^ 
we proceeded on our route to Etruria,' an4 art 
rived at Florence. ' ' ...... 

•* Our entry into that city was attended witd 
much splendour, and productive of great pubr 
lie rejoicings; Tiie illustrious Que^p of Etruria 
again received us in the most magnilSceot' 
manner, evincing at the saine tixn^ the, jofioat 
becoming, piety. The L«ord in his U];il)pM.ndeA 
mercy had prepared for us in this dty .tb^ 
most gratifying of aU consolation. ,...;: ^ 

•' In our former route through thia oity, jwe 
had a presentiment that our j^vert^nd 'br9tbiftE; 
Scipio KicQi,^ ancier^t bishop of iPicrloy^, . fiel^ 
ously intended to be reeoncQed to <uft;iLii4.' this 
holy Roman church; a thing. |Phic|l 'Wfi: had 
desired for some time in oommon'; with all 
£ood men. He acquainted us With tiviy ftUftl 
Confidence, that he was r^dy in thf^rsipcsritgr 
of his heart to subscribe to the &rtoula .which 
we should please to propose. tO',bto« :.»He.fafti 
performed his proQiise; ;for the fonnilli^ which 
had been tFansinitte4 by p^rreyeiiin^ biotbet> 
the archbishop of Phillipo, has been acknow« 

K 6 ledged 
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ledged and signed by him. By this declaia^ 
tion, which he lias requested may be published 
in reparation of his former scandal, he has 
tes-ttfied that lie has received purely, simply, 
and in full sincerity and reverence, the oon* 
stitutions of the holy apostolic see, by which 
are proscribed the errors of Baius, ni Janseniiis, 
of Quesnelj and their sectarian followers ; and 
especially the dogmatic Bull Aucthorem Fidci, 
by which are condemned eighty-five propositioDS 
taken from the Synod of Pistoya, which he had 
himself collected and published. Farther he 
has declared 9 that he reprobates and condemnt 
all these propositions and each of them, under 
the qualifications, and in the sense expressed 
thereof, in the Bull above-mentioned. And 
finally he declares his determination to live and 
die iu the fidth of the holy Roman and Apostolic 
church, and in perfect submission to her, and 
also to us and our successors in the chair of St 
Eeter, in our qualities of vicars of Christ on 
earth. After this solemn declaratioii, we have 
called him into our presence, we have heard htm 
protest anew the sincerity 4rf his sentiments, and 
his implicit submission to the dopxiatical deci- 
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eions of Pius VI. » his attachment to the or« 
thodox faith y and to the apostolic see, which^ 
he saidi had in fact preserved him in the midst 
of his errors. We thereupon paternally em- 
braced him; we have acknowledged all the 
merit of his conduct, and in (he ftill affection 
of our charity we hare reconciled him to 
ourself and the holy Catholic church. In oon^ 
grahilating us in his letters on our happy Vb^ 
turn to Aome^. he declares his adherenee to 
the recantation made by him at Florence/ 
which consideration affords us the greatest 
pleasure. 

•• Reverend brethren, we have conceived it 
our duty to communicate these important mat* 
ters to you ; in consideration of which it be- 
hoves us to prostrate ourselves at the foot of 
the tlirone of the Author of all these benefits^ 
and humbly to supplicate him, through the 
intercession of the blessed' apostles Peter and 
'Paul, to protect, and accomplish in his mercy, 
all that we in oi^r weakness have endeavoured 
to begin, for his glory, the extension of the true 
religion, the safety of all souls, and^the ad van* 
tage of the church and the holy apostolic see.*'* 

* Thii curioui paper is tranikted verbatiih from th« 
Moniteur of tb« 6th of July 1 105. 

If 
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If this scandalous paper is compared with the 
preceding infamous proclamation of Buonaparte 
to the inhabitants of Egypt ; and if it is also 
remembered that within a few years, in the 
same cathedral, the Goddess of Reason blas- 
phemed, Robespierre profaned, Theophilan- 
thropists preached, Buonaparte apostatized, and 
a Pope consecrated; the moral and religious 
notions of the revolutionary French nation are 
easily and at once explained and exemplified 






( 279 ) 



MADAME TALLIEN. 



On a les ycux bouch^ k la ^le, k la cour : ^ 

Plutus, la fortune, et Tamoury . 
Sont trois aveugles n^ qui gouvement le mond^. 

AT the age of eighteen the rich and 
tDeautiful daughter of the Spanish Count de 
^Gabarrus, was married to Mr. de Fontenai, a 
tx>unselIor of the Parliament of Bourdeaux; 
seven years older than herself, of a distinguished 
-family in the magistracy, wealthy and esteemed 
Three years afterwards, to save his life at th^ 
expence of his property, he emigrated and^ 
joined his other loyal countrymen on the banks 
of the Rhine. After Prussian j^tVA had rend^ed 
the campaign of tiie royal emigrant army un- 
successftil in 1792, Mr. de Fontenai embarked ~ 
for Spain, and went to reside with his &cher-ln- 
law, in expectation that the league of lawful 
princes would soon annihilate the armed ban- 
ditti of rebellion; or that those guilty hordes 

would 
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would be dispersed by anarchy, divided by 
licentiousness^ or devoured by their employerji, 
by tliose great criminals at the head of a regicide 
republic, covered by the blood of their virtuous 
king as well as with that of their innocent 
fellow-citizens. 

Not wishing to expose a woman he pretended 
dearly to love either to the hazards and dangers 
of war, or to the perils, conteQ;ipt and sufFerings 
of exile, Mr. de Fontenai, when emigrating 
himself, left his wife at Paris, to wtit there the 
issue of the pending contest both between Btatiy 
and factions. Because Frenchmen fonneriy 
were equally gallant and hospitable, iie BUpi* 
|K)8ed that her sex and her for^gn birth would 
then insure her there not only aafety but pro^ 
tection and respect But what duty ha^e 
French rebels respected ? What laws have. they 
Dot infringed , and what customs iiave they not 
despised? It has, notwithstanding past carpei- 
rience and frequent warnings, been the oonbtant 
error of governments and individuals, to trutt 
to the faith, and to consider the promises of 
the ephemeral revolutionary usurpen in France 
as obtained from legal and moral authoritiat. 
Even in IJB05 audacious deception still conti- 
nued 
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nued to delude into an incomprehensible in- 
iktuatioh. 

After the unfortunate queen Marie Antoi- 
nette had in October 1793 bten murdered in 
such a barbarous manner by the regicide assas* 
isins of her royal consort, Madame de Fontenai 
easily i>erceived that her sex no more than her 
country would be a safeguard for her ; and 
therefore, by some pecuniary sacrifices, pro* 
cured from the incorruptible republicans a 
passport for Bourdeaux, with permission to sail 
thence in a neutral vessel for Spain. 

On her arrival at Bourdeaux, ,the Septem-^ 
btrizer Tallien, and the apostate priest Year 
beau, both regicides, resided there as represent 
tatives of the people and as national eommis- 
ifioners ; and had proclaimed dungeons and the 
guillotine, imprisonment and death, the order 
of the day. Having taken her passage on 
board an American vessel for Cadiz, \0he pre« 
scnted herself, according to tbe law at that 
time, before the revolutionary committee to 
have her pass verified previous to her embaiica- 
tion. Being the daughter and wife of noble- 
men, instead of obtaining, leave to quit France, 
she was arrested as a suspected person, and as 

sucfa 
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«ucli ronflficfl in tlio.sc IcnitliHonic guolm that 
providi'd (liiily |»r<>yM for a military coiiimiHFion 
e<tfahli^lu'(l hy 'lullitfi, li'iudot, ami Ymlitiuu 
and .sutu*tioii4'<l with the approbation of tlw 
National Convention. 

With thf! nianncTH and ianf(ungo of KiUih 
nilottrs, with the niitui of robbcrH and aftioiH- 
HJnH, hut al.Ho witli the pride^ inRolencei and 
vanity (if up^^tartn in power, these deputies^ and 
))rrtcncU;d tVi<*n(lH of o(]iudity, reviewed an often 
th<ir imprisoned virtimn an Buonaparte does hiii 
tnilit.iiry Nlavcs, (iit<*n(h*d hy aid-de-(»mp0| w\i\\ 
tlie Huite an<l pomp of kings. Immorality and 
tynituiy mar<:h(!d hand in hand, but ferocity 
outMrippcd them both. 

It \\'i\H at one of (Itrse rnicl and nnrolutionary 
rrvicwH, that 'lallion for the fiiHt time kiw 
Madamtt dr ronteimi. Struck witii h(T superior 
beauty, he innncfhiitely waH enamourc/d of her. 
I'ormini,' IiIh opinion of lier howev«T from 
many other ^ay, indim^re.ct, though {irrested 
ladies, he achlressed In>r tluiH with liin usual 
winH-culotte im[>e.rtin<'n<!<»: *• My pretty female 
('iti'/4'n, I Hhall (rail on you liere uh Hoon iu 
it in (hirk— you uncl(^rstand me — I want to see 
yotj alon*,*/* '* Jlul I will not ace you alone," 

ausweied 
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^^^ered Madame de Fonteuai : " throw your 
stt^D handkerchief to some person more com- 
^ pbisant, and more worthy of such insulting and 
humiliating distinction." — ''' You shall shortly 
itpent of your" haughtiness," said TaUien, 
ferociously quitting her.* 

The very next day her name was upon the list 
of the military commission; or, which was the 
same, she knew herself to be one of those uni- 
fijTtunate persons intended to be tried and exe- 
cuted within twenty-four hours. While she 
was meditating on her fate, Madame Sautreuil 
called on her. This woman's love of life had 
extinguished honour; and though of a reputable 
family, she to escape the guillotine had de* 
graded herself to become one of the purveyors 
of the profligate republicans and representatives 
of the French people. She informed Madame 
de Fontenai, that it depended upon herself 
to choose between the recoveiy of her liberty 
on that same day, or cease to live in the course 
of the next If she would consent to pass 
the night with Tallien, on the following 

• Most of the particulars of this sketch are extracted from 
L» Voyageur Suisse, page 361 et seq. from Recueil d'Anec<io*e«, 
p«^e 91 et seq and from the diSereot numbcrt of Les Nouvelles 

morning 
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morning she would obtain permission to saif 
lor Spain ; but if she continued foolishly ob- 
Minate, her death ^wf^^ ineritable. *' Go/* flwd 
i^he, indignant and without hesitation » ** and 
tell your infamous ntaster, that it is not by 
threats or by terror that he can command the 
good opinion of a female of my sentiments, nor 
effect her dJHhonour. I would rather submit 
my niTk to the axe of the guillotine, than open 
my arms to the embraces of such an outrageom 
Tillain." Upon a signal from Madame Sau- 
treuil, Tallien suddenly entered, having secreted 
himself in a closet wIktc he could bear tbt 
conversation. He threw himself al the feet 
of Madame de Fontenai, and began with pro- 
fissing his sincere and purest aifection froffl- 
the first nionunt he had seen her, which her lat*^ 
di^mified behaviour had increased, and he avow-^ 
ed himself her slave though she was no longef 
his prisoner. So far from intending to terrify^ 
her by cruelties, ho was determined to erase by 
hun. mity past criminality in inking guided by 
her advice. •* Here is the list," continued he, 
^' of the prisoners once destined to |)erish with 
you. Your name is already omitted ; erase those 
of other persons whom you wish to save; they 

shall 
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shall all be set at liberty to-moirow nontiog.'' 
** I shall convince myself/' continued Mailaniifi 
de Fontenai, ** whether you are sincere or not;; 
lend me but pen and ink." With one single 
stroke she at once crossed all the -names on the 
fatal list. Within twelve hours etfterwards all 
^hese individuals of both sexes came, to thank 
her for their deliverance, being informed by 
Tallien that they owed it to her interference 
alone. 

From that period he visited her regularly in 
prison, with all the delicacy of demeanour in- 
tiicating the tenderness of a true lover. Slie 
refused however to be indebted to him for her 
release, or to show him any esteem, until that 
revolutionary commission which had committed 
so many enoi^mities had been dissolved. At 
last, one morning in February 1794, Tallieu 
brought her his and Ysabeau*s decree, which 
suspended this commission as vexatious and 
oppressive to the people. He gave her also a 
passport for the capital^ where he promised in a 
few days to join her, having already demanded 
his recall. 

Thus the personal charms ^nd firmness of cha- 
racter of Madaine de Fontenai tained the fero- 

cious 
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cious nature of a revolutionaiy tiger, and ixm^ 
formed a sanguinary wolf into a submissive 
pliant dove. How many hundred inhabitants o{ 
Bounleaux and of the surrounding departments 
are not obli^^ed for their existence to such a seem- 
ingly trifling occurrence, as the love-intrigue of 
the son of a French porter with the daughter of 
a Spanish noble! 

Before Miulemoiselle de Gubarrus was mar- 
ried to M. de Fontenai, her alVection had been 
fixed on another French gentleman in the ma- 
gistracy at Bourdeaux, who. from previous eu- 
gagt^ment, or prefiTring mental accomplish- 
ments to external l)eauty and elegance of form, 
declined an honour which so many strove to 
obtain. Of the preference she then gave to 
M. de Fontenai, this ill-bred and vicious man 
seemed hut httle to know the value. Some 
few days after his till then faithful and amiable 
wife had been delivered of her first child, lie 
liad the indelicacy and brutality to intixxlui^e 
under the same roof in his house a common 
prostitute. 'I'he indiscreet fidelity of a maid 
informed Rladaine de Fontenai of the infidelity 
of her husband. With feelings acute as well 
as indignant, not considering the weak and 

dangerous 
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^^^Qgenms slate of liar health in ootisequeiice 
<)f iher recent accauchemeni, she rose horn 
hef bed> and flew towards the room polluted 
4y impurily . She found the door bolted, 
4nd was refused admittance. Sinarting bow- 
ever more from the insult offered than re- 
garding the strength she po^sessed^ in endea- 
Touriog to force an entrance she fainted away, 
and was carried almost lifeless hack to her 
bed. 

< ' At the time When Tallien paid his addresses 
.'to her, and was master of the lives and jikn 
perties of ail the citiz^s at Bourdeaux, hoih 
the lover who had slighted her and the hm^ 
band who had outraged her wa«' confined 
-within the walls of a prison in that city, where 
the latter had imprudently returned from 
Spain. Before she set out for Paris passports 
were presented them, and they were permitted 
to quit France in a neutral vessel ; and she 
preserved the life of him who so sensibly fasid 
wounded her feelings and vanity, as well as of 
him who jK> cruelly had attacked her bonoor; 
neglected her charms, and provoked her 
resentment 
A woman^ the victim of the seduction,, cor- 
ruption. 



e8« THE FEMALE PLUTARCH. 

ruption, or negligence of one sex, is alao fr^ 
quently the persecuted object of the jealousy^ 
envy, pride or uncliaritableness» of the odier. 
Without enquiring ^fhether her first deviation 
from chastity was not the exclusive fauk of a 
hus$band, or is not chieHy to be ascribed to the 
dangerous example of the despicable partner 
of her bed, her misfortunes excite no oompaft- 
«ion, whilst her faults expose her without pity ' 
to contempt, to reproach, and even to calumny. 
Had M. de Fontenai been prudent and pure, 
his wife nught still have been innocent and 
chaste. Tlie woman who has the generosity 
not only to forgive wrongs but to confer &vouib 
on her enemies, on those by wlxim she had been 
exposed or injured, has no common share of 
virtue to oppose to the allurements of illicit 
temptations. 

AI. de Fontenai must have been well ac- 
quainted with the generous and forgiving tea»* 
per of his wite, when in return for the life h«r 
Influence alone had saved he carried secretly 
away his only son, whom he knew she adoved. 
Whether Madame de Fontenai liacl then al- 
ready ceased to be a dutiful wife is not ees> 
tain; hut her every sentiment and aiction 

shewed 
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shewed her the most , tender of mothers. No 
iooner did she therefore hear of th^ treacheroua^ 
ingratitude of her husband, than she procured 
drder» for the recapture of her child. The 
same boat contained her fir^t lovet and her 
first husband. If was de^cendin^^ the river 
Garonne to join the neutral ship waiting for 
them at some miles distance; when, to the 
. great terror of the traveUiers, ft was orertaketK 
by a government cutter ; but after the child 
had heen delivered mp they were permitf;ed to 
proceed without fortber moliestaiion. Tbia 
anecdote, Which has been commuiiicated to the 
author hf the most respectable authority, evinces 
in its true light the real character both of the 
husband and of the wife.* 

When at Paris, Tallien of course often vi- 
sited Madame De Fontenai, who easily. ob* 
tained a divorce from a husband proscribed 
as an emigrant. She refused however to i^gard 
Tallien in any other light than that of a friend^ 
at long as Fjnance groaned under the tyranny 

^ In 1799 M. de Fontenai resided at Lubeck with' a Tulgsur 
woman, a Jewess, who cttck— «-- d him, piundlnrfed him, wA 
beat him. « 

VOEn II. O of 
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of K(i1>efipiorre, more barefaced^ more violent^ 
but IvM artful and leHS oppresHive than that of 
Buona|Kirtc. 

Jean Lambert 1 allien was born at Parus in 
177()» and thonp;h only the »on of a porter, 
had, from the kindnesH of hin father's master, 
l)(M*n (Mlu(rat<rd above his birth. He was at 
the bc'^innin^ of the r«.'VoIution Bucxtfssiirely 
iho HUfward of Marqum T)c Bcrcy, clerk to an 
'MU)MM\y, an<l in the ofiicc of the treasury; 
Hrcn^tsiry to Brostaret, a member of the Con- 
j^titnirit AH»c;nd)ly, and aHSJHtant to the pro* 
prirtorrt of thi! Moiiiteur. In 1791, he pub* 
lii-h<'d his own journal, called I* Ami des CitoyenSf 
wiruli did not meet with HueceHB. He wa5 
jil:o often one of tho.mi wandering' Hpeukerr^ 
♦'!n[)loyed by the factions to mihlead and mis^ 
inform flic |k!0I)1c by iliur declamations in n\M 
public! ganh?ns or walks. So much zeal ao— ' 
quin:d him the conndence of the multitude ^ 
and on tbc lOih of August the new and self* 
rrrai<'.d commune of relujls made him its se- 
cretary. It is from fbis time tbat he was first 
publicly <lraggcd forth from his native ob- 
scurity. In Sci)tenil)er following he plotted and 

encouraged 
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encouraged the massacres of tlie prisoners jt 
Paris. The department of Seine and Oise. 
elected him the same month as a deputy to the 
National Convention, where he often ascended 
the tribune, and always defended the crimes of 
the terrorists. He shewed himself one of the 
most ungenerous and indefatigable enemies of 
his virtuous king, whose trial he pressed, and 
for whose death he voted. During his several 
missions as a representative of the people, he ' 
committed the greatest excesses and cruelties. * 
It was not till after his acquaintance with Ma- ' 
dame de Fontenai that he became more mode- 
rate ; to please her he had spared Bourdeaux, 
and to obtain her hand he saved the lives of 
thousands at Paris by the decided part he took 
in the destruction of Robespierre ; and though 
his motives were dictated by personal interest 
alone, he notwithstanding rendered great ser- 
vices to his wretched country. Ilis conduct 
and actions were afterwards inconsistent and 
contra;dlctory, by turns the panegyrist or the ' 
accuser of revolutionary criminals ; he was 
therefore suspected by all factions, and d^i * 
fended by no party. As to his political inte- 

a 2 grity. 



292 THE FEMAI.E PLUTARCH. 

grity, his answer when reproached with th^ 
* animosity with which he pursued the iniamouf^ 
Girondists to the guillotine evinces it : "I majr 
have concurred/' said he, **in'the death oE' 
some real patriots, but such was our fate, that, 
republicans were doomed to die by the hands 
of republicans ; a circumstance much to be de* 
plored, but always attendant on a great revo^* 
lution, which like a second Saturn devours itss 
own children," He was in 1795 a deputy o 
the National Convention in Brittany, and in-- 
stituted, after the unfortunate and deplorabl 
affair at Quiberon, the military commissio 
which, under the guidance of the cruel^ Hoche, 
sacrificed so much loyalty and virtue at the 
«hrine of rebellion and wickedness. From 
that period he never ^'eased to denounce pre- 
tended royalist conspiracies, and to profess 
those exaggerated principles which must al- 
ways finally inspire hatred mixed with c<mi- 
tempt for the fanatic, or pity for the enthu- 
siast. When a member of the Council of Five 
Hundred) he spoke and intrigued as when a 
deputy of the National Convention, and was 
with Barras, Buonaparte, and other jacobins 

and 
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and terrorists, one of the co-operators in the 
revolution of the 4th of September 1797. ^ Tn 
return for this assistance, when Buonaparte 
sailed for Egypt in 1798, he was made a direc- 
torial pro-consul in Africa, and a spy on the 
military commander ; who, after his usurpation 
of the consulate, disgraced him, and broke oiHF 
all further fraternitv with him. 

Such was the regicide to whom Madame de 
Fontenai united herself on tlie 20th of Augu$t 
1794, thee weeks after the death of Robespient. 
He was then one of the most popular r^votu- 
tionistH, and she soon became one of the most 
feshionable belles of the French republic. It 
was however* almost as diiiieult a task for. her 
to exchange decency for Vandalism^ to produce 
order in place of confusion in the regiott of 
fashion, as for French political revolutionists to 
fix and constitute a regular government on the 
republican basis of anarchy and licentiousness. 
At once to attempt the restoration of former 
usages and customs, from which five years of 
revolutions had made a distance of five cen- 
turies, would have been a vain attempt. Tlie 
court, gala, or full dress, could not immedi^ 

o 3 ately 
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alely supplant tlu;^ saiiS-culotte and carmagnole 
. vestinont3 of fillh and rags. Instead, there- 
fore, of coinniencing with a progressive ad- 
vancennt'yit towards a reform of apparel and ap- 
pearance, ISIadanie Taliien went to the other 
extreme in inventing the haul ton of nudity. 
The ungallant savageness of Robespierre, and 
the ungentcel brutality of his accomplices, had 
already necessitated every lady awaiting death 
from the revolutionary tribunal, or only confined 
in consequence of the revolutionary tyranny, to 
cut off her hair and to cut down her gown, if 
Fhe wished to avoid the insults of a public exe- 
cutioner, or the horrors of his unfeeling opera- 
tioa when on the scaflVld. 

It must also be confessed that a nation vicious 
to the highest degree before the revolution, had 
not in) proved its morals since; and that the 
fair sex in France, naturally coquets, vaia* dash- 
ing, and bold, were much more inclined towards 
the naked than towards the covered or doathed 
system. Nakednef^s, absolute nakedness, and 
nothing but nakedness, was therefore seen at 
the play-house?, at the opera, at the concerts, 
routs, and in public walks as well as in 

private 
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private assemblies. When .one lady left joff a 
fchue, another laid aside a petticoat* Wheti 
one uncovered her anns, another exposed her 
legs. Had the progress of stripping continued 
a little longer in the same proportion, it is. very 
probable that most French ladies would in'some 
months have reduced themselves to be admired, 
envied, or blamed, as the Eves of die dghteenfth 
century. • i • j 

But Madame Tallien did notei^ny imdistuibed 
the'dictatCHrshipof thefitthions; envious^ sedi^ 
tious, or facetious rivals oftea opposed her«««^ 
Among' these Madame de:BeailhanioiB,' Ibegay 
widow of the guillotined visoount of' the same 
name, was most ingeniobs and moat active, 
though at first not the most apprehended**^ 
Under a clear muslui gown, she put on flesh- 
coloured sattin pantaloons, leaving off ail. petti* 
coats, but at the same time lowering the bleeves 
of her gowns to her elbows, whose long elastic 
gloves of grenoble combined to conceal even her 
clumsy fingers. Madame Tallien,, who prid^ 
lierself on the beauty of her arms, in her turn 
wore gowns without sleeves; and to distract 
the notice of amateurs from the flesh-coloured 
pantaloons, aflixcd borders of large Brussels 

o 4 lace. 
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lace, not only to her white silk petticoat^ but 
to her cambric chemises. These fashionable 
contrarieties entertained many, and scandalised 
few of the republican beaus and belles ; though 
the partisans of short sleeves lampooDcd those 
of long gloves, and the cabal of under-petticoats 
wrote epigrams on the motives of the wearers 
i>f pantaloons. Every thing remained unsettled^ 
and a civil war was by many judged in^- 
evitable, when a cessation of hostilities took 
place, u treaty of neutrality was ccmcluded be* 
tween the adverse parties^ and the year 1766 
passed over without further disturbances or 
innovations. 

When, during 1796, fortune had crowned 
her new sans-culotte husband Buonaparte with 
undeserved successes in Italy, the ez-viscouotesB 
was tempted to encroach on, and even to 
infringe, preceding engagements. Until the 
peace of Campo Formio, when the Pkuisians- 
saluted Madame Buonaparte as Notre Dame 
de VictoireSf and abused Madame Tallien as 
Notre Dame de Septembre, the former had not 
many or great advantages ; but then the latter, 
under pretence of ill htfalth, prudently with- 
drew from the scene of contest. As soon 

however 
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!Ver as the glorious, \rtctoty ol Lord Nel- 
Ht Aboukir was known at Paris^ Madame 
en shewed herself perfectly recovered, 
«d the lists with fresh vigour, a.nd oWiged 
;>rond rival not only to shift her quarters 
to chaf^ her colours. That year, ITSS^i- 
ird and dangerous pretender startied up in 
elegant person of the celebra^d Miadame 
.naief, whose ^ppeBOMkte veas sufficient to 
fbmi rivals mto allies^ She however, 
firom prudence and modesty than front 
>f the formidable veteran forces of her op- 
rs» soon m^e an honourable retreat, and 
[uillity has rewarded hep sacrifice of va- 

i November 1799,. after Buonaparte had 
jed the supreme authority in France,. Ma- 
t Tallien, from a certain coolness attended 
certain airs of hauteur, concluded that 
rife of an upstart, who endured Qeither ai^ 
I nor a superior, would not long respect 
es which put her on a level with a person 
ft she considered not only as an inferior 
is a subject. She therefore made over- 
to Madame Recamier for forming a corn- 
league against a commott fae. While 

o 5 their 
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their plenipotentiaries were diacussingy the 
battle of Marengo occurred, and broke ofF all 
further conferences ; and had not another in- 
truder, Madame Murat, presented herself, Ma- 
dame Buonaparte would have been as muck 
the undisputed sovereign of toilets as her bu» 
band is of cabinets.*' 

-A republican writer thus complains of Ma- 
dame Tallion's fashionable incivism: ** P<* 
sesred of an ample income, the whole of which 
is at her own command, she indulges in ail the 
extrava^Ttmce of dress and decoration. Oi* 
day her i?houlders, chest, and legs, are bare; 
on the next tb.oy are adorned with festooiis ol 
gold cliaiiis, while her head sparkles witli dia; 
nionds ; and instead of the simplicity of • 
Roman matron, she constantly exhibits all tb 
ostentatious luxury of a Persian sultana 
France may be termed a commonwealth, bu 
these surely are not republican nuumers be 
fitting the wife of one of the most eminent o 
her citizens.'*! The author should have ^d.de< 

• This whole article is taken from Les NouTeUes ^ !& MtU 
V'tniose, year X. No iv. page 2. 

t Sec Biographical Anecdotes of the Founders of th« Franc 
Republic, toI. i. page 67. 

tha 
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that this eminent citizen then resided in a sim* 
pie cottage, of which the furniture alone cost 
four thousand louis-d*ors. As to French re- 
publican manners, are they not nearly con- 
nected with drown'uig, shooting, massacring, 
murdering, proscribing, and plundering ? So- 
ciety has suffered but little from Madame Tal- 
lien's vanity, while humanity will for ever de- 
plore and condemn the barbarous excesses of 
•the most eminent citizen, Tallien, her republican 
, husband. 

It is averred by all classes in France, that 
the young, handsome, \ind accomplished 
Madame de Fontenai, who >o long continued 
the fashionable idol of men, and the fashion- 
able model of women, divorced and married 
Tallien only to save her own head, and the 
lives of hundreds of other innocent persons. She 
never had anv aifection, not even inclination, 
for ^n individual it was impossible for her to 
esteem, and she therefore treated him rather as 
a valet than as a husband ; he was used still 
worse bv her father. Count de Gabarru?. . 

This nobleman, descended from rich and 
res[)ectable merchants at Bayonne, had him- 
self been first a banker of the cx^urt of Madrid, 

o G and 
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and afterwards, under the appellation of ««f- 
intendant, a minister of ' fiDances in Spain. 
Accused by Count Florida Blanca of misde- 
meanour in his office, he was imprisoned ; but 
in December 1795, a sentence of the privy 
council of state perfectly justified him, and he 
was appointed an inspector-general of the 
roads and canals of the kingdom. It was 
much against his consent that his daughter 
liad given her hand to Tallien ; but the Spa- 
nish cabinet believing the credit of this sans- 
culotte greater in France than it really was, and 
being under the necessity of keeping on good 
terms with the-^Treneh republic, nominated 
Count de Gabatrus in 1796 as ambassador to 
the Directory, in hope that the power of his 
daughter over her husband might be useful to 
the views of Spain. Arrived at Paris, the Di- 
rectory, under pretence that he was descended 
from French parents, refused to acknowledge 
him in the character of an ambassador. But 
this insult was not his sole disappointment 
He soon observed that his daughter v^as un- 
happy, and his son-in-law, without one virtue 
to atone for his numerous vices, despised by 
one party and abhorred by another. Before 

be 
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fce returned to Madrid he had forbidden Tal* 
Iten his house; and that be might not meet 
Wth him any where, he seldom went to se^ 
kadame Tallien, and that at hours when her 
Imsband was absent. 

In the eye of strict justice and sound mo- 
lality, no provocations 'Whatevier can extenuate 
^ violation of matrimonial duty. A wife» 
however, circumstanced like Madame Tallieh^ 
%ho had no choice' but between the embraces 
[If an unworthy and a worthless husband, or a 
el and degrading death from the hands of 
executioner. If disgust or revenge led her 
though she must certainly be to blame, 
less culpable than the unprovoked adulteress, 
Whose vicious propensities injure and confer 
^tchedness on a partner, the free selection of 
her heart, deserving her love and her fidelity, 
well as her regard and tenderness. 
That Madame Tallien has been very gallant, 
d very indiscreet in her gallantries, cannot 
denied ; but that also numbers of persons 
ve boasted of her favours, and published 
ecdotes of their successful intrigues with 
r, to whom she had scarcely ever spoken^ is 

equally 
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equally true ; and will be believed by ever] 
one who has studied the character of the vail 
and presumptuous French petit-maitres, wh 
are greater gcisconaders under the colour 
of Venus than even under the banners o 
Mars. 

A work* already quoted contains anothe 
paragrapli, either the production of ignoranc 
or misrepresentation, but equally unfounded 
It is well known at Paris, that the regicide Bai 
ras, in exchange for her favour, offered to re 
ceive her father as a Spanish ambassador, bu 
that she retorted: '*No! I am dishonourei 
enough by the forced embraces of one regidde,* 
meaning her own husband. '* Madame Tal 
lien," it luxs been obsei-ved, ** is unfortiinatdi 
very elegant in her person and splendid in hei 
attire. She is said to be much charmed witt 
the manners and conversiition of the youiij! 
director Barras (who was then 46) ; and if w« 
are to credit the scandalous stories circulated 
in Paris, is not altogether exempt from that 
suspicion which Cuesar warned his wife not to 

* Sec Biographical Anecdotes of the Foimden of the Frendi 
Republic, vol. it p. 57. 
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incur." In the spring of 1799 such was Bap- 
ras's inveteracy against this lady, Who did not 
conceal her sentiments of him more than what 
she thought of his friend Tallien, ^'tibat he hiul 
already signed a mandate, ordering her as a 
Spanish subject, and of course a foreigner,.- tp 
quit France, and not to return duriiig h^ hu0- 
band*s absence. The interference of Madame 
Buonaparte and Sieyes alone prevented it froio 
being carried into effect.* i 

' ^Though Madame' Tatlieqi^bad jdjeclared |o 
Barras that she. had already beei^.too much 
dishonoured by her connection with one regi- 
cide, if the following extract^ can be depend^ 
upon, she is the mother of two children by 
a Swede, a convicted accomplice of those re- 
gicides, who conspired against and murdered 
the royal father of his present Swedish noa^ 
jesty. . . 

** Madame Tallien," says the writer,t " when 
Madame de Fontenai was esteemed not only 
one of the most beautiful and amiable persons 

♦ See Les Nouvelles a fa Main, Vendcmiaire, year ix. 
No. 11, p. 6. 

t Ibid, Brumaire, year xU No. Ill, p. 9, 10, and 11. 
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of her 8ex» but also aft one truly i'espectal>Ie 
and virtuous : Hhe resided at Paris eighteen 
months after her first husband's emigration, 
and was constantly surrounded by admirers 
and adorers ; but slie ailbrded no more occa- 
sion for the rumours and clamours of ma- 
lie^nity, than for the calumny and accusa* 
tions of envy and scandal. She quitted the 
capital in October 1703 as pure as she returned 
to it in March 1794. She never admitted even 
Tallien, to whom she thought herself both 
obliged and engaged, but in the presence of a 
third person ; and she never went out to plays,. 
walks, or parties, but in the company of some 
female friend, or followed by attendants, whO' 
never lost sight of their mistress. She fre* 
quently protested long before her second mar* 
Tiage, that gratitude and humanity alone Iiad 
occasioned her divorce, and that she beliered 
she should fall a victim to her feelings for the 
sufferings of others. She repeated ly complained 
to her friends and relatives how disagreeable 
Tallica was to her, and how much resigna- 
tion it demanded on her part to unite her des^ 
tiny with tliat of such a vile person. 

•• After 
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*• After her marriage, notwithstanding her 
invincible repugnance to Tallien, she remained 
&ithful and irreproachable ; but this vain up- 
start shewed himself as immoral and indelicate 
as cruel and unprincipled. He abandoned a 
wife, then the pride and perfection of m^ttri- 
monial loveliness, boasted of the impure 
society of courtesans, and afterwards vaunted 
before her of his depravity as of glorious 
achievements. She still, however, resisted 
the incitements of reverrge, the gratification 
of her passions, the tetfiptations of pleasure, 
and the allurements of love, and the plea- 
tSxkg prospect, or rather certainty, of bei»g 
beloved by a gentleman, her equal by birth, and 
of pptM^iples congenial ^th her owb. At l^t 
she happened to be ffccq^minted with the k^al 
atid witty, tliough not handsome, Cdtint <te 
— , who hated her husband as much as 
she despised him. To his firet question. Can 
a lady of your rank, of your accomplishments, 
love a moral and political monster such as 
Tallien ? she answered only with a significant 
Mush. He took advantage of her bashfulnes*, 
embarrassment, nay humiliation,' and sht ceased 

that 
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that (lay to hv. u virtuous wonmu^ a faitli- 
iul will'. 

•• VVluri onrr tin* uioe hut 8tronf; llmitii 
vlTnli rsfparutf virdu' iVoni vice are tranngrt'S* 
M(l. the rt)a(l to ruin in nmooth, <'ntii.*iii{^, uiMyi 
auil nearly irn*Niwtible. In tlu* coui>no of u 
{\ \v \v( clvd slu^ cutti'taiutHl as grout a eouteuipt 
ol' lirrMli'us cliNlikc of her hushuud ; but funii- 
harily with (Uhaudiery H(von enge)idei*eJ in- 
dilKrtiMi* towardrt morality or rveii decency. 
I'Viry ^(MitUinuu whoMe inanuei^ she liked, 
whohc t'ouvtrhatiou was apfreeahlt* to her. whom.* 
li^'un- pl< iiHwl hrr, or whom her funey adorned 
with real or inia^iuary I'xct'lluucies, woa certain, 
without uiui'h thdicuhy or long pernevemncoi 
to he eounted umou^^ lier favoured gallants. 
IltT favours and dintint'tions finally became so 
riiinuiou, that they ceatMjd to be eithor euviable 
or ({(.'Hirahle. 

** ThuH was slie situated when in June 1708 
^Tallieu HHJlt :<1 lor l^yp^* ^^ (hat period a ialli 
huudsoiui', welUmudo youtig man of fannily, 
fnrluut*, and education, hecamovery iashionnbltr 
iu the f.iHhiunabiL* societies of thu l<*rench ca- 
pital, ilewaa iutroducod there aa a Danish 

traveUer 
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travellei* by the name of Fredericson ; but was 
shortly and usually known by the appellsction 
of the beau regidJe, Hitt real and family 
nanic and title was Count de Ribbings a 
Swedish nobleman by birth, but implicated in 
the murder of Gustavus III. the late king of 
bwedcn. 

•' If report was true, he might not only be 
branded as a regicide,, but cursed like Junius 
Brutus as a parricide. It is a matter of ^public 
notoriety at Stockholm, that the Countess de 
Ribbing, a young and elegant lady, was mar- 
ried to an old senator. Count Frederic de Rib« 
bing, by whom she had no children until the 
assiduities of Gustavus III. then Prince Royal, 
were supposed to have made her mother of a 
son. Accused as an accomplice in the c6q« 
epiracy against the same prince, this smii the 
young Count Gustavus de Ribbidg, waa» after a 
fiiir triul, convicted of having with Count Horn 
and Ankerstrom drawn lots who shwld. dis- 
patch their sovereign at the masquerade on the 
10th of March 1 792 ; and s^tenc^ of deatli 
was passed o\i him. The demency, howeyer, 
of the Duke of Sudermania, the Pripoe Re- 
gent of Sweden> clianged the capita) pu« 

nishment 
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nishment into a ])erpetual exile. Tliis out- 
law settled in Dennmric, vrhere he wau 
naturalized under tlie name of Gustavos 
Fredericson. ■* 

•* Shortly aftt»r Tallion's departure, the beau 
regicide w:i8 lodgvd witli his wife, and couti* 
nued with hcv until 1801, when Buonaparte, 
tiaving hcanl of a penchant of Josephine for 
him, <lispatched to him an order to quit France 
immediately, as the First Cofisul could not 
suffer in his dominions an eusassin of ih» father 
of his ctUy the kiffg of Sweden. 

** Madame TaUien had promibed her fadier 
to obtain a divorce from her present husband 
as soon as he returned from Egypt. A peti- 
tion for a divorce was tliei-efore ready drawn 
tip and presented to Tallien at her first tnteiw 
view in 1801, accompanied with two living 
arguments, her two sons, who had been bom 
during his absence, and of whom she ac- 
knowledged that the heau r^lcide and Ca wew 
t he father.^. A ft:er many complaints, reproaches, 
oaths, and threats, he at lenp^ih consented, and 
in 1802 the daughter of Count Gubamis was 
still unmarried, with two husbands alive. 

*' When Buonajmrte became emperor- mad, 

hti 
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rdered bis wife to be emfHress-proud^. and 
nounce all former acquaintance with one 
tut to cease aJi frateniify with the. other. 
First C!onsul had already^ with a delicacy 
lignity so natural th all upstarts, and parti- 
\f in hiih, publicly rebuked Madame Tal- 
n his wife's drawing-room, for presenting 
ilf pregiiaTif in such a place, and tokl her 
ithdraw. To convince her that his wrath 
ri6t an impulse of the moment, or a sudden 
of passion, but a fixed determination to 
ide her from the society of his wife, with 
le purity she was so familiar, his mute, the 
ct of the palace, Duroc, signified to her 
he part of his master never to appear 
r at the consular court, Madame Buona- 
J not being able to endure a female couiy/ 
who had two children during herhuAand's 
ice. * Tell your mistress,* answered Ma- 
5 Tallien, ' that if all Paris knows that I 
two children during Tallien's absence in 
>t for near fou r years , her miscarriage d uring 
:ral Buonaparte's absence of only sixteen 
:h» has also been admired by all P^ris as the . 
ffort of nature in an old woman.' "* 

♦ Sec La Sainto Famillc, p. 44, 

Madame 
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Madame Tallien is an incredible composition 
of virtues and vices; of good qualities and 
shameful irregularities. From habit nK)re than 
from inclination she is, with Madame Biiona^ 
parte, one of the most profligate female clia- 
racters of revolutionary France, Above remorse 
as well as repentance, she seems to care as little 
about what others say of her as about her own 
conduct. She is now (1803) in her thirty-* 
fourth year, but does not appear to be twent}'- 
five ; she certainly still is one of the finest, best 
formed, and handsomest women of the French 
capital, though she no longer has any great 
influence in the fashionable world. 

Since the above was written, the author ha». 
been favoured with the following lines, written 
in August 1805 by a lady at Paris: ** You 
have no doubt heani, that Madame Tallien last 
spring married M. de Caniman, much against 
the wishes of the family of the latter. She has j 
now three husbands alive, besides two chit > 
dren, of whom neither of them is tlxe father, f 
Hitherto her beliaviour, since her marriage 
with M. de Caraman, is as irreproachable and 
prudent as during her first marriage with M.. 
de Fontenai, who often visits his ct-devant wife. 

She 
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She has publicly declared her intention to regain 
ber lost reputation, which she says would always- 
have been preserved had not her first htisband 
been A fool^ and her second a rogue. She is 
now united to a gentleman of sense and honour, 
to whcrm she seems sincerely and affectionately 
attached." 



( «2 ) 



FRATERNAL AND SISTERLY 

BANQUETS. 



THE pedantic affectation of the French, 
revolutionists in collecting their wretched accom- 
plices, dupeSy and victims, into one family, and 
constituting millions into one of its ^bra;nches, 
may be dated as far back as July 1780. Buona* 
parte's western family is not therefore the pro- 
duction of his own brain, or of his own revo- 
lutionary fertility. It originates in the civic 
feasts and national confederations of La Fayette 
and Petion, and in the fraternal and sisterly 
banquets of Uebert and Robespierre, his worthy 
predecessors. 

-At the sacrilegious inauguration of the God* 
dess of Reason in tlie cathedral of Paris, aiid 
at the no less sacrilegious festival when Ro« 
bespierro proclaimed himself the high-priest of 
a Supreme Being, fraternal and sisterl}' ban* 
quets were invented, and put into requisition by 
an invitation of the commune and of the Na- 

tioaal 
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tional Convention; inviiations that amounted 
to commands, and disobedience to which made 
them become mandates of arrest and WamuHi 
of death. 

On the 10th of November 1 793, as well as 
on the 8th of June 17949 the days of these re- 
ligious fites of the French revolutionary devo- 
tees, famine ravaged France, and augmented 
the horrors of the uninterrupted depopulation 
by the guillotine, by shooting, and by drowning. 
At those periods thousands daily met with un« 
timely and premature death; ahd those still 
remaining, expecting their dismal turns, had 
each the scanty allowance of four ounces of 
bread and pf two ounces of meat during twenty- 
four hours. To command feasts and force re-* 
joicings at such times from such a people, was 
only adding mockery to barbarity ; and ^s un- 
feeling tis it was impudent to speak of huma- 
nity, when an indiscreet expression was sub- 
ject Co the same punishment as a murderous 
deed, and death was inflicted equally on a sus-' 
pected person as on a convicted assassin. 

At the f^te of the Goddess of Reason on the 
10th of November 1703, tljese fraternal and 

VOL. II. p sisterly 
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sisterly banquets were held, onacoount of tha 
bad weatlier within doors. Tables were 8j>res^ 
i\\ the halls of the National Conventioii and o£ 
the Commune, and at the Jacobins' and Corde- 
liers' clubs. Every person allured by curio8ity» 
Qr called by inclination, was permitted to par«i 
take of the poor cntertainmeiit of their civic 
Lent I or, what wasi tixe same, to viritnisaB eveft 
in their merry hours the suffering of want, tibe 
consequence of anarchy, popular tyranny, Uoen^ 
tiousness, and civil troubles. 

Tri-coloured ribands and Oags, red cap9, and 
trees of liberty, however, ornamented these 
halls. Each table covered with coarse and 
dirty linen, with pewter spoons and forks, had 
inscribed over it in gold letters : ** Here the 
free and regenerated brothers and sisters of the 
Grand Family of the French Republic eat.^ 
drink, and rejoice.-— Liier^^, Equality^ .FraUr^ 
nity, Sisterhood t or Death.** ^ . ^, 

When the repast was over, the fr^ijeraal and 
sisterly banquets were removed, and a revolitv 
tionary music engaged the brothers aqjd aiaters 
to dance ; persons of both sexes then piijt off 
their wooden shoes^ and joined in cotUIoo hfn^ 

footed. 
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f66tkir^ it vrais c<5Atrary to the true sans* 
calotte fasliion to wear either socks or ^ock'^ 
Itigtf. During the daiich1gy«they were frequently 
regaled with table- beer, brandy, giu, and other 
liqudfB: ti^ite, though cheap, vras not used^ 
b^ing considered by the brothers and sisters as 
ao aristocratic drink. Bougies and candles 
Were excluded for the same reason, being mo* 
dern inventions of aristocracy, unknown to the 
ftncient Greek and Roman sans-culottes. About 
four o'clock in the morning, the oil of the lamps 
ceased to bum, and the musicians to play. The 
fraternal and sisterly dancers Uien retired area 
in arm, and extended their common and reci- 
procal hospitality even to their beds. After 
sufficient rest, the brothers went to their usual 
occupations in their clubs, in their revolution- 
aiy committees and tribunals, and the sisters to 
their official duties in the galleries- of the Na- 
tional Convention, at the Commune, iii the 
Jacobin or Cordeli< v clubs, or in the Revolu- 
tionary Tribunal. 

Chenier, Fabre d* Eglantine, and several, 
other revolutionary poets, celebrated tills day 
"cvithodesto Liberty and Equality, and with. 

p 2 hymns 
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hymns to the Goddess and Relipon of Rea? 
son.* 

I'fae fine season and the fine d^y» when on 
the 8th of June \7iU, Robespierre had the dar- 
ing audacity to insult the Almighty .with his 
•utrageous profanation, as a revolutionary higli* 
priest, and to increase ferocity with bbsph^y, 
extended his scene of patriotic sans-culotts 
hilarity, without diminishing the wants of the 
starving, the agonies of the dyings or the paiHH 
and terror of all. 

When Robespierre had finished actmg bis 
part of a high priest, the fraternal and sisterly 
festival immediately began. At a given signal 
fraternal and sisterly banquets were placed be* 
fore every lu)use in the street of St. Honore, 
and in all those near the Thuilleries and Palais 
Royal, as well as most others of* the capital. 
In all the public squares, in all the public 
gardens, in all the public places, banquets of 
a larger size were sprt^d at the expence of the 
Commune and of the Committee of Public 
Safety. The members of the National Con- 

* The whole of this narration is translated from Le Voyif-^nr 
Suisse, p. 017 and scq. 

ventibn 
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^'^ntion fraternized in thefr hall, the Jacobin# 
and the Cordeliers in theirs, "where sans-culotte 
sisters of known patriotism bad been invited. 
Ail the £ratemal and sisterly banquets, public 
as well' a» private, were deeomted* with festoons 
of natural fioWers ; and every brother and sister 
wore trircoloured ribaiids in abundance, and 
led caps covered their heads. Every passenger 
in the street vras, according to orders^ pressed 
hrfore every house to partake of wrhat the bun« 
^ets afforded ; of every thing except bread, 
which, as usual at that honrible period, all 
guests, whoever they weue, and however en- 
gaged, always carried with them in theiip 
pockets, as each citizen had the same md equal 
allowance of four ounces in twenty-four hottrs.f 

The .passenger and the visitor were^ plmtf- 
fttlly served with all the vegetables of the; sea- 
son, but umeasoned; as pepper and salt weMr 
scarce, dear, and by staunch saus-culotles 
judged aristocvatical superfluities. Vin ordi* 

* See Voyag^ar SuisM, page 317. Tift writer of tbii has 
often, during 1794 and 1795, dined even with the tichett 
bankers at Paris, vrho, howcTer, always accomx>anied their iii* 
vi\ations with a P S. of " You are expected, citizen, to briug 
joucxpwa bread with you.** 

F 3 nalre. 



:-I8 THE FEMALE PLUTARCH. 

miirc^ that ii? to say, conimou wine, which 
then soW at Puri^ for tour ]>eiu*c a bottle m as- 
yirnats, A\ hich lost 6cX) jht cent, was ]>enuitteil 
liy Koljespiorre to be drank in honour of a 
Supremo Bein.;'. 'Vhv dress of all the brothers 
and sistens was ]>I.iii); thou^:[h they, according 
to a written pennission of the commissaries 
of police, had leave to put ou and wear on tliat' 
diiy elean linen, the sisters to wash therasdv^,. 
and the brothers to shave, without iucurring thei 
suspieton of aristorracj-. > 

A forei^'ner of a neutral nation gives the foU 
lowing description of what he observed during; 
his rambles on that day. 

** The fraternal and sisterly banquets of ths 
National Convention, of the constituted autho*- 
rities, and of the clubs» were abundantly sup* 
plied with dishes, compared with those of the- 
mass of citizens. They were however either ; 
not relished, or suspicion of pois^on took away: 
the appetite, notwith>tanding that the brothen , 
weri' pressing the sisters, and the aisters invit- 
ing tlie brothers. Upon the whole it seemetl 
tobe the fraternity of Cain and Abel. Even 
the dessert of iVuit was lell untouched. If iin 
able aiti.^t lad delineated the tmits of all these 

persons^ 
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persons, every one, without knowing the ori- 
ginal, would have sworn that they were those 
of traitors, conspirators, plunderers, and mur- 
derers. Every brother, and even many of the 
sisters, were armed with pistols and daggers, 
which they did not conceal. Add to this, the 
revolutionary trophies, stained with blood, sur- 
rounding them ; the profane oaths that accom- 
panied every word they spoke, their brufeil and 
beastly conversation, and their indelicate and 
profligate gestures ; the tout ensemble indicated 
the determined perverters, instead of the phi- 
Jp^phical r^eneratorSy of the human race! 

•* Such was the tyranny even on this, day of 
lepublican festivity, that the brothers and sis- 
ters dining in the streets were not at liberty to 
quit their banquets before the constituted au- 
thorities left theirs, nor could they begin their 
fraternal and sisterly dances before the signal 
came from their sans-culotte superiors. - Every 
morsel they ate, every glass they drank, every, 
word they spoke, and every step they took, were 
all regulated beforehand ; and woe to them 
who dared to shew themselves neglectful or 
refractory! As to the dance of the brothers 
and sisters,— Oh, Holbein! how many new 

p 4 figures 
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figures would not those meagre, hollow, ene^ 
vated, and trembling republican slaves, have 
furnished for your dance of death ! 

" In the evening all Paris was illuminated : 
and on tlie discharge of artillery, were engraved 
on all churches and public buildings : ' The 
French people acknowledge a Supreme Being, 
and the immortality of the soul !* Over them, 
in still larger letters, were: * Liberty, Equa* 
lity, Fraternity, or death/"* 

* See Le Voyageur Suisse, p. SS5 And StS. In a note it is 
•tiid, that the 4.iy ended with numerous impirisOBmelits, and 
sntny of i\\t brothers and sisters before the aext evening were 
no more* 
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THE J£MALE ATHEIST. 



us tout paste, e.t tout meurt, tel est Tarietila tort ; 
L'lo^nt ou nous naisMBt est no pas vert U mort. 

THAT the hardened criminal should si* 
Iftice or repulse the clamour of his conscience, 
and in a trembling despair call< out " Tuebs 
18 KG COD !*' cannot be surprising; his enor- 
mities bid. defiance to a divinity; he cannot 
endure to think, of what he has such dreadful 
reason to fear; the very^ idea of an omnipotent 
God must to him be a hell upon earth. But 
that modest virtue,, pure morality, honour, . and 
loyalty^ should be misled- to embrace the 
shocking, despairing, and destructive tenets of* 
atheism, and disbelieve and deny^ a* remunerar* 
tor of good and evil, after all the abominations- 
witnessed in France since &e revolution, loudly 
proclaims the dangerous progress infidelity 

has 
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has made in tliat count ry» ns well as the dan- 
gerous cflccts of the sophistical notions disse- 
niinateil hi the works of a Voltaire, Rousseau » 
Diderot, Ilelvetius, Raynal, and other French 
philosophers. 

Susan Sor^'I had inherited from her parents 
property producing about nine thous;\nd livres 
(37ol.) per annum, near Metz, in ci-devant 
l.orrain. She had from her youth evincred an 
inclination for literary information and for a 
i^tudious life; and when at the age of twenty- 
five, by the death of her i)arents, she- became 
mistress of her fortune, nhe declined all of- 
fers of marriage entirely, to avoid all inter- 
ruption to the ^raiiiieation of her leading pas* 
sion for reading'. 'I'lie revolution, and the ftp 
mine and the horrors that accomi)anied it, 
gave her an opportunity to gain the admira- 
tion of all her neighbours by acts of genero- 
sity, thai announced a heart as tender and libe*' 
ral as a mind noble and philanthropic She 
not only distributed among the poor all her 
puperlluities, but frc(iuently refused herself the 
nece8sari<\s of life to relieve suflering humanity, 
^he paid no visits, and received but little com- 
i)any. Tliouyh she never went to church her- 
self. 
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selfi she advised heit servants never to neglect 
mass or vespers. She frequently presented the 
curate of her parish with liberal donations; 
and when in the beginning of 1794 the repub-^ 
licans proscribed and pursued him with "all 
other christian priests, she, at the risk of her 
own life, concealed him in her house, and paid 
the same attention and respect to him as if 
she had belonged to his flock, or been one of 
ihe £Eiithiul. Four days before her death sh^ 
"presented him with a purse containing one 
hundred louis-d'ors, and a passport wfaidi 
Would cany him safe to .Germa^^ for wlikrh 
she had paid the same sum.* 

On the eist of May 1794, she invited forty- 
feur children of her neighbours to a dinner smd 
ball, which continued till past midnight* She 
seemed not only composed and tranquil,- but 
lively and gay, partaking with pte^ure'ift^the 
enjoyments and amusements of innocence^ knd 
yonth. When they retwed she gave tl^^ 
each a louis-d'or in money, to be spent when 
monarchy was restored in France^ and six yards 

* This namtion is extracted from Lcs Annaies da Tenoiismey 
p. 301, 502, and c03. 
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of white riband to decorate themselves with on ] 
thi^ same occasion.* 

A few weeks before » she had caused a imall 
summer-house, or rather hut of dry wood, to be 
cfinstructcd in her ganlen, which she furnished 
in a neat and plain manner. Half an hour 
gfter the children had left her, the gardener 
heard reports of pistols, and looking out ob- 
sen'cd the hut on fire on all sides ; and before 
he could procure any Mratcr or assistance to ex- 
tinguish it, the hut was consumed, and Made- 
moiselle Sorel reduced to ashen. She probably 
had this hut built only to serve her as a funeral 

pile.t 

As soon as it was day-light the servants seat 
for the justice of peace (in France they have 
no coroners), who, after taking an inventory of 
her eflVcts, put a seal on the house. He found 
u|K)n the table in her study a letter addressed 
to himself. In it &ihe made him a present of 
fifty louis*d*ors, desiring him to have her aslies 

^ Lrs Annalrt du TrrmrUm^, pAf« rOt. 

t IbiJ. not. In Rwuoil d*Anecdute!i, p. 7t iiid 79, this 
arvfcdotr it alio tfUted nrai-ly in Oie ji.ime maiintr u in the 

•thrr work . 
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eoUedei to be thrDWii iBto the river Moidler 
She mfomied him that it was not bgr aeddent 
imt by.derign^ that she had bitnied the hut and 
kentii, hunag Aoiem thai dealh aa the moal 
ifreeable aod the meet dean in departing 
§nm a world she detested so moc^, that she 
prafiemd to it even an arniihilation^ of whicA 
she was certain. She stated that, nst to s«c« 
vivediedqrshe bad cafanijr fixed on finr hes 
cut« 4ie Ind set the hut on fire befbfe she shoA 
|Misei£ Sheaskedhim to have her kstwia 
send at the department, as wdl as the papcia 
nooompaigring it, some of whieb she hpped 
would give oonsdation to Ae wietched, and 
cxpbin aod palliate her conduct to the good 
nod loyaJL 

XT LAST WILL AHD TES^AJTSnT*. 

*' In the name of no God! I, Snsan; Sold, 
sound in mind and body, do beqneath all wy 
landed property and estate, nil my hoosdiold 
lumttore, money, aod valuables; in few words, 
every thing that can be called mine upon earth, 
(after two years Wages have been paid to each 
of my servants)* to his Majesty the king of 
Fiance and Navarre^ Louis XVIL or his 

heirs 
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heirs and successors, to be disposed of by bim 
or by them, as he or they judge and thfmfi: 
proper, to some unfortunate sufferer whom the 
revolution has ruined for his attachment to his 
lawful sovereign. Until the restoration of. 
royalty, Nicholas Nerein and Jacques Meunteri 
my neighl)ours, whom I appoint my executors, 
are requested to see that my lands ari well 
cultivated and my rents paid; and to distri^ 
bute the same to the full amount among all* thi 
poor of our parish, deducting only' six hrni^ 
dred llvres (951.) a year each for their trouUe. 
They, may either let or occupy themselves 
my principal dwelling, upon condition of 
keeping it in the best possible repair, until it 
with every thing else can be delivered up to the 
rightful owner ; such a one as is nominated by 
the first Bourbon who is acknowledged a King 
qF France and Navarre. Written, signed. Had 
sealed by myself, at ten o'clock in the* mornings 
May Slst, 1794 ; or, in the republican jitigooj 
rioreal 30th, year 11. of the republic, one oiid 

indivisible. • - \/^* 

(Signed) 'ivri.) 

*' SUSAN SOREL.;', (l.».J^3 

♦ Les Annales du Torrdrismc, p. 902f '"•■-*'• 
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** The world has never- been creafed, butf 
produced by incomprehensible, mechanical 
causes and occurrences, and has by degrees 
become nearly as it is^ It will remain with 
little yariation in the same state to all eter- 
nity. 

" A God is the invention of fear, and the 

f • • 

i^ol of folly and ignorance. I too iti my 
youth worshipped a God, adored his Son, 
prayed to a virgin-mo^Ji^r, and knelt before- 
human saints. I too confessed; iasted, siib-' 
jccted myself to m6rt!fications, artd- wore re-' 
lies. I too attended church, followed proces- 
sions, prostrated myself before the host, sung 
hymns, and made vows. My sincere piety, my* 
airdent devotion, was first shaken by seeing fhfe^ 
prosperity of crime, the sufferings of innocence, ■ 
and the tnisforhmes tif Tirtue. '*. * 

" When I saw the best and most virtuous^ 
khig that ever ruled France, in return for his 
pure and patriotic wishes to make his subject^ 
free and happy,* Rewarded by ingratitude,' 
msnlts,' and .painsME said, No^ thefe is na 
God! - 

« When 
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^ When bis Io>-al life-giMur^vrere miirdeted> 
in doing their <iuty» and their known asaassins 
lemained unpu»i:ihed-— I said^ No» there is-no- 
God! 

' *' When this good king was caniad to. 
Paris, and there detained a prisoner by those 
very subjects to whom he had offered liberty^. 
and outrage was added to confinernent— 4 sud,, 
Nx>y there is no God ! 

** When with his nobly resigned queen and» 
family 9 he was arrested and ill-treated in a. 
jpuoiey he had undertaken to restore order fo 
his kingdom, and tranquillity and happlnesa 
to his subjects— 4. said. No, no,, there ia no 
God!. 

** When first treacherously, assaulted in hit. 
own pakice,. and aftenvards barbarously drag- 
ged from, the throne he was so worthy to oo» 
cupy« to a prison his virtues purified and aano*-. 
tified — No! no! no! said I,, there can be no. 
Godl 

*' When, in the course of a few. months, . his? 
innocent blood was shed by the handa of crk 
nuuals on a scafTold erected for ariminala— 
It is impossible,, said. I^ it is impossible there 
can be any God ! 

"When 
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** When I «aw honour and loyalty bleeding 
and flyings &^ robbws, rebels, and regicides 
victorioiis — No! no ! said I, there is no Godl 

' ' When I saw altars erected to Marat, and 
beard that his saDgmnary accomplices pro- 
noyooed his apotheosis, without being crushed 
by the thunder of heaven-— No ! no! no ! said 
I, there is no God ! . / 

** When I read that a prostitute was wot* 
shipped upon an altar consecrated to a God who 
did not rerenge this sacrilegious outrage---No t 
no! said I, there is no God! 

MThen Marie Antoinette, whose courage* 
sttflfeiings, and resignation, were so great and 
io edifying, and whose &ult8 and errors wtrt 
ao few and so exaggerated, ascended the same 
acaflbid where her royzl consort Louis XVL 
had bkd— *No I no ! no { said I,, there is na 
God! 

'* When the model of female virtue and 
fNurity, of religious sanctity, of parental and 
sisterly heioism, the xoyal Priooess Madame 
Elizabeth, was condemned by regicide mur* 
deren to die lik^ the parricide or assassinr-«No t 
no! no! said I, there never has been,, there 
never can be a God I 
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*' It is time, said I, to depart from a world 
where every thing vile, i^rrupt, aad guilty, id 
fortunate, and where every thin&r elevated^ 
goofi, generous, and honourable, i» vnretched. 
If there is anotlier world, what have 1 to ap- 
prehend? My life is pure; the blood of no 
being liave I shed ; the property of no person 
have I plundered ; the riglits of no individual 
have I invaded, and the reputation of no- per- 
son have I injured. I may therefore, said I; 
reduce myself to ashes, to annihilation, with aB 
much indifference as I strip myself of my gav^ 
ment when I undress to go to bed. Should a 
God, a supernatural being, whom I am vdN 
able to coinpidiend or to believe m; fWbidd 
he really exist, and havQ cventad ' stidv.' irilt 
creatures as man and woman', I^^-JmiiiblevQf 
Ikm no shame, no disgrace to hiS'Work; Iblrii 
performance! Though not confiding infkW 
injfself, I liave not only iidtprefiebteddHgr b(M|7 
from doing ^o, but have diMteura^eJbaGtf invi 
Joined many to trudt.iA hb jttMki^«iaJlllit»ldt 
bounty. It is ako true, T obscnreii tiMttcUnU 
I thus advised had neither; energy of clfikTMltl^* 
nor str^^ngtli of mind, to see in tiieliistive^ 

■■♦ omtf 
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every thing inferior, equal, and above them.* 
For their repose they required 80md terrificr 
superior-— a Robespierre in tlie heavens to boyt 
to, TO TRKMBLE befone.*'* 

To my young neighbours^ whose innocent en* 
joyments made my last hours so happy, and 
^'^ journey into the shades of oblivion S9 
easy* 

•'Sweet children! die soon, or misety is 
your lot; die soon, or you will deplore exist- 
ence as a curse. Die soon, or the assassin's 
dagger will stab you, the poisoned tooth of 
the calumniator wound you ; or, what is worse, 
and more insupportable, the arrow of wretched? 
ness will pierce your tender bosom withouff 
kifltng yoii, suspend you fov years between 
cbclstence and annihilation, and leave you justr 
enough of life, to feel all its horrors. Die? 
s^n, or you will, like myself, wittiess thlii^ 
tirliat disgraces human nature prciapeiflK, -wha* 
degrades it succeeds. Die soon, ot- yoii willf 

* See Leg Annales du Terrorlsme| p. SOS} and Recueil 
d*Anecdotcs, p, 73. 

see 
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see modesty trampled upon by impertinent «r 
rude audacity^; folly and impertinence tjmuH 
nize over wisdom and prudence; and vinpcH 
nished ferocity intimidate equally the brave 
and the coward, the good and the bad, the 
virtuous and the wicked. Die soon, or yon 

■ 

will die a thousand times before you expirei 
ToBi£ JSMOTUiNG ; you must all die soontT or 
later : it is only the agony of d^th that is ter- 
rible, insuflcrable.* 

^' To my good neighbours y NichoIiU Nerein md 

Jacques Meuuier. 

*^ My will and the charge entrusted to yoir, 
my friends, prove how sincerely I esteem yM*. 
and my confidence in you. Shew youtadvci- 
worthy of it by discharging your duly fridK 
&lly. You know since the death of i^jf 
nephews I have no relations, left : I thcvefbvr 
do not infringe on the ties of consai^^uinUj^i 
in presenting my offering to loyalty.. AstlM' 
last proof of my friendship fos you bothi whea 
tired of living, I bequeath you my emn^ 

* Lci Anntleidtt Terrociime, p. 301. 
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lying. Embrace your tmes md children on 
I fiartof your and their departed fnend, 

••SUSAN SOREL/'» 

rhe department of the Moselle, instead of 
proving of the will of Susan Sorely consi* 
^ her as an enemy of the republic^ who by 
cide had prevented the effect of national 
iice, and therefore confiscated her property 
the benefit of the nation. Nicholas Nerein 
i Jacques Meunier they caused to be ar- 
ded as suspected, and delivered up to the 
r<rfutionaiy tribunal, which condemned them 
th^to death as accomplices of Susan SoreL 
^sy were executed on the 28th of May, 

94.t 

On the back of the paper containing what 
eodled HEK LAST CREED, wcrc Written the 
lowing lines: 

On a Tue souyent des ath^es 
Veitucux malgr^ leurs erreurt : 
Leurs opinion infect^es 
I^'avoienft point infccUs leurs moBurs. 

* Lcs AnnaleB da Terrorisme, p 503. 
t Ibid. p.303| and Rcc\)eil d*AnccdoteS|p. 72. 

Spiaosa 
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Le Dkeu que sou esprit coupaUe 
Avoit foUcment comb«ttu» 
Prenaiit pUi6 de sa foiblessei 
liUi laissa rhumain sagesse, 
Kt lei' ombres de U ^trtu.* 

* See the last ivork^ and the tame pagCi la the note. 
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L.YONESE HEROINES AND REYOLUTIONAIIY 

SUFFER SaS. 

FEUCITE CHAUSSEE, 

T}11^ GBNBROUS llirORM£R. . 



GUILT unfortunately too often assumes 
tilt: musk of innocence, aiul vice frequently 
ilisguises itself in the garb of virtue : but it 
very ^eUlom happens, at least such examples 
mi*e scarce iu history, that persons possess suf* 
ficient strength of mind or noble resignation 
to enable them to endure contempt and scorn, 
calumny and insults, in performing the most 
hazardous services and the most generous 
offices ; and courageously expose . thems^lyef 
to certain contempt and loss of character, ii^ 
tlie uncertain pK^spect of succeeding lu theif 
endeavours, or to survive their disgrace and 
dishonour. / 

France sinqe the revokitioR^ bas witiies8e4 

the 
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the perpetration of the most abominable atro- 
cities, but she has also beheld the most sub- 
lime acts of self-denial, of liberality, of ecm- 
passion, of affection, and of tenderness ; and, 
to the honour of the sex, women have been 
heroines, where men have shewn themselTef 
assassins, traitors, cowards, and slaves. Wirei 
who hated husbands to whom they had been 
we^lded against their inclination, and dauf^- 
ters neglected and ilUused by parents whom 
they regarded as their tyrants, have flown to 
prisons infected with disease, oir ascended scai^ 
folds inundated with blood, to lengthen the dayi, 
to alleviate the pains, or. to share the fete of 
those whom whenr in prosperity they detested 
or accused, but when in adversity they admired 
and defended. 

During revolutions, in times of civil troiK 
bles, amidst proscriptions and all the miseij 
which ever accompanies successful rebellion, 
the friendship of woman is as much preferable 
to that of man, as light is to darkness. A wo- 
man identifies herself with the suiferer she 
pities; her acute feelings penetrate into his 
wants, his foibles, and his hopes ; his existence 
becomes her own, she lives and expires with 

him. 
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fciin. Oh Providence! ;as it will probably be 
my destiny fco perish by the hands of revolu- 
tionaiy assassins, let me in my last inoments 
be blessed with such a friend, with such a con* 
soler ! 

At Lyfens resided a rich, and of vourse re- 
i|>ectable, silk-manufacturer, of the name of 
•GiTcrte. He had at twenty-one niarried a 
widow twenty years older jhan himself, not 
because he loved her, but because her for- 
tune was ample ! By this marriage he had a 
single daughter, whose feelings he judged to 
be the same as his own ; and therefore, without 
her advice or-consent, before she was eighteen, 
he bestowed her hand on another rich manu- 
facturer, Mr. Chaussfee, a man of twice her 
age. This union was so much the more re- 
pugnant to Fclicite, as her husband was care- 
less in his person, disagreeable in his manners, 
and avaricious in the extreme; and she had 
fixed her choice^ on another, a young man 
of her own age, then absent as a commercial 
traveller, Mr. ChausscH. finding himself dis- 
liked, and, not having claims to much delicacy, 

* 

treated as a servant a person of a most sensible 

and delicate mind, whom parental authority 

YOL. Ji. ^ *nd 
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and filial duty had made his wife. But not- 
withstanding his brutiility, her conduct was 
j)ure and irreproachable ; she was the model 
of suhniij^sion to wives, as fche had before been 
of obedienc'j to daughters. 

When the revol-.iiion broke out, her father 
and mother were no more, and her Imbband, 
with most oIIkt UiLU of property, was alarm- 
ed, and did not approve of the atteuipts 
of bankrupt innovators and corrupted cou* 
spirators to produce a general overthrov/. He 
was therefore noted an aristocrat, and as such 
his name was pkiced on the blood-stained pages 
of destruction by the French patriots and ja- 
cobins. Chance also made him acquainted 
with some of the emigrants residing at the 
court of Turin, whose correspondence with 
lluir friends and adherents in France he had 
the imprudence to receive and to forward, 
niough from cowardice he feigned illness 
during the siege of Lyons in 171)3, and by it 
avoided doin^ military duty, he contributed 
pecuniary assistance to those who carried arms 
against the repubhcan banditti. After the 
latter had by fraud obtained possession of the 
city, he, together with ail the other rich citi- 
zens. 
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sens, was arrested, and deprived of all access 
-or consolation of his friends. He could not 
be accused of being araiong the loyal and 
armed Lyonese rebels; but as his great weaUh 
was known, it was necessary to invent some 
excuse or other- for seizing and plundering him 
of it. • 

Collpt d'Herbois and Fouche (now Buona- 
parte's minister of police) were the members 
of the regicide national convention, who actedt 
as national depjaties at Lyons. They weresurr 
-rounded with <aruel and greedy accomplices/ 
and employed numerous ^^s ta discover and 
denounce some real of imaginary crimes 
against those whom they wanted to dispatch. 
These were soon informed that Chaui9s6e had 
been suspected of corresponding with em!*- 
grants, and that he lived upon indifferent terms 
with his wife In his papers, whicji had beea' 
seized, nothing was found that could imply 
guilt; but the revolutionary judges ordered 
Madame Cliaussee to appear before them, in 
expectation that matrimonial vengeance would 
be the consequence of matrimonial complaints. 
To thrs order she submitted with great seeming 
pleasure. Arrived before the judicial assassins, 

Q 2 she 
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ishc was asked whether she would subscribe to 
the only possil)le ineiuis to i^scape death herseIC 
that of becoming an informer against her hus- 
band? She answered, ** tliat she wanted ne 
threats to induce her to desire an emanGipation 
from those cfmjugal ties which had been formed 
under the most inauspicious circunistances,and» 
contrary to her own inclination. That sh^there- 
fore willingly came forward to denounce her 
liusband, and to be a witness against him, ITiat 
if they would permit her to be confronted with 
him, he should fnid himself confounded and 
convicted at once.** But republican tyrants 
being e({ually suspicious and unjust, slie was 
notwithstanding tliis declaration, detained in a 
separate room until the next day, when her 
husband appearefi before the tribunal of blood* 
Her supposed infamous and unnatural be- 
haviour, when it came to be known, excited 
general animadtersion. She was loaded with 
i-eproaclicj^, shunned by her fellow-prisoners, 
and all Lyons held her out as a Wretch, base 
as well as wicked. Even her own maid, whom 
she had brought up from infancy, refused to 
have any further connesption with such a mis- 
tress; 
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treses; and wrote a tetter, telling her, among 
otli^r severe reproaches, that though infamy 
sicquitted virtue of all forced obligations, ?he 
€0uld not survive the idea of owing gratihule 
to the basest of her sex., and that tberf fore 
that day should be her last on which lur mas- 
ter ceased to live. Two of her cou:?ins sent her 
messages to the same purport; and informed' 
her, that after her present treachery, she must 
no longer consider tliem as relatives, but as ac- 
quaintances, who both despised and detested' 
her. 

The next dav, when she ascended the Ftair- 
case of the hall of tlie Revolutionary Tribunal,, 
she was met bv her nurse and foster-mother, 
who, almost suflbcated with her tears, and 
nearly fainting from indignant feeling, had 
only strength enough to utter these words: 
•* I have nursed a viper. Had I known yont?* 
venom, you sholild have been strangle in your 
cradle." On every side she saw signs of scorn, 
in every face she read* looks of abhorrence and 
the hootings of the populace accompanied her 
before the jud;;es. They were obliged ta order 
the gi^ns-d'armes to surround and protect her 

H 3 from 
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from personal violence, and perhaps from being 
tori) to pieces, so highly were tiie i^pectaton? 
ixasperated against her. 

At this trlbunul then presided a man of the 
nil me of Pairein, notorious in the annals of 
J. ]eii( h republican barbarity. This villaiii» 
tme of tlic mosyi infamous and sanguinary cha- 
i^ictcrs prodiutid by the French revolutioni. 
had previou.sly been struck out of the roll of 
attornies for several frauds which he had com* 
mitted. In 1790 he associated with some 
forgers of assignats, whom he after^vards de- 
nounced, and for which the National Assembly 
1)11 the 5th of May 1791 gave him a gratifica- 
tion of twelve thoub-and livres. He acted ia 
September 1792 as judge-assassin in the prisons 
at Paris and at Versailles. For these exploits he 
xvas made a general, and in that character 
headed several military commissions in La 
Vendee, particularly one at Saumur ; where ia 
tiiree weeks he ordered three thousand and fifty 
two women and children to be drowned, 8hot» 
or guillotined. These patriotic deeds pro- 
cured hini the friendship of Fouche, who 
made him president of the revolutionary tri* 
buual at Lyons, which surpassed in cruelties 

all 
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aft those he formeriy had directed. Heis noi^ 
a general under Buonaparte^ a»d a commander 
of his legion of honour.* . » 

It was before this man that Madame 
Chausste presented herself as an informer 
against her husband. When in his presence, . 
fihe was exhorted and encouraged by Part«fa> 
to declare what she knew, or what her patriot^ 
ism had to denounce against the prisoner. 
She was reminded that communities are of 
older date than marriages— that cttnaens ex» 
istcd before husbands; that she was bom t 
female citizen of her country, France,, be- 
fore she was the wife of her countryman; 
Chaussee. . She was admonished not to' bt 
intimidated by the threats or insults of the ig^ 
norant populace, but to sen^e and sav^ her 
country, and to- renounce all other sentii' 
ments but those of patriotism » ot*'liberty, and 
equality. . - " 

She then began a story vequally diffuse apii 
improbable. Among other things she asserted, 
that her husband had made several journeys td 

* See Dictionnaire Biograpblque^ toL III. art. Pafirtiii$ 
md Les Annaies du Terrorisme, p. 414. . - . 

Q 4 Turin^ 
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7*iirin, and to Coblentz; and that during tAe 
^!^•;^e he held concealed Count d'Artois in their 
hoiise> and afterwards purchased him a pass to 
esciifje to Toulon, at that time intheoccupa- 
tion of the Knglibli troops. Being ordered to 
answer these grave accusations, Air. Chauss^e 
said: " Being bent upon my destruction, I am 
almost inclined to believe that my wife's 
wickedness has deprived hrr of her veason. I 
am ready to prove by a hundred witnesses the 
falsity of every one of her statements/' "You 
would not dare to contradict me," interrupted 
Madame Chaussee, '* were you not certain 
that all your papers in the secret closet of the 
chimney had been burnt,** At these words her 
Imsband fainted away ; and upon the propcsat 
of Couchand, one of the members of the revo» 
lutionary tribunal, his trial was put oil* to the 
next day, when even several jacobins came for- 
ward, and declared that to their knowledge 
citizen Chauss6e had never been absent from 
Lyons, for the last five years, for forty-eight 
hours together. His wife's own cousins swore 
that they resided with him during the whole 
nicge ; and that no stranger, much less Count 
d'Artois, had entered his house. To the great 

rejoicings 
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• * « 

rejoicings of all persons present, he was tnere^ 
fore acquitted ; and upon the demand of the 
public accuser, the tribunal took into conside- 
ration w hat punishment could be adequate to 
the inveteracy and perjury of his wife,— •*• T<r 
the guillotine! to the guillotine, with th^ 
worthless woman,'* resounded from all sides, 
both within and without doors ; and sentence of 
death was goiiig to be pronounced, when Parreiu 
observed, that such a severity might discourage 
real patriots from informing against aristocrats or 
federalists ; and that his opinion was therefore, ^ 
Uiat the female citizen Chaussee should be ex-» 
posed on the scailbld of the guillotine during 
the execution of the seventy-two ii^dividuals 
condenmed that morning to death, and placed 
in such a manner as to be besprinkled with 
their blood. This opinion the tribunal changed 
into a sentence, and it was carried into efi'ect 
amidst all the outrages that a savage aaid in- 
human mot) could or dared to inflict, 

LXuriug this hard test of virtue, Madame 
Chaussee was as calm, as unmoved, as re|8igued,.. 
Atul as contented, qis if she had been in her v 
^vvn house amidst those friends and relations 
tvho had so long and so j ustly esteemed her,, 

Q 6 but . 
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but whose society she wtxs bow obliged to re- 
linquii?h for ever, if she would not undo what 
sl»e had so nobly achieved, the preservation 
of the life of her husband. So universal was 
the projudice and hatred against her, that al- 
though it was a cold and riiiny night in Decem- 
ber 1793, nobody in Lyons would shelter her 
from the inclemency of the weather ; and she 
found no refuge but in a \yooT cottage at two- 
leagues distance. From thence she sent a note 
to her husband, advising him to demand an 
immediate divorce, which he easily obtained.. 
She also gave her address at Paris, where he 
might send her some succours. Either insen- 
sible of, or not comprehending the motive of 
his wife's generous behaviour, or perhaps, for 
fear of ex posing himself, he never wrote to her. 
For nine months however she supported with 
the same firmness, ingratitude and poverty, a 
lost reputafion and a distressed solitude: but 
then the reign of terror had ceased at Lyons ; 
the guillotine was then no longer the order of 
the (lay, ami her husband was out of all danger. 
Disgusted with the world, or tired of her suf- 
fermgs, t^he determined on the 19th of October 
1794 to put an end to her life. For mere subsist- 
ence 
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ence she had already parted with all her trinkets 
and iD02>t of her cloihes ; and on that morning 
she exchanged her wedding-ring for an old 
pistol » which she loaded and discharged 
through her head in a retired part o£ the 
garden of die Luxemburgh. In her pocket 
was a short letter addressed to her cousin 
Julia Santiere : ** I die," said she, •* as I have 
IiTed, worthy of your esteem and friendship. 
Acquainted with the weak mind of my hus-' 
band, that his death would be certain had the 
pa[>ers secreted in the chimn^* t>een found, ' 
and ail means of communicating with him be- 
ing cut off, to inform liim of their destruction, 
I assumed the basest of all base characters. As 
long as Robespierre lived, this explanation ta 
my dearest beloved friend might have been fatal 
to a husband I never had reason to like ; whom 
I pitit'd ; but who I fear has no claim to my 
esteem. What am I to think of him who hav- 
ing my address, and enjoying my property, 
leaves me without news, and without support? 
I forgive hiin with all mv soul I WitlKHit him* 
I should niver have known that in a virtuous 
heart pity is the first and most disinterested of 
all passions. 1 intended once last week to go 

Q 6 back 
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from personal violence, and perhaps from being 
torn to pieces, so highly were the spectators 
exasperated against her. 

At this tribunal then presided a man of the 
nnme of Panein, notorious in the annals of 
TreiM h republican barbarity. This villain^ 
une of the most infamous and sanguinary cha- 
racters produced by the French revolution^ 
had ))reviously been struck out of the roll of 
attornies for several frauds which be had com« 
mitted. In 1790 he associated with some 
forgers of assignats, whom he afterwards de- 
nounced, and for which the National Assembly 
nu the 6th of May 1791 gave him a gratifica- 
tion of twelve thousand livres. He acted ia 
September 1792 as judge-assassin in the prisons 
at Paris and at Versailles. For these exploits he 
was made a general, and in that character 
headed several military commissions in La 
Vendee, particularly one at Saumur ; where in- 
three weeks he ordered three thousand and fifty 
two women and children to be drowned » shot, 
or guillotined. These patriotic deeds pro-- 
cured him the friendship of Fouche, who 
made him president of the revolutionary tri* 
buual at Lyons, which surpassed in cruelties 

aU 
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THE FEMALE COLONEL. 



DURING the years 1795, 1793, and 1794, ^ 
the armies were iu France regarded as the 
safest refuge both against the guillotine and 
against the famine then ravaging that guilty 
but unfortunate country. To escape a death 
too long and too lingering 'by hunger, or an 
exit too expeditious by the revolutionary- axe, 
not only a^ number of young and valiant men, 
but many young and amiable women, preferred 
the fatigues of marches, the dangers of battles,, 
the inconveniences of encampments, and the 
hazards of the f\XQ and swords of eaemies.on 
the frontiers, to the fmtemity of brothers and 
friends^ in an interior, subject to the tyranny of -■ 
merciless terrorists. 

The virtuous Pichegru frequently said that his 
best recruiting officers in 1793 were Citizen GuiW 
^ lotine ^ 
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lotin^ and Citizen Famine; that out of one hun- 
dred thousand men he was indebted to therft 
upon an average for sixty thousand at least. 
They sent I>ampierre to be killed near Valen- 
ciennes, and Custine, Houchard, Biron, and 
Beauharnois to be guiJlotined at Paris. By them 
the royalists Andreossi and Dumas were forced 
to assume a republican livery, and by them Mo- 
reau wiis compelled to combat for the assassins 
of his father and of his king. It excites astonish- 
ment to reflect on the number of royalists they 
sent to fight for a repiibhc they detested, and to " 
die for a cause they abhorred.. 

After the massacre of the unfortunate pri- 
soners in September 1792, two young persons 
residing in the section of the Luxembourg at 
Paris enlisted in a battalion of volunteers 
marching towards the Rhine. They would ac- 
cept of no bounty ; but required instead the 
written promise that they should not be sepa* 
rated, but serve in the same corps, and if pos- 
sible in the same raniv, as they were brothers 
as strongly attached to each other by fraternal 
affection, as to their country by true patriotism. 
Their names they gava in as Adolphus and 
Louis La Ray. 

Tit 
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The next day after^their engagement, they 
quitted the capital , and within a fortnight ' 
joined the army headed by General Custine. 
They there cVinced such tiaits of genius and , 
valour, that the commander in chief in a feni^ 
weeks promoted them both to the Fank of aip- 
tains ; a rqink insignificant at that time jn the- 
republican aimies, where not many persons of 
education were to be found. Some of the new 
republican generals, and most of the lepublicanr 
^ officers, could neither write nor read. ' ' 

On the 2d of December 1792, when the- 
Prussians, or rather the Hessians, commanded 
by the late king of Prussia, carried Franckfort 
. on the Maine by assault, Adolphus La Ray 
was killed, and Louis severely wounded, which 
procured him leave to repair to Strasburgh fop^ - 
a cure. He bad not been there long before 
he was joined by his wife, who in a month ' 
afterwards was brouglU to bed of a fine boy.-- 
The satis&ction they felt for tliis occurrence 
v^s but of short duration. The arrival of St* 
Just and some other terrorists and representa^- 
tives of the people at that city, in the sum- 
mer of 1793, prevented Captain La Ray from - 
obtaining a perfect cure ; being, notwithstand- 
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iug tt)e weak state of hid health » ordered by. 
them to depart for the army under General 
Carteaux, in march against Marseilles^ and the 
insurgents in the soutii of France. In the de^ 
(cat of the Marseiilois troops he distinguished- 
himself no much as to be advanced to a Chief 
de Bcittailor^ or Lieutenant«colonel on the field 
of battle. As such he commanded a corps 
during the siege of Toulon, where being agaia 
wounded in the head during a sortie from one 
of the outer forts, he was taken prisoner by a de- 
tachment of Spaniards, but was rescued by the 
French, who finally repulsed the enemy. After 
many entreaties of his wife, who always accom- 
panied him, he at last obtained leave of absence 
to reside at Avignon, instead of being shut up inr 
the military hospital at Marseilles. 

He liad however scarcely been six weeks 
at Avignon, before Toulon was evacuated by 
the combined powers, and he received orders 
instantly to head his battalion marchmg under 
General Dugomier against Spain. At the 
battle of Alberdes^ on tl^e first of May 1794^ 
after having two horses killed under him, and 
the calf of his leg shot away, he was made a 

prisoner. 



LOUISA LA RAY. 3*« 

ppisoner. As soon as his situation was known 
to his wife, she asked and received permission 
to join and attend her husbands Being ex- 
changed in tiie beginning of ifofi^ he was ap- 
pointed a Chef de Bdgade or Colonel, and em- 
ployed as such in the army of the Sambre and 
Meuse. After, the passage^ of the Rhine near 
Dusseldorff, he was again wounded in the at« 
tack on that city, after evincing the most 3ur* 
prising traits of valour, and obtaining the 
commendation of General Jourdan, who gave 
him leave to repair for the cure of his wounds 
to Aix-la-Chapelle. In three montlis he was 
however sufficiently recovered to resume hia 
station, and to collect, the remnants of his re- 
giment on the left bank of the Rhine, after 
the army under Jourdan had, by the victories 
of the Archdukfe, been not only defeated, but 
almost dispersed on the right bank of that 
ri^er. 

The impolitic armistice granted by Austria 
to France, in October 1795, put a stop to hosti- 
lities until June 179(5, when he again crossed the 
Rhine under Moreau, and penetrated into the 
interior of Germany as far as Munich, where 

in 
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in the attack on the troops under the Austrian 
general Nauendorff, he was wounded in the 
arm. General Moreau, in his official reports, 
often speaks very favourably of Colonel La Ilay, 
v/ho continued to merit the approbation of his 
chief during the famous retreat through the Black 
Forest in September and October 17iK), though 
TV'ith his left arm in a sling. 

When, in November following', General 
Dessaix was made commandant of the fort of 
Kehi, and the Tete du Pont opposite Strasburgh, 
Colonel Ray was among the officers he chose to 
ser^e under him. Here an end was put to this 
officer's military career as well as to his life.— 
In a so: tie against tlie Austrians on the Sd of 
December he was mortally wounded, and being 
brought to Strasburgh, he there expired in a 
few hours. But what must have been the sur- 
prise of all present on undressing Colonel La 
Ray, to find in this valiant warrior a female 
covered with nunierous wounds ! 

The pretended wife of this pretended hus- 
band, had, on hearing his situation, been 
seized with a fit, and carried atrfiost lifeless 
into another room while her friend was expir- 



log. 
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iiifi:, otherwise this ttlHcovery would prpbably 
nevf'r have bteii made. T\\\h occurrence ex- 
cited th(j more curiosity; tud occasioned so 
many more iu(|uirio8 to be made, ua tlie pretend- 
ed widow ha<l with her two children, who had 
been baptized and inscribed in tlie municipal 
regi»terHi as Hons of Colonel Louis La Ray. In 
a weel« however this mysteiy was cleared up i 
us the murcliionesH de St. L— », the real nama 
of Madame Ln Ray, had sufficiently recovered 
to explain and prove all the particulaiis of Iblft 
mysterious ailuir. 

Adolphus La Kay« who had been killed be* 
fore Frankfort, was the younger brotlier of 
the Duke of F— — , married in 1701 to Louisa 
the Countess de la V— -— , the younger Mster o£ 
the marchioness. Included with all other per* 
eons of their ranlc and wealth in the cruel pro* 
icriptions of the republicans, they were under 
the necet'slty of concealing their reepeotiva 
names and situations, by entering among the 
yoluntcern marching towards the frontiers, 
where tliey hoped to fmd to opportunity ta 
cnjiprate, 

The death of her husband, and what hhfi^ 

heard 
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heard of the insults, ill-ttC atments, and miseiT, 
to which her exiled coiinliymen were exposed, 
made the countess resolve to continue in the 
republican service. In revenging the death of 
her husband and in ser\ing her countrj^, uhe 
endeavoured also to ussi^t the distressed emi* 
gfants ; and as much as lay in her power, to* 
avenge their sufferings, by chastising those 4in- 
generous German princes and unfeeling sub* 
jects who rewarded with unkindness, contempt^ 
and persecution, the zeal and fidelity oT those 
loyal men, who, faithful to their God and their 
king, had sacrificed a home for exile, and af- 
fluence for distress. 

She left behind her a list of all those enii^ 
grants whom she had saved or -assisted in« 
France as well as in Germany and S|>ain ; she 
related that to be enabled to carry them sup* 
port or to preserve them from death, she hacf . 
often put on her female dress, that she might 
thus attired the better escape suspicion or de- 
nunciation. . Twice had she however been- 
arrested by the guards of the prisons ; but in. 
making herself known as Colonel La Ray, 
such was the admiration of the troops of her/ 

couiage 
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courage and humanity, that she was not only 
released, but the very guards helped her in 
^her kind ^nd benevoient undertakings and 
performances. 

But she was esteemed by the officers as 
much as she was beloved by the men, who 
were all greatly disappointed when, in the 
spring of 1796, she declined the rank of a ge- 
neral of brigade, for which General ^Moreau 
had recommended her to the Directory. She 
refused it for fear of not being able to conceal 
her sex so well in that rank, where she would 
have been attended and surrounded by aider 
de-camps and officers of the staff, as while a 
colonel, when she needed not to admit other 
officers than those she chose, and when she 
was prepared to receive them. 

She asserted at the same time that being in 
her heart a sincere friend of royalty, and a con- 
stant adherent of the house of Bourbon, she 
always attempted to gain the confidence and 
friendship of those generals in chief under 
whom she served ; not, as iflany of her comrades 
first suspected, from any ambitious motivcf^, 
iiut to 4ii^d out whether any of them had ho- 
nour. 
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nour, firmness, and character enough, to play 
in France the parts of a General Monk. She 
was however greatly disappointed. Though 
not one of them was a republican, and all ridi^ 
culed and despised the lepublican form of go- 
vernment, yet none of them possessed those 
great and united talents absolutely necessary 
for men who pretend to conduct the spirit of a- 
nation agitated by so many opposite interests to 
the wish of altering an unusual crisis, and to ooii« 
elude the catastrophe of a grand epocha. 

*• Thoee generals," she thus wrote, ** who- 
were courageous in the field, were weak ia 
council ; and those who fi-om their political 
tuknts might with ability have beaded coun- 
cils or cabinets, trembled at the very idea <^ 
hearing the murmur of a battalion, though 
they frequently had with indifference braved 
death in leading armies to carnage, in storming 
entienchmeats or fortihed camps defended by 
hundreds of caimons, I'hey were all made to 
sene, to propagate, or to continue, revolotioiis, 
but they were also all unfit to finish them. Tlicy 
were all soldiers, but not one amongst them was 
at the same time a patiiot." 

While 
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While the Count and Countoss de la V— ~ 
were thus combating, bleeding, and dying for 
Uieir country, its ungrateful tyrants had put 
their names upon- the list of emigrants, confis- 
cated and sold their property, together with 
the estates of tlieir relations ; among others 
those of the Marchione^ de St. L-— — . They 
tlierefore left behind them two 6ons totally 
destitute as well as orphans, a charge to their 
friend, ruined herself. Notwithstanding re- 
peated petitions, accompanied by the certifi- 
cates of Moreau, Jourdan, Dessaix, and other 
generals, neither the Directory nor the con- 
sulate paid any attention to their demands, and 
much" less agreed to restore three small estates 
yet unsold, the only remnants of their paternal 
fortune, amounting in 1799 to ninety thousand 
livres, or 3,750/. per annum. They addressed 
themselves to Madame Buonaparte in 1800, as 
an acquaintance of their unfortunate parents. 
She kindly offered tbem places as charity -boys 
i\\ her husband's Pry tantes ; which, by the ad- 
vice of their friends, they excused themselves 
from accepting. It is wortljy of the great 
julers of the great nation thus to indemmfy 

thosjB 
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those \vhoni their injustice and outrageous 
ambition had made orphans, and whom their 
cruelty and cupidity had plundered and re- 
duced to beggar}-.* 

* See Les Annalcs Militaires, psife 44, 45, 46 ; ind Le 
Recu?il dWnecdotes, ])a^e 333 et seq. From those two works 
the particuUrs of this narratiTe are translated. In a note of 
the latter work, page 3.'*4, it is said that the .Count de U V— - 
was killed in his twenty-second year, and the Countess dek 
V in hor twenty third. ^ 
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LOUISA CARBINOT, 

THE X Y O N E S E D A U D H T £ R. 



LOUISA Carbinot was only fifteen when 
the revolution -destroyed all the convents, and 
©4iliged her to return to the house of her pa* 
rents, who from her infancy had destined her 
to a monastic life. Mr. and Madame Carbinot 
having two other children, a son and a , 
daughter, of whom they were dotingly fond, 
and for whom their fortune enabled theni to 
provide amply, were much disappointed at not 
being able to rid themselves of Louisa for 
twelve thousand livres, 5001., the usual portion 
of nuns in the religious house of which she was 
intended to become a member. This disap^ 
pointment, and perhaps some unnatural anti- 
pathy or -dislike, often without cause, but 
always disgraceful to the feelings of parents, 
rendered Louisa an object, not only of neglect 
and scorn, but of hardships and oppression, 

VOL. II, It though 
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thoc-^is hor virtin's, submis.-ion, and afTection, 
;;•.!'. -I a ojiuluct th<^ very reverse. Her 
I'Dtl'.iT :ur! ^ii<tor, h:\uglity, insolent, and 
Lir«'»!K', o>ii>i'lLR<l bcr as an intruder en- 
ciodchiiig on til- ir ri-jhts, and tieated her as 
siK'li. i?he yieiili\l, however, without a raur- 
niu!* io ?«urli rei)'.atv'd insults, to so much un- 
kinciiK'r-s and injustice. Tor fear that her com- 
l>laints nii,i;hl be thought reproaches, she pa- 
tiently endured rather to be used as a servant 
than to claim that tenderness due to her as a 
4iaughter and as a sibter. It could not <^scape 
the obscMAaiiMu of vii>itor3, neighbour, or rela- 
tions, that >lii! was cruoHv wronL-ed and suffered 
undeservedly; but uhen they pitied her, or 
ieprobat::(i the conduct of her |)arents, shcahvays 
excwsed thrm, and avowed herself guilty of 
sonie fault: or errors, not perceived by strangers 
or ac(iuain Lances. 

In iMav 17^1 lier brother and sister were 
both -married. Tliey had previously proposed 
to her, in consicieration of an annuity of twelve 
hundred livres, 501., to renounce her rights of 
inheritance to the property of tlu-ir common 
))arents. Had her father and mother coni^ 
niauded her lu sfubbcribe to such an act, it is 

probable 
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prc)tml)l« that nhe would have o1)cyccl without 
hesitation ; hut iter duty and obedience to thetn 
could not bind or blind her m fur as to reduce 
hert»clf to penury, if not ahiK)lute want» merelf 
to furni)»h the means of wallowing in uflfhience 
and luxury, to tho^e who iiad discarded all tie* 
of consanguinity, and so ungcnerouhly returned 
NelfistincHs and aversion for love and liberality* 
She continued, therefore, to reside in the pa^ 
tt^rnal dwelling after lier brother and sibter vferh 
settled abroad ; but though several advantageous 
matches corresponding with her own inclination 
were oll'ered her, as they were citiier opposed or 
not countenanced by her parents; at tlw ex- 
pence of her own happiness their will and 
<let.ern)ination were obeyed as her guide, and 
respected m lier law. 

Mr. and Madame Carbinot had never been 
in any buhlueHs; l)ut were what the French call 
rentictjff that is to say, annuitants subsisting 
chiefly on the interest of their capital in. the 
public funds. 'J*hey did not appertain to the 
ci^^xmfit privileged classes, but were desc4ind^ 
«nts of tinancial families *atid fanners of the 
rtfvenues during the reigns of Louis XIV. and 
Louit^ XV. When, however, in the beginning 

nS of 
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of 1792 the anarchy increased, they justly 
apprehended the fate that threatened people of 
property and probity of every descriptioD» and 
therefore emigrated. Their house they left 
under the care of Louisa, for whom indeed 
they were under no great concern, but with 
whose moderdtifin, honour, and prudence, they 
wpre well acquainted. 

Dc Scr}'', the huslrand of Louisa's sister, liad 
boen killed during the siege of Lyons in 1793. 
After the republicans had obtained possetisioQ 
of that city, his widow was happy to find a 
refuge with her whom she had hitherto ridi- 
culed, calumniated, and despised. 

Since the emigration of her parents, Louisa 
had not been without new suitors. Among 
others a young man of the name of Fresnay,. a 
relation of one of the then popular jacobins in 
power, had paid his addresses to her. . She con- 
sented to unite herself with him if he would 
procure her a passport to join her parents in 
Switzerland. This (at that period) precious 
document she obtained from his hands the 
very next day. In the mean time the republi- 
can banditti were every where in search of 
Madame de Sery, whose husband it was well 

known 
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kfiown had perislied in combating against them. 
Suspecting that she was concealed wjth her 
sister, a domiciliary visit was ordered in the 
hoivse of Carbinot. To have her from certain 
d- struction, Louisa without hesitation delivered 
her the passport, and suffered herself to be 
arrested in her stead. 

, Being carried before the revolutionary tri- 
bunal she acknowledged herself, and gloried 
in being the widow of the loyal M. de Ser}', 
who died nobly with arms in his hands, de- 
fending the altars of his God and the throne of 
his king against atheistical blasphemers and 
regicide assassins. This language did not al- 
leviate the fury of the revolutionary judges, 
nor plead in favour of the prisoner before them. 
She was consequently condemned to death, 
and her property confiscated for the nation ; a 
cant word used at that^ time by the republican 
marauders, to appropriate to themselves the 
spoils of those they had proscribed or mas« 
eacred. 

Young Fresnay had during these transac« 
lions been at her house, which, to his great 
^lirprise, he found shut up and under the 
national seal. Concluding that she had 

r3 . emigrated 
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♦^migrated without hina but with the pa?*- 
port be bad procured ber, he suspected her of 
infidelity if rvot of treacbery, and his resent- 
nient almo&t silenced his afttctions. He ira* 
iDtjdiately went to the Committee of Passports 
to ])rocure a permission to purt>ue her. Just 
as be was entering this committee he saw tlie 
wonia!! whom be had so dearly loved and had 
50 »MHX';usonul>ly mistrusted, ascending the 
sfallolrf f>f the guiHoline, fixed opposite the 
lioor of the town-ball. He rushed through the 
crowd in an instant, and flew to the anns of his 
mistress, who had only time to tell him these 
words : *' Your temporary love of me will now 
be changed into everlasting esteem. .This, 
thank God ! is Ihe most, if not the only, fortu- 
nate day of my existence. By my death I save 
the life of a sister who hated me» and restore 
to parents whom I worship a daughter tliey 
adore for a child they detest* They, together 
wdth yourself, will now respect my memory, 
pity my destiny, and know my worth. I trust 
to your honour and generosity not to disclose, 
that the passport you so kindly gave me is in 
the bands of my sister* Upon the brink of 
eternity I conjure you, if ever you had any ten- 
derness 
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Ferness for me, to succour her, should slie nolt 
iiave escaped the vigilance of my assassins, ar 
be taken by them. Heaven bless you — embracfij 
your Louisa for the last time." At that mo* 
ment forty- three persons had already perisshed, 
and Louisa's name w^as the forty-fourth upon 
the list of- that day's butchery; and notwith* 
standing her lover's intreaties, prayers, and 
protestations, the executioner tore herv fro'irt 
his arms. 

Fresnay, struck with horror and stupified 
with astonishment, became motionless uttlil 
his mistress. was no more. He then seized hef 
head, and after pressing it to his bosom ascended 
with rapidity and intrepidity the hall of the 
revolutionary tribunal, calling out: ** Abomi* 
nabie monsters ! here is another innocent vie*- 
tim slaughtered by mistake." He could say 
no more before he fell down in convulsions, 
accompanied with a burning fever, which for 
four months deprived him of his reason. As 
soon as he recovered he left France, and visited 
the parents and sister of Louisa, at Lausanne; 
with whom he resided until 1795, when with 
him ihey returned to Lyons. By the interest 

of his relation they recovered a- great part of 
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their confuscated property. At an estate three 
leagues from that city, they erected a monu- 
nunt, recording the xiohle sacrifice of Louisa, 
and their own repentance of their former be^ 
haviour towards her ; ^ an unavailing reparation 
fcr such great irjuries. 

In consequence of the terror experienced 
dining and after the siege, and grief for the loss 
of lier husband, Miidame de Sery soon died 
brokeii-bcartcd, and her brollier liad some weeks 
brfore been drowned in crossing tlie Rhone. 
Thus old Mr. and Madame Carbinot were, at 
an advanced [ieriod of life, bereft of that hoj^e 
and support they expected from affectionate 
and virtuous descendants. Not to be entirely 
deserted, they adopted Fresnay for their son ; 
iiii act of continual rejiroacli for their injustice 
and cruelty against poor Louisa. It was a 
punishment wliiih all unkind and unnatural 
parents always deserve, and always have to 
dread from an all-remunerating or chastising 
Providence. 

The work from which this narrative is extract- 
ed mentions, besides Louisa Carbinot, six other 
daughters, who, at Lyons during 1793 and 
1794, voluntaiily sacrificed themselves for their 

mothers 
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mothers or sisters; and two mothers who, 
during the same period, by their deaths pre* 
served the lives of their daughters. Such 
examples of self-devotion and heroism cannot 
h% too much extolled nor too often narrated. If 
humanity shudders at the spectacle of tlie 
misery "to which rebellion and infidelity reduce 
mankind, they* publication, it is hoped, will 
serve as a warning to other states, where the 
unprincipled intrigue and the free-thinkers 
blaspheme.* ^ 

* See Les Annales'du Terrorisme, p. 2S, et seq.; ami Le 
^ojra{etir Suisse, p. 22, et seq. <: Recueil d]*Anecdote^ p. 91| 
It Mtq. aUo rplates the particulars of this nanaticuA. 
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THE COUNTESS DE SAUVIGNAC 

ANIX 

HER DAUGHTERS^ 

VENDEAN VICTIMS. 



SEVERAL eminent writers have not 
without reason declared, *' that the latter part <rf 
the eighteenth and tlie beginning of the nin^ 
teenth century may justly be called the age of 
egotism and selfishness." Legitimate prince 
then fraternized with usurpers to share mdem^ 
nities with robbers : laws made by plunderers 
protected plunder! Self-interest and avidity 
crushed and erected thrones, destroyed and con- 
structed altars! They might have added, that 
a kind of confusion and social anarchy had 
perverted the sense and all former moral de- 
finitions of words. In some countries, as in 
France, Italy, Holland, and Switzerland, an 
assassin and a patriot, a robber and a repub- 
lican, a conspirator and a reformer, an atheist 

and 
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and a philosopher, signify the same: and it ba^^ 
not seldom happened that rebels have sat i^ 
judgment on loyal subjects, and condemned- 
and executed them as rebels* n 

Many may think that all those shanjefuj 
facts and occurrences, are to be ascribed to ar 
revolutionary mania, to revolutionary erimeii^. 
and to revolutionary power; hut in manjfi 
countries distant from the revolutionary focus^ 
in many states where tbe inhabitants ar^ 
supposed to be as religious as loyal,, the riqV 
man and the honest man are $yiK>niQU>U9, aa^ 
no mad is called respectable if not vi^ealthyf 
should any one inquire the character of a fi^ 
rogue, if ever so infamous or culpable, be mgy 
depend on receiving for answer, fjiat he 13 a^verjfr 
respectable m^n. 

These remarks are occasioned by the retnemr 
orance of a most sanguinary murderer an^l 
contemptible thief of the name of Pierre Fou-^ 
cault: who, after committing the most etionooua 
atrocities and heinous- x^imes in La Vendee 
and Britanny, saved himself With, bis iU-gptten 
booty in Hamburgh and Lubeck^wbeve he yrw 
received, on accoimt of his riciheSj as a respeci^ 
«i/e manL;, while those poor emigrants, whose. 

slU parents^ 
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parents, relatives, and friends, he had assassi- 
nated, whose property he had pillaged, were 
not only scorned but insulted. 

'I'his fellow, the son of a cobbler, was found 
by tlie revolution an idle drunkard and bank- 
rupt cooper at Painib(Euf. He then first en- 
listed as a soldier, and afterwards turned wine- 
merchant. After the murder of Louis XVL 
lie was advanced to the rank or' lieutenant 
in the national guard, a judge of the revolu- 
tionary tribunal, and a teniporsCry comtnander 
of that tow^n. In that quality he acted under the 
French representative of the people. Carrier; 
and assisted hnn in drowning, guillotining, and 
shooting, in less than nine^ months, twenty 
thousand nu^n, women, and children. Tried as 
the accomplice of this monster, the following 
skocking depositions were among others made 
against him : ' 

** Delamarre a witnei-s informs the tribunal^ 
tli^t there was a heap formed of the bodies of 
the v/omen'w^ljo had been .shot, and that the 
Foldicrs, laughing, culled this horrid spectacle 
the movnlain, alluding to the mountain of the 
IS'atlonai Convention. 

*' The sam.e witness deposes, that Foucault 

having 
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having said one day to Bachelier, that he had 
ten cargoes^ to dispose of that nighty Bachdier 
tlings his arms i"ound his neck saying, • You 
are a brave fellow, the best revolutionist I know' 
•among them all!' 

** This same Foucault Jired cU his father with 
a pistol ; and was looked upon as the inventor 
of the plugged lighters for drowning the pri- 
soners, by which invention nine thousand men, 
women, and children, were sunk in the river 
Loire, without any trial or condemnation wha:t>- 
ever!* 

** Foucault, being asked by the judge whdt 
was become of his pillage of tlie priests who 
had betin drowned or shot by him, replied; that 
havilig consulted Carrier on the subject, . he 
answered: * Who the devil should ha^eitbut 
those that did the work?' Foucault declares that 
the efl'ects of the priests were lodged on b6ard 
the covered lighter, whence the priests bad been 
-precipitated into the water, and on board of 
which Lambertye, another chief in this expedi^ 
tion, gave a grand dinner the next day» whic^ 

* Proc^ Crlmlnei des Membres du ComiU .ReTOlatioiuuiii|p 
de Nantz^ &c. vol, u. page 2^7-^31. 

cost 
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cost foity thousand livres,. 17001. From othir 
witnesses it appeared^ that Carrier assisted at 
this repast, and that he even proposed dining 
on tlie scaffbld of the guillotine/'* 

The following cruel order was laid before the 
tribunal in Foueuult's own hand-writing: 

** Nantz, 5th Ventose, second year of the French 
Republic : (or 27th of February 1794.) 

•* Citizen Mule is hereby ordered to conduct 
il\€ forty women under his care to the top of the 
cliif Pierre Moine, and there throw them head, 
foremost into the sea* 

(Signed) ** FouCAULT.*'t 

Encourage<l by impunity , this villain had the 
impudence to cast his eyes on a young and 
beautiful lady, of one of the most ancient and 
noble families in Britanny* Lust and a thirst 
of blood were the frequent companions of the 
French marauding regenerators^ 

The Countess do Sauvigiiac had the misfor- 
tune to lose Iier husband before she was twenty^ 
five,^ after being a mother of four daughters, 

* Proct-s Criminel des Membrcs du Comit€ Revolut'ionnaire 
de Nantz, &c. "vol. ii. page 27. 

t Ibid. vol. T. page 35. 

tlie 
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the cMest of whom was ninjeteen^ and the 
youngest not twelve, when the revolutionary 
banditti began to ravage her country. Though 
mistress of a splendid fortune, she lived very 
retired, occupying herself solely with th^e edu- 
cation of her children,, and i^ relieving the 
distress of all the unfortunate that applied to 
her. She was therefore so universally b.eloved 
in her province, that when several of her neigh- 
bours emigrated, the inhabitants of her parish 
sent a deputation to her, praying her not to 
leave them, offering to defend her ags^nst every 
one who should dare to attack, op attempt to 
injure her or her family. She continued there* 
fore to reside upon her estate, and to perform 
her usual acts of kindness and benevolence. 

In March 1794 Foucault pec£[>rmed a domi- 
ciliary visit in her house^ during which he <)on- 
fiscated and carried away all the CouirtessV 
plate, in the name and on the paH of the nekton ; 
cant words used by the republicaa robbers to 
cover their theft. On- this occ^ion be ob* 
served, and pretended to admire, the charms 
of Lady Caroline de Sauvignac, who had just 
reached her sixteenth year. He attempted in 
the presence of her mother and sisters to take 

some 
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some sans-culotte familiarities with her, butthese 
were repelled by a firm but becoming dignity. 
A lew days afterwards the Countess received 
the followhig fraternal message: 

-** Nantz, ;20th of Germinal, second Year of the Re- 
public one and indivisible. (April 12th, 1794.) 

*' Llhertxjy Equality y iFralernity^ or Death. 

** FEMALE CITIZEN, 

*' You and your children belong to an aris- 
tocratic proscribed class, and the hves and pro- 
perty of you all are in my power, and at my 
disposal. It depends however upon yourself, 
female citizen Sauvignac, not only to escape 
death and danger, but honourably to enjoy your 
lives and property undisturbed and with safety^ 
Only unite your daughter Caroline by a repub- 
lican marriage, with me a sans-culotte patriot. 
I will purify you of all your aristocratic sins, 
and take upon me to be responsible for your 
civism to my fellow sans-culottes. If you 
refuse, or repulse the honour of my demand, 
ere three times twenty-four hours you and your 
children will have ceased to exist. 

(Signed) *' foucault/'* 

* Les Annales du Terromme, pages 131 and IdS. 

To 
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To this impertinent letter the Countess ian- 
Ewered: ** Property in the present times is 
worth little, and life still less. You may per- 
haps murder myself and my innocent children, 
but \ ou shall never be able to degrade or to 
dishonour'us.'** 

The next day Foucault arrived at the house 
of the Countess, acconipanied with an escort 
of twenty men, of the terribly famous company 
of Marat. He renewed his proposals, and gave 
the lady the choice of celebrating his repub* 
lican marriage with Caroline in the presence of 
his fellow sans culottes, or being arrested and 
executed as enemies of the republic and of 
liberty and equality. ** You have already re*' 
ceived my answer," said the Countess: ** we 
are all ready and resigned." Foucault then 
called in d)e soldiers, and ordered them to tie 
the Countess, her four daughters and two 
maids, who insisted on sharing the fate of 
their mistresses. Thev were all carried in an 
open cart to Paimboeuf, and shut up in a 
dungeon under the town-hall; where they were 
obliged to lie down on the stones, being refused 
even straw to repose on.f 

• See I-es Aiinalcs du Terrorisiue, p. 132. i" IbUl. p. 1S3. 

Foucault 
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I-'ouraiilt intended to have them dispatcl^d the 
Sitinc ni^ht, but no executioner could be found; 
they wvTf; all in activity, and employed at 
Xiijjiz. Alter several couriers whom he had 
ft^Kl to fliid one iiad returned unsuccessful, be 
the lifcxt day at ten o'clock in the morning put 
a butcher into requisition to act as an execu- 
liontr; wlio, nfitwiths^tandinfc his prayers and 
intrcities, vvus forced upon the scailbld, where 
the illuctrious victims of revolutionary and. 
republican barbarity were awaiting death with 
calmness and resignation, eml»racing, consoling^ 
and blessing each other. 

When the butcher had cut off the heads <^ 
the Countess and her two eldest daughten, it 
is supposed despair or remorse turned hU 
br.iin and made him mad ; for after first 
attempting with his knife to hit Foucaultp, 
whom he abused in the grossest terms, he 
ftabbed himself and expired. Foucault, the 
monster Foucault, then asked Caroline, kneeling 
by the. side of the corpses of her mother and 
sifters, whether she would still be the wile 
of a sans-culotte, and by it save the lives of hec 
remaining sister and her maidn. She* deigned 
not to reply, but laid her head beneath the 
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axe of the guillotine and perished. Her 
youngest sister,' not twelve years of age, as she 
lay down to die,^ innocently said to Foucault^ 
who now himself performed the i^ce of execu-* 
tioner, *• Oh, Aio/w/et(r Foucault, pray do not 
hurt; me too much in cutting oft' my head!'* 
He attempted to speak and joke with the 
Tuaids ; but they indignantly exclniftied : 
** Assassin ! do your duty ; and hasten to unite 
us with our virtuous mistresses^ in a place 
which you can never enter.*** 

The mangled bodies were then all stripped 
naked ; and acts of horrid brutality and iode* 
cency committed. Foucault was the presiding^ 
daemon ; he taught new horrors, and acted 
himself the most diabolic^ part in the infernal 

scene.t 

After achieving these patriotic exploits, the 
ruffian ordered the widow of the butcher, a 
young and handsome w*pman, to his fraternal 
banquet and bed^ and she was under pain of 
death forced to obey.$ 

• See Les Annates du Tcrroriime, ptge 183. 
t Ibid, pago IC4. | Ibid. p. .134. . 

Acquitted 
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At*<|uil(tMl for thoMMUul other crimes by ihc 
Uivolntioiury 'I'rihunul at t^arii^ ix>inposal of 
criininaN likr hinisrlf, 1 ourault went to Gvr- 
in;my in 17J)<*>, wi-ll ])rovUU'fl with letter* of 
( rulit ami rtaunmoiulrttiou fitnn the houJHf of 
I'lil 'lun^n ;u\(l oUh*r rrspcclMc baxikcrs at 
ruris, whom tho revolution Ihun vaaa-culuttei 
has trauyronucd into men of property.* 

• 1a!« Annalcs lUi Tciro'i.im*', p. Wib. ThU Fukhfnn, 
»lw.\\!« rt »rAi'Nrii jv.trlot unt^or ttobcjipu rr^ as w«U u un«l«r 
miotmpartv, \\:\!i avcii^M in Jnn. 1600 by tnothtr KEIPIcr* 
AMiK pRtriot« Couitain il* TAubc, of iwindllny ^§wr9fii4ritj* 
Thov iiuU ill May 1 )9t^ b.va coutiactore tugolhttr for tht trmxi 
at\v1 C'-tinttin |)roton(lo«l not to hay« rooelvoU hU full *hirt In 
i\\r prof;!. Co»ntv)i< wn.4 th «n a momhcr of the CommUtte of 
I'uMic Sttf(»f>', Riul ha^ procurwl Kulc.h(*ron thli contract^ fbr 
which ibc Litter prctriiil.Hl to have given the procu'er In pr^eeott 
l.'''.\00v^ l.vriM, or >,MUM. riicie pAt RioTi ai'e now bplh fer| 
rich, and oi' course very RK'^rLCTAOuc cUiscai! ! I 
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ADELAIDE LANGENOIS, alias 
SANS GENE, '. 

THE FEMALE CAPTAIN OF DRAGOONS* 



IN the menth of December 1801, when 
on the way from Avignon to Lyons, the Paris 
diligence was joined by a young lady at Mon- 
telimart : she was handed in by an officer of 
dragoons, who, recommending her to the care 
of the coachman and to the civilities of the 
company, wished her a pleasant journey. 

The inside passengers now amounted to eight 
in the whole ; among them were four young 
Lyonese, of u lively and gay disposition, fond 
of joking and laughing, but upon) the ^hole 
inoffensive. The new travelling companion, 
the only female of the party, was dressed in a 
brown silk gown neat enough ; but her man- 
ners -and conversation did not correspond with 
her female apparel, and, together with the 

colour 



vj^ TIIK FKMALK PLUTARCH. 

ro|(»iir of her f-c)m))lrxioii, Mcminfl to inclicnie 
tli:a filii* Ir.i'l p:isN<(l iiior*' of her titiu' in the; tcnh 
of (Miiips tliiiti :it. 1.1m* toili;! or in ihc; ilreHffing- 
joorn. II<T (i "at lira's hciwrvcr were not <.'f«r^c, 
ii»r lnT voici' rui\t\ Init ratlier w»ft. In fart, 
it v»:i:i v<ry fliflj'Milt to k!if>w wluit to in;ik«* of 
Ih r. TIk :.«' ciinMultTationH, or |M'rhfipKc*urioKity, 
i\\.\(\i' tlu! yoiii)/^ LyoiH'H(! evince Home ineli- 
riiitidii to iiiiiii:» f hcni.'.elveH :it her expcrtire; 
init :!if intrrruptcd th'tn iihntptly, by telling 
th'Tii th:it hhe w".\H not in a hnntoiir to joke, 
;iinl tl;.it it* ih'V cli<l not r<^nclur't themwlvn 
Willi ili;it nsp((( (liif to Urr M*x ami jiefHon, 
n\\r \V'>iil(| at tlir end of th<- lii'ht htngo tPut 
them ;*-. (|i<'V ni( iiti'd. 

Wli'-n \\\(' flili^"'nre Mopoiii to allow the 
p;r.f <w;'f r:i tlnn' to lijcakfast, nlie f»nl»'re«l the 
fiiiv'T to hr.ii" h' r th" poittn^i:kti*au Captain 
l.;).ti"i iioi", Iht Inrhanii, had fjvin to hiKC'arc. 
|l:iviM'^ i<r«-ivi'd it tAw \\f\\t lJp^Ulirv with thti 
I liiinilM iiha-id, aad williin ten nilnuteM retuihe<l 
fidiy :«'^< oiiti' d in th* n7..»ni'-n^al'; of an Mflt'-T 
id ih'.i;;' on*, v>ith h' r cilnf liy Urr tticjp, (luij* 
Niii'.in;^ in r.ilhtr h< vrn* cN[iii'»;.ninH the four 
\oiiiii; Ia^mh- f tfi lii'lit hir, c»n»' alter uriothfl'f. 
'-•h<- at th<-!air.i- tin;'; tiiuvv Lo?ue ]mj)vrn upiat 
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^Ska Ubliu ii'dyiiigt ** Read tlieiie, you blane* 
'been and you will soe tliat^ although a woiuau^ 
I have made Hevvn cauipaigtis^ received niu« 
wouudSy aud tlmt at prctMiuty aitcr givhtg la 
my retfi/;i)ation» I enjoy a pensiou of eight 
liurtdred livrcn)^ Mlf btntowed on me by the 
Firnt Con»ul» a» a reward for my tterviccct/* 

Some of the other pa»ifenger0 iiiterferingi 
Bi)d thf)i!ie, who had unintentionally offended 
)ier, liaving made an apology^ her gc^d hu- 
mour returned 9 .and she continued for the reiv* 
mainder of the journey a very agreeable and 
entertaining com |muion. 

All 8oon iXH the diligencre net ofT^ nhe fiivoured 
her ii:liow-tr<ivcller0 with the foUowihg port!* 
culurH of her military life. Her preHent bun* 
band, thout^h the non of a nobleman in Noiv 
inandy, wus in 179td obliged to enter as a ro« 
luntcer, and ci» Huch he (la^ned tltrough Ber ' 
t(an^;on, whtre hhe wan horn. Being fieised 
with a fev4!r in the houne of her p^irentu^ where 
lie iud l)t!c*n billcUd, Hhe took (»articular oare 
of him, and a nuitual affection was noon ibrme4 
b<.^wecn tlieu). Her father op|foi»ing ber ii/kr 
clination^ ^r, put on man'e clothes and joiu^ ' 

the 
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the ninth regiment of hussars, in which her 
lover served. She made the campaigns of 1793 
and 1794 in the maritime Alps; was there 
wounded and ])romoted to a cometcy, while her 
lovf r still continued in the ranks. 

Being informed by letters that a relation of 
his was a colonel of the 15th regiment of dni- 
goonSy young Langenois wrote to him, and 
was shortly aftenvards advanced to the rank of 
a sub-lieutenant. Either from inconstancy, 
or from other causes, he had hitherto n^- 
lected to perform his promise of marrying her ; 
and nc>twithstanding her intreaties left her to 
join his new regiment, then on the frontiers of 
Spain. Thus deserted and wretched, in hopes 
of meeting with death, she rushed into the 
enemy's ranks in the first engagement ; where 
after having her horse shot under her, and re- 
ceiving two cuts of a sabre in her head, she 
fainted away from loss of blood, and at her 
recovery found herself a prisoner in an AustriaB 
hospital.. Her sex being discovered, she was 
treated by the enemy with great delicacy, 
and as soon as convalescent exchanged. She 
then resigned her commission as an officer of 

hussari. 
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hussars^ to enlist as a volunteer in the regiment 
of dragoons, then in Spain^ whore lieutenant 
Langcnois served. 

Having heard tliat she had been killed, he 
was roost agreeably surprised at her arrival; 
and in gratitude for her fidelity and for her 
sacrifices, not only married her, but procured 
her from his relation the same rank with him- 
self. When the peace .with Spain was con^ 
eluded, her regiment was ordered to join the 
army of Italy; where, at the battle of Lodi, 
she was wounded in three places, and pro- 
moted by Buonaparte to a first lieutenancy, at 
the same time that her husband, who had 
greatly distinguished himself, w^s made a 
^captain. 

During the blockade and siege of Genoa, in 
the spring of 1800, her regiment belonged to the 
€orp5) under the coumiand of General Rocham- 
beaii, who attempted to throw in sncGOurs to 
Massenu, the governor of Genoa. In one of 
the daily skirmishes in the vicinity of thaSt city 
she again had her horse killed under h^^ Sifk$ 
wounded and made a )>ri8oner by Geti^^ 
Ikddick; who, in admihltlon of her courage, 
presented her a bcautifM Hungarian horse of 

VOL.11. s hi* 
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his own, and released her without being «x«- 
changed. This horse the general of division 
Duhem had the insolence to put into requi- 
sition for himself during her illness of a fever 
that then raged in the French army ; and when 
on her recovery she claimed it, he refused to 
restore it. She sent him a challenge, but in* 
stead of fighting, he ordered her under arrest 
for insubordination. Such was, however, the 
regard tliat the officers and jnen had for her, 
that in an encounter with the enemy on the next 
day, lier horse upon which Duhem rode was 
killed by them, which terrified him so much 
that he demanded and obtained a command of 
another division. 

After the peace with Austria at Luneville, ^^ 
she repaired with her husband to Paris; was 
introduced by General Murat to Buonaparte^ 
who ordered a sabre as a mark of honour to 
be given her, which at present entitles her to 
number among the revolutionary knights of the" 
pretended Legion of Honour. Her commis- 
sion, certificates, and numerous other papers, . 
proved tlie truth of her assertion, and that she 
diminished rather than exaggerated her.militaiy 
•exploits. 

That 
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That she was much beloved % the troops 
was evident during the whole journey : pickets 
of the I5th of dragoons were quartered in 
every station where the diligence changed 
horses ; they all spoke of her courage, gene- 
rosity, and humanity, with the enthusiasm of 
sinceiity and gratitude. They would have naiw 
rated many traits illustrating what they said, 
but her modesty prevented them. They never 
ceased to exclaim, as long as she was in flighty 
0/ la brave et bonne femme. 

When at Lyons, she went to the play, dres^ 
»ed in her regimentals. General Duhem was 
then the governor of that city. Owing her a 
grudge, he sent his aide^du-camp to her box, 
asking her how she dared appear at the theatre 
without first informhig the governor of her 
arrival, ** Tell your general,*' said she, \* that 
I am no longer in the service, and that I shall 
be niudi obliged to him to settle with me, 
on the other side of Pont-Morant, for the 
horse he stole from me last year. I have here,** 
(x>ntinued she, laying her liand on her sabre, 
** an instrument presented me by the first consul, 
which shall cut the afiair short.** As she spoke 
very k>ud, her conversation was heard and ap" 

s 2 plaud'ed 
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plaudcd by the pit She was however ad- 
vised to continue her journey for Besanoon 
the same night ; as Duhem, as well as Buona- 
parte, had during 1793 and 1794 been one of 
the most sanguinary terrorists and accomplices 
of Robespierre, and he was known to be as re* 
vengeful as cruel.* 

• The writer of this sketch was one of the passengers in the 
diligence, and relates nothing but what he heard and read. 
Madame Langenois had taken the name of Sans Gene as trn 
nom de guerre, or borrowed name. Tliis was geneially the 
custom of all womefn serving in France. 
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THE greater part of the articloi which 
compose this Ivork will exhibit to its readers^ 
only distant monuments of atrocity, to which 
happily every thing they have heen used to 
contemplate in thdr own fiivoured oountfy^ 
will give the appearance of that , spedei - of 
moral romance which ahns to deler fW>m vice 
rather by displaying it in its most hideoutr de- 
formity^ than by the more usual method of 
its fuilure in even the object of temporasy 
prosperity. A much more important ^urpdse 
will be accomplished by bringing home to the 
. breasts of a British public a point in which 
the total ruin of their sweetest consokUkm aiid 
hope may be concerned. _ ' 

That educatioi[i at the expence of * all re- 
ligious and moral principles is infinitely, too 
dear-bought, will probably be confessed by 
the most sanguine advocate of feshionabte jaib- 
wmplishments ; . but when it ia attended with 

gS the 
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the incniration of the most odious and destruo 
tiv«' rarly dt'pnivity, who would not prefer to 
rear their oil'spring in such attainments as their 
rinuitnsfiuiccs are adequate to give them in 
their own country » rathor than by a che&p and 
corrupted tuition abroad, bring them to become 
ultinuitcly a disgrace to thtMnselves and their 
latnily, and a burden to society; to live in 
shauio, :ind to da*, in infamy? 

As if is iiy a total contempt of every former 
distinction between right and wrong that tlie 
great scenes of the last twelve years in 
FraiKte have been conducted, this together with 
the many examples of successful villainy which 
the ])rogros9 of the revolution has aflbrded, 
has pervaded the middle and lower no less tlian 
the liigluT rank» of that frantic nation ; though 
it is only locally, und on the spot, that the 
truth of the latitr part of this observation can 
be known or observed in its full force. The 
yonug n)ind cannot be formed to a spirit of 
ronsfious independence among a nation of 
slaves ; nor to njctitude of conduct in a society 
wli(!re the pvei-edence is claimed and possessed 
by iU'devunt bankrupts, by sharpers and bmvoeft. 

But it is not in thiB point alone tliat lioMi- 

tiousnesus 
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tloustless has* gpr^d its ravages to a horrid 
extent, ia regenerated France. The habitual 
gaUantry (as it was with a too complaisaDt 
mildness teritied) of. the nation has advanced 
with' rapid strides. Tbe absurd anjl wicked 
ei^tensiqn of the law of divorces during the 
Jacobinical period of the revolution, which 
were , allowed even on the ground of incom- 
patibility of temper, was not repealed till 
its effects had become most horribly con- 
spicuous, and till it had given an impyjse to 
the intercourse between the sexes which no 
siibsequent merely negative regulation could 
at once check. The abolition too of the sane* 
tify of the marriage- tie, by ordaining it to be 
merely a civil contract between the parties to 
be declared and registered before a magistrate^ 
could not fail in minds of so n^uch character- 
isti^ levity, to weaken the bonds of conjugal 
fidelity. What, alas! must be the result' of 
all these causes^ operating upon the state' of 
the general manners in such z. nation, with such 
rulers, such laws, and stick examples! 

These remarks are intended as cautionary to 
those parents who, in tlie event of a future 
peace^ might be induced to send then: cbtidren 

s 4 to 
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to France for education, as many misguided 
or ill-advised perj-ons did during the short- 
lived peace of A miens. If there are any 
(>n whom the ohservations introduced above 
;ire not sufficiently powerful to make the de- 
vsired im]>fession, let them learn that the uni- 
vcrscit laxity has corrupted the most tender 
minds ; and that the^keepers of boarding-schools 
(both male and female) have been transformed 
into agents of demons, to initiate their pupiU 
info s<:cnes of the vilest debauchery. The fol- 
lowing narrative {which however is here neces- 
sarily bollened and abridged in its most disgust- 
ing particulars) appears among the law-reports 
published in one of the French revolutioiiaiy 
newspapers.* 

** On the 19th of Thermidor,* year 9, (or 
the (ith of August, 1801,) appeared before the 
criminal tribunal of the department of the 
^?eine. Citizen Joseph Liebeau, aged sixty- 
three, and his wife Agnetha Liebeau, born 
at Cervais, aged fifty-four, having kept during- 
twenty-two years boarding-schools in the Rue 
St. Antoine, Fauxbourg St. Antoine, in two 

♦ 'Journal des Tribunaux, 10th Fnictidor, year 9, (27lh 

Au^'Uftt 1801.) 

adjoining 



V." 



FRENCH BO ARDING-SCHOOLS, Sgi 

adjdiniVig houses, the one for boys and the 
other for girb. The prisoners were accused 
generally of having corrupted the morals of 
their pupils. 

/'** The public arid ojBTicial accuser elium6- 
tated in a lotig speech the enormities of which 
the prisoners stood accused, and were culpa* 
We. If decency and delicacy did not forbM 
itV he could prod iice sis witnesses four hau^ 
dred and forty-six young {)efsons of both sexeSy 
who had been uniPortunate enough to pass sonie 
years of their youth under such infamous in- 
^tructers and guides. Those witnesses^ how- 
ever, who would appear, he was persriaded, 
were more than sufficient to satisfy the miiids 
of the jury as to the guilt of the prisoners. ;' ^ 
*• Sophia Bevy, a girl of thirteen, said she 
hfetd been, sent three years ago to be boarded, 
lodged, and educated, by! the prisoner Mairia 
Liebeau. She had not been there much mo^e 
than three months, when she was invited to a 
ball at' the prisoner Joseph Xiebeau's with 
twenty-two other girls, some older and soxhe 
younger than herself. The boys at Joseph 
Liebeau* s school were a dozen more in num- 
ber, but of nearly the Same age with the girls. 

s 5 During 
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During the <l:iiico ihcy were treated witli k*- 
nioiuuh^, in which was mixed brandy or some 
other strong liquor that made most of them 
stupid, if not intoxicated; so much so, that 
the next morning, without remembering any 
ollur cauHc, she felt herself very ill. She com- 
])laino<l to Maria Lieheau, who said . it was 
iiuthinf^, and .^ho would soon be well again. 
Playing a fi \v days afterwards in the garden, 
te|)aratt'(l only by a low wooden railing from 
the garden of Joseph Lieboau, where the boys 
also played, a boy named Henry Lacombe called 
her, and spoke to her in such a way relative 
to the before-mentioned ball, as made her 
blush and waik from liim without answer- 
ing ; but in the next derade another ball was 
given hy hor schoolmistrcss, and Henry La- 
combe was very attentive to her. After drink- 
ing bonie h^Tiionade she again became very 
giddy ; but remenjbers that she went with him 
into an adjoining closet, and for th^ five days 
following she wiis again very ill. During that 
time she was attended by Maria Liebeau* She 
was afterwards used in the same way by the 
prisoner Joseph Liebeau himself; who warned 
her not to mention it to any person, for that 

other 
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other girls in the school had done the same. 
When she went home for the holidays, her 
mistress told her, that if she gave the leatl hint 
of what had happened, hfer parents would turn 
her out into the street. The first day she en- 
tered the school, some of the other girls shewed 
her improper drawings, whidi they said wer6 
given them by their schoolmistress. 

** H^nry Lacombe, the boy above-nieA- 
tibned,' aged fifteen, confirmed everything that 
the preceding witness had deposed ; and eveA 
added other instances in which; by the incite- 
ment or knowledge of his teachers, he had hcttA 
m the same manner. Those scandalous scdtei 
always began and cndM alike; the girls were 
always intoxicated, and thus surprized. Other* 
boys and girls in the schools had been equally 
induced to perpetrate or permit simib.v indeceii- 
cies. Joseph Liebeau had jfmt into his hands 
several books with indelicate engravings, which * 
were circulated among all the boysv 

" The servant-girl, Annette Darthe, 'age^ 
thirty-six, deposed upon oath, that she had- 
been in the service of the prisoners for ten- 
years; and could declare from her certain 
knowledge (grounded on a variety of proofs), 

s G the 
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tht» truth of the p^eneral charges against the 
prisoners. She uddt;d, that u hen religion was 
restored in France, she thoui^ht it her d\ity to 
ini'orm her confessor of what she knew ; who 
o!«i. rrd UvT under pain of damnation to acquaint 
tl. • r i r*' with everv thini*, and thus this scene 
oi w ckiUiios wa-i brought to light" 

The reader wiil undoubtedly be struck with 
horror at even wirat is related above ; but many 
particulars arc suppressed, which no £nglish 
It tdt'/ won id endure. 

'J ho jury having given their verdict of Guilty 
against both the prisoners, Joseph Liebeau was 
condeuiued to three months imprisonment, and 
a fine Oi' three hundred livres (121.) ! and Maria 
Liebeau to an imprisonment of six weeks, and a 
fine of one hundred livres (41.) ! The prods 
verbal was also sent to the prefect of |x>lice, tliat 
the prisoners might be prevented for the future 
from keeping boarding-schools at Paris ! Had 
these monsters called Buonaparte an usurper, 
they would have been transported or shot with* 
out a trial. 
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THE COUNTESS DE VILLELUME, 

TUB FILIAL HEROINE. 



THOSE illustrious heroines pf FrancCi 
who, amidst the ruins of almost all virtues^ re* 
stored human nature/and the human Character 
to all their grandeur and dignity, did not belong 
to the families of those scandalous innovators, 
who, under pretence of regenerating the mo* 
rals, and ameliorating the manners and circum* 
stances of their countiymen, annihilated mo* 
rality as well as religion, and made their coun* 
try equally wretched and guilty. To the pro* 
scribed classes so basely calumniated/ so. un- 
justly persecuted, and so cruelly treated; to 
the victims from among the nobility and of 
the clergy ; republican Frenchmen aire exclu- 
sively indebted for not being irrevocably clas- 
sed among the European barbarians of the 
ei'^hteenth century. The constancy in suffer^ 

ings. 
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ings, the resignation in affliction, the courage 
under t\\% poigiiards of assassins, the great- 
ness of soul displayed in dungeons, and the 
calmness and firmness on the scaffold, exhibited 
by all 'the martyrs of loyalty and Christianity, 
were absolutely requisite to extenuate, if pos- 
sible, with con temporaries and future ages, the 
enormities of revolutionary Frenchmen. They 
were necessary to persuade mankind in calling 
to their recollection that a nation which had 
given birth to a Louis XVL to a Princess Eli- 
zabeth, to a DeSombreuil, to a Charette, to 
a Duke of Enghien, to a Pichegru, to a Frotte, 
to a Georges, &c. though highly vicious, and 
criminal, was not entirely and irremediably 
corrupted ; and that its enonmties were in a 
great measure to be attributed to the ^chiefs, . 
tools, and accomplices of &ction, and not to the 
people at large. 

Among the models of filial affection,. ;U|ie^ 
quailed in history, the Countess de ViUdume 
occupies the most honourable place. Her 
maiden name is De Sombreuil. She was bom 
at Limoges in 1167; and is the daughter of 
Fmncois- Charles de Virat de Sombreuil, a ge* 
neral under Louis XVI. and his majesty's gch- 

vemor 
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Vembr of the invalids at Paris. Her mother 
Vas a Mademoiselle de Leychoisles, descended 
as well as her father from an ancient and noble 
femily. 

In the arduous post occupied by General de 
Sombreuil at the age of 7S, m the beginning 
of the revolution, he evinced such an attach- 
ment to his king, and such strict and rigid at- 
tention to his duty, that he even for some time 
inspired the Parisian banditti with vener^^tion 
for his person. But after the tenth of August, 
when all noble and generous sentiments seemed 
to be extinguished in the bosom of the French 
rebels in power, this respectable veteran was 
dragged from ' his house to be shut up in the 
' prison of the Abbey. He was arrested on Sun- 
day the S7th of August^ at the time his lovely 
daughter was at church. On her return, hear- 
ing what had befallen her parent, she hsmiedi- 
alely flew to the Abbey, but was refused admit- 
tance. She therefore wrote the following Hues 
to the members of the terrible Parisian concb- 

Baune. 

'* Paris, August ^7th, 1792. 
** Citizens! 

** To an old man on the borders of eternity, 

and acco^med to the tender care of filial or^ 

domeartic 
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domestic attendance, isolation must be more 
insupportable than death ; therefore permit a 
daughter, suspected of no crime, to be shut up . 
with a tat her, of wJiose innocence she is con- 
vinced ; to sliare with him fetters, imprison* 
ment, and even the scaffold ; to identify herself 
with him who gave her life, and without whom 
existence itself is to her an insupportable 
burden, &c.*' 

At the top of this petition Marat wrote: 
" Conline this aristocratical fanatic with her aria-, 
tocratical father."* With this permission in 
her hand slie again presented herself before the 
doors of the Abbey, which were opened to her ; 
and in an instant she was in the arms of ht?r 
parent, with whom she passed her whole time, 
her days and her nights, to serve and to con- ' 
sole him. 

On the 2d of September, when the massacres 
of the prisoners began, Mademoiselle de Somr- 
breuil had been confined eight days. Aftefr 
many of these unfortunate men had been butch- 
ered, and the sight of blood continually floW^- 
ing only served to increase the rage of the 
murderers; while the wretched inhabitants of 

* Sec Anecdotes des Femmes Marqu&ntosy- p. 466. 

the 
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• 

the prison endeaTOured to hide themselves from 
thed^th that hovered over them,, this filial 
heroine rushed into the presence of the assa^ 
sins, who had already seized General de Soni* 
breuil. ** Monsters,'* cried she, *• hold your 
hands! — ^he is my father."^ She threw hersc^lf 
at their feet, inundated with human gore, and 
laid hold of their hands, yet reeking with blood. 
At one time she stopped the sword lifted against 
her &ther, and ofi'ered herself to its relentless 
point/ exclaiming : ** Strike, barbarians, you 
cannot feach my father but through my heart* 
I shall oorer him virith my body, and,.disdainitig 
to cMcend to unworthy supplications, I desire 
and demand only to die with him." In thia 
admirable struggle she received five difieredt 
wounds. 

So much courage and filial afiection in *a 
young giri, whose tears and extreme agitation 
enhanced her uncooimon beauty, for a mometit 
diverted the attention of the assassins. She 
perceived that they hesitated, and took advan- 
tage of that favourable moment. But wl^Ue 
she was thus agitated between hope and fealr, 
one of the monsters. Van Damme (at present 
Buonaparte's General Governor of Lille, and 

Grand 
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Grand Officer of his legion of htmourj, an- 
nounced the following condition for saving 
General de Sombreuil: ** Drink," said he, 

•' A GLASS OF BLOOD, AND SAVE TOUB FA- 

TH£K.'* Mademoiselle de Sombreuil shud- 
dered, trembled, and retreated some paces; but 
5»he forgot terror, disgust, and every thing upon 
eiirth but her father, and she yielded to the 
dreadful condition. ** Innocent or guilty, 
tlien," said one of those who performed the 
function of judges, ** it is unworthy of a great 
hxid genei Otis imt\oi\, ?L\\d a humane people, to 
bathe their hsmds in the blood of the old man, 
since they must first destroy this virtuous gill" 
A general cry of pardon was then heard. The 
daughter, revived by this signal of safety, threw 
herself into her father's trembling arms, who 
had scarcely power to press her to his bosom, 
and even the most outrageous of the assassins 
were unable to restrain their tears.* 

Lovely and virtuous lady ! at that moment 
you compelled the most detestable of men to 
])ay homa;;je to your intrepidity. Your depar** 
ture from a place of horrors was a triumphal 
procession, and you heard on every side tliese 

* Anecdotes dcs Femmcs Majquantcs, p^ 475 et 477. 

words 
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"Words so honourable to yourself: •* Let dd 
age and beauty be respected by alL^' Tou be- 
held the same hands, dyed with die gores of a 
multitude of victims, but a moment before 
ready to be steeped hi your own and your &^ 

' tber's blood, opening a passage through^ a 
ferocious horde, panting for carnage. Ah! 
(x>uid you imagine, that having disarmed so 
many furious assassins which it seemed no re- 
straint could withhold from their savage pur- 
poses, you could not move the hearts of men 
whose duty it was to administer the law ao 
cofdmg to justice, to be dispassionate as well 
as just ! ! ! 

So many torments and sueh cruel sufferings 
deserved to be followed by some repose : b^t 
where was and where can repose be found un- 
der revolutioFiary tyrants ? General Sombrenil^ 
his eldest son and his daughter, were agaia ar- 
rested in December 1703, and thrown into pri- 
son, first at La Force and afterwards in the 

- Conciergerie. The affection of Mademoisrile 
de Sombreuil for her father had but increased ; 
and, notwithstanding she had been afflicted 
wi^h frequent convulsions since the violeaee 
^onunitted on herself in drinking the gbuH^^f 

bloodj 



404 THE FEMALE PLUTARCH. 

bloofly her courage was not at all abated* 
When this amiable lady entered hernew priaoDi 
all oyes were fixed upon her with a pity mixed 
with admiration. 

, Till the 9gth Prairiai, year IL (June Slst 
17D4) Mademoiselle de Sombteuil had the hap- 
))iness to remain with her father, and to soften 
tlio rigour of his confinement by the assiduity 
of her attentions. ' On that day an order for Ui 
trial arrived from the committee of general 
sai'oty. Although the most afflicting presages 
pressed upon her heait, she still retained an 
appearance of composure in the presence of 
her father. ** No evil can hap|>en to you," she 
said to him, " to you whose life hasnotonly 
been irreproachable but beneficent and virtu« 
ous. Even in the worst of times justice wHI 
protect innocence; but if — — " She said no 
more, but did every thing in her power to pro- 
cure permission to accompany her parent to the 
ti'ihunul of assassins, before whom he was or- 
dered to appear, but in vain. I)he was sepa- 
rated from him, and locked up in a dungeon 
until he was no more ; General de Som!)reuil, 
aged 74, was, with his son Stanislaus Virot de 
Souibrcuii, aged '^'0', and sixty-seven other per- 
sona. 
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Miit/guiUotiBied oil the same day> Their death 
iras prdTerable to her existence. ^By the agi« 
bitaam of her mind more than from the suffer- 
bijgs of her body, during one of the convulsive 
fitB to which she had of late been so subject, 
her wounds opened afresh, and it was with great 
diflBculty that she was preserved from bleeding 
to* death* 

After the execution of Robespierre, she re* 
cohered her liberty ; but the fortune of her fa^ 
mily had been buried in the gulph that swal- 
lowaed lip !her father and brother, or rather 
tibcir miKderers had also been her plunderers. 
Sh^hailstill another brother, whom she thought 
Providence had reserved to recompense lier in 
ftattfor her dutiful fidelity ^ as well as for a for- 
titude of mind displayed at the expence of her 
health and constitution. 

Hqa brother, Charles Virot de Sombreuil, 
wa&wcNthy of such a sister* Born with a fr^nk 
and ttveiy disposition, and with a courage bor- 
dering on temerity, he had in the earliest pe- 
riod of the revolution been applauded for the 
audacity with which he saved his friend the 
young Polignac, who was attacked by a furious 
populace. In 1792 be served as a volunteer 

in 
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in the Prussian amny, where he distinguislied 
himself in the most brilliant manner; particu- 
larly one (hy, when at the head of four hussars 
only, lie captured a convoy and its escort of 
one Imndred men, whom, by the determiaed 
air with which he advanced towards them, he 
persuaded that he formed the advanced guard 
of a considerable division. The same day he 
Wcis made by his Prussian majesty a knight of 
the order Pour le mtrite militaire. During 
the campaigns of 1793 and 1704 he sigpudized 
him^^olf in an equal manner both in Alsace and 
in Holland. Appointed in 1795 by the English 
(government to curry fresh reintbrcements to 
the troops already disembarked at Quiberon un* 
der M. do Puissaye, he landed there forty-eight 
hours before the unfortunate aflair of the ^Ist 
of July, tlie day on which General Heche at- 
tacHved Fort PenLhievro. He was encamped 
on the right side of this fort, but was not in* 
fornuid in time of the treachery that hud deli* 
vercd it up to the republicans ; aud» placed be- 
tween two fires, without hope of retreat» he 
was obliged to capitulate. It was (.hen he said 
to General Hoche, *' Spare my brave comrades 
in aims, as to myself I am resigned to my fate/' 

He 
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He was carried firet to Aurai, afterwards to 
Ori^t, and finally to Vannes, -where he was' 
shot -His murder caused a great fensation in 
the republican army. Alt French soldiers re* 
fitted to fire at a disarmed and valiant warrior. 
His assassins were» like those of the Duke of 
Eoghien, foreigners of the Italian and iBel- 
gian brigades in the French service. He went 
to the place of execution with the same firm*^ 
ness and indiflference^ as if entering his own 
c^mp. He refused to have a bandage tied over ' 
his qres, and fell and expired in crying Vive te - 
Raif 

Thus perished the last support of Mademoi* 
selle de Sombreuil. With such rapidity her 
misfortunes succeeded each other! For tiiree 
years her eyes had never been dry, and her 
bosom never free from tfiose heart-rending, 
those agonizing pains, which are too severely 
felt to be delineated even by fliote whom 
heaven overwhelms with such unusually heavy 
calamities. Her few remaining friends (rebu 
lions she now had none) expected thatevery hour 
would be her last, so frequent and so violent 
were her convulsions. Youth and a naturally 
strong constitution still preserved this ornament 

6f 
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of her sex ; intended to be the best and most 
tender of wives and mothers, as she bad al- 
ready shewn hersself the most affectionate of 
daughters and sisters. 

She still continued at Paris, whoi^ on the 
24th of July 1705 she was informed tiiat her 
still living and dearly beloved brother was a 
prisoner in the hands of the assassins of her 
father and elder brother. She immedjately 
repaired to the Committee of Public Safety, 
the then government of her -wretched country, 
and w^ith that native eloquence of real sorrow 
stammered to the members some few words 
which drew tears even from these regicide 
brutes. But their sensibility was only of the 
duration of an instant, their cruelties continued 
for years. Cambaceres, one of the members, 
(at present one of Buonaparte*s serene high* 
nesseSf a grand officer of his Legion of Honour, 
and a Knight of the Prussiati Black Eagle t) 
called the attention of his accomplices to their 
usual bloody order of the day, cutting short the 
effusions of Mademoiselle de Sombreuil by 
these barbarous words : ** Female citizen! the 
republican government has two consciences; 
one acquits and feels for your brother as fftiio- 

cent ; 
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teni ; the other accuses and oondemns him, tx^ 
save the republic. He cannot escape death !*** 
At this last word she fell senseless on jhe 
ground^ and in that situation was conveyed 
home. When sufficiently recovered to be able 
to write, she sent the following note to the 
Committee of Public Safety : 

** Paris, July 2Atti^ 1795, nine o'clock 

at night. 
" Citizens Representatives, 
" Do not surpass in ferocity those Septem^ 
briizers and terrorists whom you in your pro** 
clamiations so justly hold up to the detestation 
of the universe. They permitted me at least 
the desirable though painful consolation of 
sharing the imprisonment, and of receiving the 
last embraces— the last, long, long adieus, 
of those whom nature, duty, and sentiment, 
rendered dear to me. My brother CJfarles de 
Sombreuil is the only relation whom Provi- 
dence has now left me u^on earth ; when he 
ceases to live, I may truly regard myself as a 
blasted tree in a deserted world. What is the 
world to the wretch wtiose eyes in vain seek 
5ome one united to her by the delightful ties 

♦ Lcs Annales da Terrorisme, p. 622. 

VOL. ir. T of 
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of consanguinity ; whose ears listen, in vain tf> 
the charming sounds of daughter, sister, or 
friend? Oh, citizens representatives ! before! 
become such a social outlaw, permit me for 
one moment only to press to my ardent, to my 
bursting heart, my proscribed, my dying bro- 
tlier. For the sake of humanity, anct in the 
name of humanity, I request a passport, and 
permission to visit him — to be imprisoned with 
him in his dungeon at Quiberon. Refuse not 
this last favour, I intreat you ; it is the last ; 
yes, the last I shall request of your or of any 
other republican government. Are none of 
you fathers, or brothers ? Has none of you a 
child whose aflection is dear, or a sister whose 
caresses and whose tender care are valuable 
to him ? If no person of such a description is 
to be found among you, I fear that my suppli- 
cations are as much throw^n away, as my dis- 
tress is unpitied ; but if such a one exists in 
your committee, to his mind alone lappfy.*** 

The answer to this feeling petition/ was a 
mandate of arrest, signed Doulcet (another 
grand officer of Buonaparte's legion of honour, 

* Anecdotes des Femmes Marquantes, vol. ii. p. 481. 

and 
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aiid his prefect at Brussels), vrhich confined Ma« 
demoiselle de Sombreuil at Parisi, until her bro- 
ther was executed at Vannes. Such was the 
thirst of the French regicides after his blood, 
that even the interference of their new friend, 
the late kitig of Prussia, could not save him. 

Suspended between life and death, abhor- 
ring the former, and calling on the latter, she 
received a letter from Count de Villelume* 
She had promised this nobleman her hand be- 
fore either of them was fifteen; at a jieriod 
when her father was governor at Lisle, and her 
lover only a sub-lieutenant in the regiment of 
Conde. As constant as courageous, * she had 
since declined several more advantageous offers 
of other persons of rank and fortune. 

Count de Villelume had emigrated, and,, 
when he wrote to her served as a volunteer in 
the bmve army of Conde, having lost every 
tiling except his honour. His letter was a cor- 
dial sent by the Almighty to revive her drooj>« 
ing spirits : she gathered strength enough to 
join him who alone could make her continu- 
ance upon earth tolerable. They were mar- 
ried with the consent of their sovereign Louis 
XV' III. who graciously permitted the sons of 

T 2 . tl . 
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this marriage in commemoration of the loyalty 
of her family, and her own filial heroism, to 
add the name of Sombreuil to that of Ville- 
lume.* 

In 1802 the Countess de Villelume arrived 
in England. She possessed twofold claims on 
the government of this country— on its justice 
as well as on its generosity. Her brother, a 
colonel in our service, did honour to the Bri- 
t\A\ regimentals, in which he suffered like a 
martyr, and expired like a hero. It would be 
a libel on the liberahty and hulmanity of Bri- 
tons to suppose that she went away unheard, 
or that she Hvcs unsupported. 

According to the report of travellers, she 
now resides with her husband at Anspach, in 
the dominions of Prussia ; in circumstances not 
only removed from affluence, but approaching 
penuiy, with a decayed health, indicating tliat 
her suOerings caunot last long. Oh! if the 

* Anecdotes des Femmes Marqiiantes, yoI. ii. p. 4%i» In 
a nou* it is stated that the Countess de Villelume, since she was 
forced to drink the glass of blooJ, cannot see any red Hqnor, 
even a glass of wine, vrilhout falling into fits! RcToIutionarj 
dcjnons, ^vhat atrocities have you not perpetrated j vhat cala- 
mities have vou not inliictod ? 

writer 
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writer of this narrative (to^ whom this amiable 
Jady is an utter stranger) had been left any 
thing of that once ample fortune, plundered 
by revolutionary banditti, how would he have 
blessed Providence for affording him the means 
of making the last days of such divine virtue 
comfortable, and the descent into the tomb easy 
and imperceptible ! ! ! But in this depraved and 
selfish age, those who have the means have sel- 
dom the will to relieve undeserved wretchedness. 
In the nineteenth century, heaven in its wrath 
has conQded the purse of the poor— of the des- 
titute> to the hands of those who generally Ice! 
for none but themselves ; whose petrified hearts 
are harder than that metal, which with them 
exclusively constitutes merit as well as respecta* 
bility ! 
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THE LUNATIC MARIE ANTOI- 
NETTE. 



IN the forenoon of the 9d of November 
17P4, a young and beautiful female about 
eighteen, dressed in the deepest mourning, 
attracted a crowd around her on the Pont-neuf 
by her lamentations and by her tears. By 
feeling expressions, and pathetic though in- 
coherent language and manners, she called for 
the pity, and demanded the support, of every 
passenger. She said that she was their.queen, 
whom regicides had beheaded, but whom Pro- 
vidence on that day, her former birth-day, had 
restored to life. She dis{)layed before the people 
some deep scars round her neck, the marks 
of the guillotine, which she said would never 
be healed before the Dauphin her son ascended 
the throne of his ancestors. Her good hus- 
band, their king, Louis XVI. she informed 
them would never more appear upon earth, 

- being 
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being seated in heaven on the riyht hand of hi» 
Saviour by the side of St Louis, where be prays 
to convert and forgive his assasems. She de- 
clared that alie every night visited her children 
in the Temple; but that she was ordered from 
above to phew htTssIf during the day, a living 
example of divine goodness, to warn Frenchmeu 
of eternal perdition. 

Slie inteiruptcd her speech every moment 
with prayers for the living and for the dead, 
for friends and f<jr foea. She always ended 
her devotion with impioring Divine Piovi- 
dence for the repose of the soul of Louis XVL 
and for the prcFervation of her son and daugh- 
ter. When a;ked by bruUd intruders whether 
she had beard any thing of Robespierre in the 
other world, she turned pale, and almost fell 
into fils ; but her tears relieved her, and she 
answered stammering: "Yes! yesl ah. how 
the monster K-jfiers! the devils day and nighf 
moving his entnilis with a red hot poker, burn- 
ing but never consuming them." 

The number of pei'sons collected round her, 

or rather the compassion she seemed to excite, 

caused the police-agent to dt:sire her to walk 

with him, as he wished to speak with her ; hut 

T 4 the 
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the mob interfered, saying it vras a cruelty to 
arrest an innocent and harmless woman, whose 
ins;inity itself was tenderness and charity, and 
no doubt the effect of some severe afflictions : 
he was tlierefore for that time obliged to relin- 
quish Ills prey. She had indeed, between praying 
and speaking, distributed among those near 
her, whose external a|)pearance bespoke want, 
both wliat money she had and a great part of 
lier clothes, and almost e\'ery thing but her 
mourning-gown. She refused however to part 
with a medallion having a portrait of Louis 
XVL on one side, and those of his two children 
the Princess Royal and tlie Dauphiu on the 
other. 

In a quarter of an hour the police-agent 
returned accompanied with eight gens-d'armes, 
and carried her off by force to the guard^^house^ 
and thence to the police-office; where, aftei: 
some questions, she was ordered to be shut up 
among the female lunatics in the hospital of 
La Salpetyiere. She had not been there many 
days before she began by the mildness of her 
chaniot»»r, by her gentility and compassionate 
bt?hL:%icur, and by some other qualities, to ob- 
\:\,\\ ;in rxtraordmary power and influence 

ever 
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over her fellow-sufferers ; who considered her as a 
superior being, or, as she would have it, as 
their sovereign^ and attended and waited on her 
as such. 

At La Satpettiire^ as well as in most other 
buildings in France, where persons afflicted 
with a derangement of their intellects are ccwh 
fined, small houses, or rather cabins, are con« 
structed in several rows, called les peiitt$ 
maiscms, where each individual occupies a se- 
parate one. Those who are raving, or sup» 
posed dangerous, are chained and shut iip 
Bight and day. The others known to be harm- 
less, are permitted to walk about between th^ 
TOW of houses in the inclosure during the day, 
^md are only locked up after dark. 

In a few weeks Maria Antoinette had or- 
ganised in this mad house a kind of courts 
then as unique in its kind ad those of the em- 
presses of the French and of the Haytians aie 
in our days ; with the only difference, that 
while their courtiers are guilty rogues with de- 
praved hearts, hers were innocent fools witfi 
disordered brains. She had her levees and 
her assemblies, her circles and her drawing- 
rooms^ her ladies in waiting and her favou- 

T 5 rites ; 
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rites ; all of whom she obliged to pray witb 
her, as well as to attend on her. 

In France the public mad-houses are open 
to all decent visitors; and the confined per- 
sons are permitted to receive presents in money, 
clothes, or in any thing not judged hurtful or 
dangerous. The scene on the Pont-neuf had 
made known to the Parisians the existence of 
poor Marie Antoinette, and she daily received 
some contribution bestowed by pity or by 
curiosity. Every thing given her she shared 
with her fellow-sufferers, with the exception 
of paper, which she wanted for her volumi- 
nous correspondence with all other sovereigns 
.of Europe, to whom she wrote by every mail, 
and for letters to her children, to whom she 
wrote twice a day. For certain hours every 
day she shut herself up in her small apart- 
ment, which she called her private cabinet, 
there to deliberate undisturbed on the affairs 
of state. To the surprise of all visitors, her 
letters and dispatches were, for the greatest 
part, sensibly, well, and properly written for 
the station of a sovereign, ^for the ranjt of a 
queen, and for the feelings of a mother. They 
displayed evident proofs not oply of a liberal 

education 
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education and a knowledge of the World, 
\)ut of talents above the usual level of her. 
sex. ' 

As long as she was saluted as a queen, ad- 
dressed as a princess, and treated with the re- 
spect she thought due to a person of such 
elevated birth, she would converse reasonably 
even for an hour together ; but if she was, con- 
tradicted, or treated with ridicule, contempt, or 
even neglect, she furst began. to talk absurdly^ 
then extravagantly, and generally concluded 
with falling into fits, from which she reco- 
;Vered sooner if those about her prayed aloud 
fox the repose of the soul of Louis XVL for 
the prosperity of his offspring, or for the re- 
storation of monarchy. 

Being exceedingly cleanly, and even nice 
in her. person, she always began the day by 
washing and cleaning herself, assisted by some 
other lunatic, whom she styled her maid of 
honour. That done, her room was swept and 
her bed made. She afterwards assembled 
round her all the other unfortunate recluses^ 
and read the morning-prayers according to the 
Jloman-catholic ritual in Latin, never leaving 
out, * * Domine fac salvum regem nostrum^ and 

t6 Domine, 
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Domine fac salvam reginam nostrum.** When 
the prayers were over, she took some milk and 
bread for her breakfast, which she ate m pub- 
lic. After breakfast she dismissed her attend- 
ants, and shut herself up to dispatch her 
correspondence, wliich occupied her till the 
hour of dinner. I'hat repast over, and prayers 
said, she gave audience to petitioners, heard 
complaints, decided the wrongs, and settled 
tli'J diftercnces of her lunatic subjects. These 
atlairs of state being arranged, she took some 
bread and milk for supper; and convoked hec 
attendants for evening prayers, which she said 
publicly. 
Twice in the week, on Wednesday and Sa- 
' turday, she held her public dmwing-room in 
the forenoon, and gave private audiences in 
the afternoon. On Sundays, some time after 
the grand mass was supposed to be over, when 
the weather was fine and permitted it, slie 
took a public walk between the two rows of 
petites maisonSy amounting in La Salpetriire 
to near one hiuidred and fifty, inspected her 
subjects and tbeir dwellings, complimented 
those she found clean and in order, and re- 
primanded those who were dirty, or who 

had 
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bad behaved disorderly. When the weather 
was rainy or cold, she invited some parti- 
cnilar favourites to her room to pray with 
her ; and afterwards ordered them to visit some 
inferior fiivourites, and to say prayers with 
them. 

When any one was ill, she always littended 
in person to administer their medicines or con- 
solation, and to pray with them. On such 
occasions she even took from her own neces- 
sary allowance to procure them relief or ocnn* 
fort By such a conduct, or from' cainet 
which even the medical men at Paris, even 
those who have made the disease and cure of 
madness their particular study, have not been 
able satisfactorily to explain ; she wais not onty 
respected, but feared by all those in a similar 
situation, and confined with her. 

Female lunatics are in France chiefly undeir 
the care of the sisters of charity, nuns of the 
religious order of charity. They have taken 
vows, and regai-d it as a sacred duty, to pass 
their lives in the abodes of misery, in prisons, 
in mad-houses, and hospitals, to relieve 'suf- 
fering humanity. They are never harsh, but 
always kind and humane to those they attend^ 

and 
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and therefore are always beloved, and seldom 
disobeyed ; but even they were sometimes 
under the necessity of calling the assistance of 
Marie Antoinette, whose sway and commLands 
none of the unfortunate jiersons resisted. She 
had estabhshed a kind of etiquette, or of po- 
lice. Those wlio offended lier, or were re- 
fractory, she excluded from her charity or her 
prayers. To be threatened with the queen's 
displeasure was alone a punishment sufficient to 
keep quiet and clean those who retained the 
-smallest portion of understanding. 

This sovereign of French lunatics obtained 
quarterly, from some unknown persons, a new 
w^ardrobe, and a sum of monev was left at the 
same time w^ith the superior sister of charity. 
It is not known from whom these regular pre- 
sents came. Many thought that they were 
fient by a secret royalist society ; others by her 
parents or relations. The former is impro- 
bable ; at that time, as ever since, the royalists 
were too little united, too poor, and too much 
persecuted, to perform such acts of charity.. 

Notwithstanding all researches of the police* 
and all attenipts of physicians and priests, her 
family name or who she was could never be 

discovefed. 
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discovered. . She said even on her deatb-bedf 
though tok-rably collected, that her name was 
l^Iarie Antoiiiette ; that she was an Austrian 
Arch-duchess, daughter of Maria Theresa, the 
Empress of Germany, when she was married 
to Louis XVI. The last words she spoke were, 
*' Thus expires a second time a Queen of France 
before lier son reigns." 

The cause of her death was as extraordioaiy 
as the latter part of her life had been. A httle 
old, plump, and ugly -woman, whow fiiTiry 
was to believe herself the Empress of Russia, 
^vas shut up in La Salpetriire. She not only 
refused to acknowledge the queen of France 
her superior, but one evening, when Marie 
Antoinette had gone early to bed, stole out of 
her room both her mourning dress, and the 
medallion with the portrait of Louis XVL 
and his children. Though the next day her 
lost treasure was restored, she never rccovoed 
from the effect of the outrage which ,^he 
thought offered to roj-alty in distress by an iio- 
postor and intruder. She no more appeared 
in public, but fell into a rapid decline, and 
expired on the aoth of July 1799. When it 
was known that she was dead, the pretended 
empress 
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empress of Russia T^'as nearly killed by the other 
lunatics, as the cause of the death of their queen» 
and the police was obliged to remove her to 
another mad- house.* 

* This . anecdote is translated almost fcrbatim from Le 
Voyageur Suis<^, p. Ill, 112, and 113* It is meotioBed s^so 
in Le Recueild'Anecdotes, p. 331 and S32. 
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VICTOIRE LAVERGNE, 

THE CONKUBIAL HEROINE. 



VICTOIRE Reignier \fa8 bora at An- 
gouleme tfie 8th of March 1773 ; and de- 
scended from parents whose fore&thers had oc- 
cupied the station of counsellors of pariiament; 
and dierefore belonged to what was formeil^ 
called in France la noblesse du robe^ or an 
inferior nobility to that acquired by miiitarf 
achievements. She 4iad been carefully edu« 
cated, and evinced from her youth both geniui 
and character. 

During the winter of 1790, a countryman of 
her*s, Louis Fraccois Lavergne Champ-Laurier, 
then a captain of infantry, paid his addresses 
to Mademoiselle Reignier. His age, being 
nearly sixty, and her youth and beauty, caused 
e\'ery one to consider his suit as the folly of a 
dotiird, which would encounter that repulse it 

deserved. 
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deseiTcd. la the beginning Mademoiselle 
Reignicr herself at first seemed ashamed of the 
Veteran /ralljint, and aften^'ards turned his gal- 
Jantr}' into ridicule ; but he was not so easily 
defeated. Under the banners of Mars he had 
long been a faiiliful worshipper of Venus, and 
was as well acquainted with the jargon and in- 
tri'aios of bou loirs as with the tactics and 
manoeuvres of camps. Having besides passed 
his life in the first company, and among men 
of rank and education, his manners were insi- 
nuating, and his language polished and per- 
suasive. He easily discovered the weak side 
of the object of his attachment and ambition, 
and against it he directed all his attacks : it 
was not without difficulty that any female 
could escape the snares laid by his experience 
and knowledge of the human heart. A few 
weeks were often sufiicient for him to succeed, 
where other and younger lovers had sighed in 
vain for months.* 

From the turn his attentions to Mademoi- 
selle Reignier had taken, he perceived that it 
was impossible for him to be beloved by her 

♦ Recueil d'AnecJotcs, p. QJO, 

if 



VICTOmt LAVERGNE. 4S7 

■file did not prcviouB'y command her esteem 
unci cnnfidGnce. He therefore seemed much 
affected ut ilie ridicule slie threw on hi* puslont 
and ncvi:r wont to any society where be could 
meet her ; and bIic, from tier natural goodncM, 
))lanied licrKclf f<jr her conduct, which had 
itiade an hoiii:^! nidii tind'^xt^rvi'dly iiuhapiiy, 
and wiuhcd lor uii opportunity to rt-pair her 
error. To th'w tflect her aunt, with whom she 
resided, invjttd Iiim by her dccirc to a dinner, 
wliere he wan lri-;itfd hoth with poIUunc-sn and 
distinction, bul not a word paHKvd on whiit had 
happened. OlKii'rving, liowt-vcr, tliat Made- 
moiselle ReigLilLT hhewcd great pretensions to 
fnuikneHK and eenerosity, be wrote to ber tlw 
next day the following' letl<^r. 

" Angoulcme, Janiianj 20i/t, 1701. 
" Do not bu afraid, MademoiaiUe, of read- 
ing any importunities from a. lover, 1 Imvo 
long ri^uounced a nume of wliioh you as well 
as myself judged mc unwortliy. IJul I um 
itiudi mistaken if (lie noldeiicHs of your, niind 
refusKH to be tbe friend of him you cannot 
love. AV'liat curious frienditliip, will you wiy, 
bttweeii a baclnlor of liinwscorc and a. girl 
of 
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of not eighteen ? But hear me before you be 
alarmed » aud read before you smile. 

'* I am approaching tlie end of my career, 
and you are entering on yours ; I ha7€ seen 
the world, and you only your neighbours; I 
have experience, you posi;ess genius ; my mind 
is firm, your heart is frank and compassionate; 
my instructions, my advice, my lessons, may 
not be entirely without tlieir utility, while you 
may deposit your secrets without danger with 
me as with a father or brother. As far as I 
have been able to judge, you have many ao- 
quaintances, many adorers, many rivals^ but 
no friend. 

** Such is your situation, but mine is mudi 
more to be pitied ; and therefore, instead of 
receiving, you confer an obligation, by per- 
mitting me to unbosom my mind to you as to 
a tender sister or sincere friend. The life o£ 
an old bachelor is wretchedness itself, let hii 
wealth be ever so great, or his rank ever so 
elevated. Venalitj', avarice, interest, atone 
suiTound him. He does not see near him a 
person who is not indifferent whether he goes 
to bed to sleep or to die ; or whom the gibbet 
alone docs not prevent from throwing poison 

into 
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into his breakfast, or stabbing him during his 
dinner; who does not regard his life as an eviU 
and his death as a blessing. If he knows .the 
vileness of mankind, and despises it as I do'^ 
he is miserable. If he be ignorant of its sel- 
fishness and duplicity, he is a dupe, and doubly 
to be pitied, because he caresses a viper when 
he thinks that he is fondling a friend. Thus 
is he circumstanced when in health. During' 
illness he is still worse off: and the sight of 
the furies of hell mu$t be less tormenting to 
the damned, than that of hired attendants and 
nurses to the sick ; persons who generally with 
the same feelings administer medicines to the 
living or a winding-sheet to the dead ; who 
with the same sang-froid lays the one down 
in the bed, or shuts the other up in a coffin* 
,When his last hour approaches, wh^t a^ sight! 
what a recollection! The cold hand of cu- 
pidity, of insensibility, is closing those eyes- 
for ever, which in vain turn round in search of 
tenderness, of compassion, of the affection 
of friendship, or even of the charity of hutna« 
nity. ^ ' : 

'* It may truly and really be said, that an 
old bachelor lives friendless, and di^s unpitted. 

Upon 
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Ui)on you alone it depends, my dear Made* 
nioiselle, to nmkc me an exception. Let me 
Hatter myself, or be kind enough to flatter 
nio, that should death overtake me in your 
vicinity, yon will bestow on me that conso- 
lation of generous friendship which in my last 
moments will make me bless you and regret 
existence, instead of cursing life and despising 
the universe.'** 

It api)ears that several other letters passed 
aftiTwards between them, and no doubt La- 
vcrgne im proved every opportunity to see or 
converse with her : as in a letter printed with 
the former, and dated March 18lh, 1791, she 
writes to him not only as a friend but as a 
lover ; 

** Danjon is not, as you imagine, the dan- 
gtrous man for your repose. He long ago 
pul)lished his sentiments : he is a republican, 
and I not only have for him an invincible 
aversion, but I hate him. No! a man who 
is a traitor to his king, can never be faithful to 
his wife ; and he who conspires against the 

♦ Anc(:Uot»'s> des Fommes Marquaiites, p, 85 et 84. 

public 
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had behaved disorderly. When the weather 
was rainy or cold, she invited some parti- 
cular favourites to her room to pray with 
her ; and afterwards ordered them to visit some 
inferior favourites, and to say prayers with 
them. 

When any one was ill, she always attended 
in person to administer their medicines or con- 
solation, and to pray with them. On such 
occasions she even took from her own neces- 
sary allowance to procure them relief or com* 
fort. By such a conduct, or from causes 
which even the medical men at Paris, even 
those who have made the disease and cure of 
madness their particular study, have not been 
able satisfactorily to explain ; she was not only 
respected, but feared by all those in a similar 
situation, and confined with her. 

Female lunatics are in France chiefly imdef 
the care of the sisters of charity, nuns of the 
religious order of charity. They have taken 
vows, and regai-d it as a sacred duty, to pass 
their lives in the abodes of misery, in prisons^ 
in mad-houses, and hospitals, to relieve 'suf- 
fering humanity. They are never harsh, but 
always kind and humane to those they attend^ 

and 
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tious spirit. And with regard to WS repub* 
licaiis nearer to our own times, inwfiat con- 
sisted their patriotism ? In dissemio^itiDg dis- 
content at home to obtain bribes frdB abtoad ; 
in disturbing the goverament of their country, 
" aca^rding to the plans of its enemies or rivab* 
whose pcn'iioners ihcy were. Do we not (ind 
tiie Tiiiraes of Sydney, of RusseU of Hampden, 
and other English republicans of the last cen- 
tury, frequently mentioned in the di8j>atches of 
our Fre'.ch ambassadors? And what was 
Louvoi's opinion of the Batavian De Witts? 
Are not men and the passions of men nearly 
always the same ? May it not be suspected 
that the dispatches of ihe French and English 
ambassadors of our days, were their contents 
known, alto make honourable mention of many 
pure and staunch republicans, the heroes of 
factions, and the idols of multitudes ? 

** Believe me, my friend, if I am of any 
value to you, and if I am productive of any 
happiness to your future days, you are not a 
little indebted to your lo}*al principles. It was 
your loyalty more than any other of your 
amiable qualities, that transformed my esteem 
into friendship^ and my friendship into afTec- 

lion. 
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tion. Without your loyalty I might have 
found your society agreeable, yoiir wit might 
have amused me, and your conversation irar 
proved my ignorance ; but when you had left 
me, I should have forgotten, and perhaps de- 
spised you; and depend upon it you would 
never have made any impression on my heart. 
I hope you have so good an opinion of my 
sincerity as to think, that I never would have 
consented to give ray hand to a man in whose 
favour my heart did not plead — to one whom 
it rebuked ; or that I would share my afTectioii 
with him whose sentiments were repugnant to 
my own. 

*• As to your mentioning so fi*equently your 
grey hairs, I consider it not as a reproach, but 
as a compliment to my choice, to my taste. 
Love and amiableness are of every age; they 
never grow eld. Do you not think that the 
feelings of a girl of my age, who declares that 
she loves a man of yours, have reached their 
maturity? that they are threescore, and that 
they are to be depended upon ? 

** I congratulate you on your promotion to a 
lieutenant-colonelcy, and I am ready to accom« 
pany you any where. The length of a journey 

VOL. II. u of 
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of five or six hundred miles, nay so many 
thousands, do not alarm me if by your side. 
As you must be at Longwy next May, let our 
marriage be celebrated in April. I should 

m 

like to pass my honey-moon among my acquaint- 
ances here. It is a duty, a reparation I owe to 
you, to my best and dearest friend/** 

Madame Lavergne accordingly went to re- 
side at Longwy with her husband, who had 
been appointed by the. king a commander of 
tlirit fortress, considered as one of the keys of 
TrancG. Her conduct there was so exemplary, 
that when, fifteen months afterwards, the com- 
bined forces of Austria and Prussia threatened 
those frontiers with an invasion, all the princi- 
pal families in the vicinity offered her a refuge 
to avoid witnessing the horrors of a siege. 
She determined however not to abandon her 
husband, for whom she daily felt an increased 
affection, and who possessed the esteem and 
consideration of all the inhabitants c^ the 
place. 

In August 1799, the invaders advanced in 
two columns; one of which invested Thion- 

* Anecdotes des Fcmmcs Marquantes, toI. ii. page 87 and 

8B. 
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Villc ; but as they were unprovided with artil- 
leiy for a siege, they couid not make any ini- 
pression on that city. The other column con- . 
sisted of six thousand men under the com* 
mand of General Clayrfait. It was attended 
with every thing necessary for a siege, and 
Longwy, after being summoned, was attacked 
in form. The garrison of that place consisted 
of two thousand six hundred men, of whom 
two thirds were national guards, undisciplined^ 
licentious, and never before exposed to tHc 
fire of an enemy. Their example influenced , 
the troops of the line, who, instead of perform- 
ing their duty on the ramparts as they were 
ordered by their commander, joined the na- 
tional guards in the clubs, harangued when 
they should have fougl^t, and made patriotic 
motions, instead of performing militaiy 
achievements. 

Two deserters informed the Austrian gene- 
ral of the confusion that pervaded the garri* 
son, and of the mutinous disposition of the 
troops. He changed therefore his plan of a 
regular siege into a bombardment, which in 
fifteen hours burnt or destroyed forty-six 
houses^ and killed or wounded nearly two hun* 

u2 dred 
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dred persons of both sexes. When Lavergne 
commanded a column of eight hundred of his 
men to make a sortie and demolish the nearest 
batteries, which occa^sioned the greatest da- 
mage» they refused to a man to march, al- 
though he offered to head them. About that 
time General Clayrfait sent another summons^ 
menacing to reduce within twelve hours the 
whole fortress to a heap of ruins : and after- 
wards not to listen to any other surrender but 
at discreti(»n, and to give up every thing to 
pillage. The municipality, accompanied by 
the most respectable citizens, therefore waited 
on the commander, and desired him to capitu- 
late, as all rei>istance was ineffectual, and no 
hope of succours from 'without could be ex- 
pected, since General Luckner had been 
forced by the Prussians to retreat towards 
Champagne. lie refused however to listen to 
their representations, and had already written 
an answer to the summons, declaring his deter- 
mination to defend himself to the last ex- 
tremity, when his house was forced by several 
hundred of the mutinous troops, followed by 
terrified women and children, insisting upon a 
capitulation with the enemy. He was then 

under 
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under the absolute necessity of opening tlie 
gates to the Austrian^, who entered Longwy 
on tlie 29d of August.* 

Thuugh Lavergne was wlU acqiuiiiiteil with 
the injustice of the revolutionary government, 
and with the cruelty of the rebels in power, so 
certain was he of having done bis duty, that 
when in the following Octol>erf the Pnissiaiis 
restored to France this fortress conquered by the 
Austrians, he refused to emigrate, but repaired 
to Paris, and delivered to the minister of the war 
department, Servait, a memorial, containing 
the verified particulars of alt the occurrences 
preceding the surrender of Longwy. This 
minister was so satisfied with his conduct, that 
he offered Lavergne the rank of a general, 
and to employ him in the army under General 
Custine ; an offer which that officer from mo- 
tives of delicacy declined ; France being then 
a republic, whicit he as a true royalist refused 
to serve', preferring honour to rank, and an 
honourable retreat to a disgraceful employ- 
ment, f 

During that terrible year, 1793, he conti- 

* Les Annates Militairei, lol. i. p. 60. 
t Ibid. io\. i. p. 62. 
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nued to reside undisturbed with his lovely wife 
on a small estate near their native town Angou- 
lenie. It was not till the 4th of January 1794, 
that the committee of public safety issued a 
mandate of arrest against him. He would 
perliaps have remained longer unnoticed, had 
not his memorial to Servan, which this mini9« 
ter, on his dismission, had deposited with the 
committee of public safety, implicated Du- 
quesnois, then a lieutenant in the national 
guards, but whose brother, when a national 
deputy with the army of the north, promoted 
him m 1793, at one step to be a general, and 
of course a man of consequence among the 
sanguinaiy revolutionists. Hearing of I^a- 
vergne's inculpation, he demanded permissioii 
to justify himself in appearing as a witaesa 
against his former commander when before the 
revolutionary tribunal, which was assented 
to.* 

When the gens-d'armes with a commissary 
of police came to arrrest Lavergne, he had 
been unwell for some time, and was extremely 
weak ; but notwithstanding his situation, and 

♦ Les Annales du Terrorisme, p. 264. 
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the entreaties and offers of his wife to pay all 
the expences of a commodious carriage to con- 
vey him to Paris, a distance of three hundred 
miles, he was put into a common cart with six 
other suspected persons. During ' the whole 
journey, she was by the side of the cart, scHne- 
times on foot and ^metimes on horseback; 
and her kind attentions, though they could not 
restore him to health, cheered his drooping 
spirits. Arrived at Paris, he was shut up in 
the prison called the Conciergerie, where ^he 
was not admitted, either to lighten ^his fettelt^ 
or to alleviate his sufferings.* 

A French author relates the fbOoWing mt^ 
resting particulars of this connubial heroine;- of 
her stay at Paris ; of- her aflbctionate endea- 
vours to save her husband; of her noble 
resolution to die with him whom ^e had been 
unable to preserve ; and of her patriotism couyi 
rageously toavow in her last moments in the 
midst of a horde of regicide assassins, thos0 
glorious and loyal principles, which had con^ 
stituted the pride, the happiness, and the glory 
of her life. 

* Leg Annates du Terrorisme, page S66. 
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** The beautiful and accomplished Madame 
Lavergiie," says the author,* •* had been 
married but a very t^hort time to M. Lavergne, 
governor of Longwy, when that fort surren* 
dered to the Austrians. When her husband 
was afterwards conducted to prison at Paris 
i!:he followed him to the capital. She was then 
scarcely twenty years of age, and one of the 
loveliest women of France. Her husband was 
upwards of sixty, yet his amiable qualities first 
won her esteem, and his tenderness succeeded 
to inspire her with an affection as sincere and 
fervent as that which he possessed for her. 
That dreadful epoch of the revolution had 
already arrived, when the scaffold daily 
reeked with the blood of its unfortunate 
victims; and while Lavergne expected eveiy 
hour to be summoned before the dreaded tri« 
bunal, he fell sick in his dungeon. This a<S« 
cidenty which at any other moment would 
have filled the heart of Madame Lavergne with 
grief and inquietude, now elevated her to liope 
and consolation. She could not believe there 
existed a tribunal so barbarous, as to bring, a 

* Anecdotes of Women, p. 19 et seq. and Anecdotes des 
Femmes Marquames, yoI il. p. 155et seq. 

man 
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man before his judges, wiio was sufferins under 
a burning fever. A perilous disease, she 
imagined, was tlie present safe-guard of her 
~ husband's life; and sho promised herself that 
the fluctuation of events would change hia Jls- 
tiny, and finish in his favour that which nature 
had so opportuni ly begun. Vain expectation [ 
Tlie name of Lavergne had been irrevocubly 
inscribed on the fatal list of the 11 111 Gernii- 
nal, years, or of March 31s>t, 1794, and he 
was obliged on that day to submit to his fati;. 

*' Madame Lavergne, informed of this decU 
eVon, had recourse to tears and supplications. 
Persuaded that she could soften the hearts of 
the repreaenfcitives of the people, by a fiiith[i.i 
picture of her husband's situation, she presented 
herself before the Committee of General 
Safety. She requested that his trial should 
be delayed, representing him as he really was, 
a prey to a dangerous and cruel disease, de- 
prived of his stn-nglh, of his fiiculties, and of 
all those powers both of body and mind, which 
could enable him to confront his unfeeling and 
arbitrary accusers. ' Imisgine, ch cifizt-n^!' 
said the agonized wife of Lavergne, ' such an, 
unfoituiutte being as I have desa-ibed, dragged 
u 3 before 
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\n{itu* a tril)ini:il nhoiti to ilrruli* upon U\h life, 
%vliilr rciiHoii lorwiUrM liirii, whilt! h«' csiniiot. uti^ 
ilcrtiiiKl Ok* chur^i'M bronghi aguiriht liitn, nor 
liJiM huillrimf. powir c>r wiU'taucv in ilfrclure his 
innociMirc. Ilis ucniHiTH in full jmswrion of 
llj< ir ni(»nil 'iUid pliyHi(r:il fiir.'ultirM^ ami alrifirly 
iiil1;iinr<l '.villi liuircd ii^'ainht him^ arc in»ti« 
giii«(l (vrn l)y IiIh h<'lpl(*H.sn<tHH to more than 
onliti:iry cxfitlons of nialia;; while the ac- 
ru iMJ, iuIhIuimI by hoclily Muiffrin^ and mrn* 
till tnfirinity, is ap|)alli'd und f4upi(i(;dt and 
)i;ii< jy fiii:>tjiiiiH ilw drr^H of hin minemble i-x* 
i?*i«ii(«-. Will yon, (di cili/mM of France! call 
:l tiuLii \u tiud whilr in tlh* phrctn/.y of deli- 
rium ' Will yon itnuinion him who ih peihapH 
ill ihii nioincnt, (xpiritif; tipon the lied of {Niint 
lo h'.ii tli:it \vrrvtHii\t\v HiinUfiw wliich ail- 
inilM of no MK-diinn lM'tw<'i;n lilx.'riy and tht; 
j.c.ill'oid ? — iin<i, if yon uniM: humanity with 
jn'.lirj , ( ;iti yon NndiiT aw old man—' At thetK; 
wokIh (vny (y<- w:iM tijrn(;d ufion Madame 
l/LVf r/;nc, \vlio:;( yf»nih and hraiity^ contruDUxl 
Willi IIm id<a of an a^cd and inlirm huMlxind, 
y\'i\'i'. I'v.t: t<» very diiVrffnt rmotiouH in the 
\tU',i}A<A of ilir iricnilH Hi of the c'ommitU;!!, from 
ilioMf with which mIm: hiul m (;loc|ucntly sought 

to 
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to tnapire them. The brutes interrupted her 
witJi coarse jests and indecent niilleiy. One 
of thii members assured her with a. scornful 
smile, that young and handsome as she was, 
it would not he so dillicult as she seemed to 
imagine, lo find means of consolation for the 
loss of a liiisbatid, who, in the common course 
of nature, liad lived already long enough. 
Another of them, equally uufeeling^ and still 
more ferocious, added, that the fervour witli 
which she had pleaded the cause of such an 
husband \^'us an unnatural ercest, and there- 
fore the committee could not attend to her 
petition. 

" Horror, indignation, and despair, seized 
the soul of Madame Lavergiie. She had heard 
the purest and most exalted aft'ection for one" 
of the worthiest of men contemned and vili- 
fied as a degraded appetite. She had been ■ 
W'antonly insulted while demanding justice,, 
by the administrators of the laws of the great- 
nation, and she rushed in ■silence from the pre- 
sence of these inhuman wretches to hide the 
Vtursting agony of her sorrows. One faint ray 
of hope yet arose to cheer the gloom of her 
de:»pondency. Dumas was one of the judges ' 
v6 of 
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of the revolutionary tribimal, and him she had 
known prtvious to Uic revolution, and then 
often given him alms when a friar. Her re- 
pugnance to t^eok this man in his new career 
was subdued by a knowledge of his power and 
h(T hopes of his influence. She threw herself 
at his feet, bathed them with her tears, and 
conjured him by all the claims of mercy and 
humanity, to prevail on the tribunal to delay 
the trial of her husband till the hour of his re- 
covery. Dumas replied coldly, that it was not 
in his j)owcr to grant the favour she solicited, 
nor should he chuse to make such a request of 
the tribunal : then, in a tone somewhat ani- 
mated by insolence and sarcasm, he added, * and 
is it then so great a misfortune. Madam, to b^ 
delivered from a troublesome husband of sixty, 
whose death will leave you at liberty to employ 
your youth and charms more usefully ?' 

** Such a reiteration of insults roused the un- 
fortunate wife of Lavergne to desperation. She 
shrieked with unsupportable anguish, and 
rising from her humble posture, she ext«[u]ed 
her arms towards heaven and exclaimed : * Just 
God! will not the crnnes of these atrocious 
men awaken thy vengeance ? Go, monster,* 

she 
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she cried to Dumas, ' 1 no longer iraat tlqr aid. 
I no longer need to supplicate thy pity : aw:^ 
to the tribunal, there will I ako appear : then 
^lall it be knowii whether 1 deaerre tbe out- 
rages whidi thou and th; base associates hava 
heaped upon me.' 

"From llie presence of ihe odious Diinias, 
and wi^ a ti.xed detennhiacion to quit a life 
that was now become hateful to her, Midame 
Lavei^e repaired to the hall of the tribunal, 
and misius; witli tlie crowd waited id silence 
for the hour of trial. The atrocious prooeed- 
uigs of the <ljy commence— M. Larergne is 
called, 'ihe juilors enter carrjing him oa a 
matrass ; ii. few questions arc a'^ked him, to 
which he answers in a feeble and dying vsicer 
and sentence of death is pronouDced upm huDV 

" Scarcely hadthe sentence peKedtfae lipa' 
of the judge, when Uadame Lairergne cried; 
witli a loud voice, Fioe k RmJ The penona 
nearest the place where she stood e^eriy «ir- 
rounded, and endeavoured to aiknoe faer; - but > 
the more the astonishment and sbno of ifav> 
multitude augmented, the owre loud andve*. 
hement became her cries of Vive le Bai ! The 
guard was called and directed to lead her 
away. 
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away. She was followed by a numerous crowt 
mute with consternation and pity; but th 
staircase and passages still resounded every in* 
stant with Vive le lioi ! till she was conducted 
into one of the rooms belonging to the court of 
justice, into which the public accuser came to 
interrogate her on the motives of her extraor- 
dinary conduct. • I am not actuated,' slie re- 
plied, * by any sudden impulse of despair or 
revenge for the condemnation of M. Lavergne, 
but from the love of royalty, which is rooted in 
my heart. I adore the government you have 
destroyed. I do not expect any mercy from 
you, for I am your enemy ; I abhor your regi- 
cide republic, and will persist in the confession 
I have publicly made as long as I live.' 

" Such a declaration was without reply. The 
name of Madame Lavergne v^as instantly added 
to the list of suspected [)erson8. A few mi- 
nutes afterwards she was brought before the 
tribunal, when she again uttered her own ao 
cusation in calling out Vi\:e le Roi/ and was 
condemned to die. From that instant the 
gitation of her spirits subsided, serenity took 

ossession of her miud^ and her beautiful coun« 

tenance 
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tenance announced only the peace and 8a.ti^ao* 
tion of her soul! 

" On the day of execution Madame La- 
vergne lirst ascended the cart, and desired to 
be 80 placed that she might see her husband. 
The wretched M. Lavergne had lallen into a 
swoon, and was in that condition extended 
upon straw in the cart at the feet of his wife, 
without any signs of life. On the way to the 
place of the scaffofd, the motion of the cart 
had loosened the bosom of Lavergne's shirt, and 
exposed his breast to the wind and sun, til! 
his wife intreated the executioner to take a pin 
from her handkerchief, and fasten his shirt. 
Shortly afterwards Madame Lavergue, whose 
attention was never withdrawn for a singk- mo- 
ment from iier husband, perceived that his senses 
returned, and called him by his name. 

At the sound of that voice whose melody 
had so long been withheld from him, Lavergne 
raised his eyes, and fixed them on her with a 
look at once expressive of tenor and afl'ection. 
" Do not be alarmed, my friend," she said, 
*' it is your faithful wife who called you: you 
know I could not live without you, and we are 
going to die together!" Larergne burst into- 
tears 
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tears of gratitude^ of admiration ; sobs and teanr 
relieved the oppression of his breaking heart ; 
and he became once more able to express his 
love and reverence of his virtuous wife. The 
scaflbldy which was intended to separate, unite 
them for ever!! !" 

Some few hours before her execution^ Ma- 
dame Lavergne wrote to her cousin Celestine 
Roguierc these lines : 

** Concicrgeric, March Slst, 1794, Nine 
o'clock in the morning* 

** Rejoice, dearest Celestine ! when you read 
this letter your friend is among the blessed, 
and inliabils the same paradise with St. Louis 
and Louis XVL Yes : Providence in its bounty 
has granted her the only consolation, the only 
' comfort in the world for which she has prayed: 
lb die by the side of a beloved husband^ upon the 
scaffold sanctified bi/ the pure blood of an adored 
king ! Oh ! my heavenly Creator 1 what have I 
done to deserve sue h a happiness, and to expire, 
accused of no other crime but my loyalty, and 
accused of it by none but myself !— Receive, 
my Saviour ! receive, St. Louis ! and receive, 
thou no less holy saint, Louis XVL with good^^ 

ness^ 
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iiesa, with condescension, thishumble'eacrifice, 
the life of a feeble female, who flies with con- 
fidence towards you from a country where her 
God has no ultiirs, and Iter king no throne 1 

" You heard me say, my friend, on my wed- 
ding-day : ' Lavergne, here is my hand pre- 
sented you by my heart, which shall cease to 
beat the instant you are no longer counted 
amonj; the living!' I always intended to ac- 
company my husband to the grare: not by 
suicide: it was contrary to my rehgion; bull 
knew I wanted not ti> resort to it ; the sight of 
the corpse of him who so deservedly possessed 
all my alfection, would always have produced 
the effect of' thunder on my frame. Little 
however did I ever think to find an opportunity 
to convince my dear, dearest Lavergne, of the 
sincerity of my declaration. Thank God! all 
doubts are now removed ; he will now find me 
as fiiithful before the executioner, as I swore to 
•■be t>efore the priest. 

" But to what humiliations was I not forced 
to submit before I reached this height of all my 
wishes! I found that long illness had enervated 
the naturally strong mind of Lavergne i I waited 
therefore upon his and my assassins, not to im- 
plore 
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plore their mercy , but to obtain a delay sufficient 
for him to recover his strength ; but in vain ; 
the banditti outraged ray feelings when they 
obser\'ed that they were not able to d^'ade 
them. 

" How agreeably surprised will not my beloved 
Lavergne be when he sees me by his side upon 
the same scaffold ! He is not yet informed of 
the constancy and fidelity of his Victoire ; who 
even since her condemnation has not been 
permitted to see or to converse with him. If 
it is possible I shall obtain the favour of dying 
fu-st, and by it inspire my enfeebled husband 
with resignation if not with firmness. God bless 
my dearest Celestine.— I can say no more. The 
executioner is waiting !"* 

Madame Lavergne w^as beautiful and elegant 
in her person — above the middle size. Her 
fece was oval ; her eyes black ; and her hair 
and complexion fair. 

Indian fanaticism may collect faggots and 
erect funeral piles. Female superstition may 
suffer them to be lighted for destruction ; 
but there is only beheld religious tyranny op- 

* Anecdotes des Femmes Marquantes, vol. ii. p, 166 and 
167. 

pressing 
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pressing weakness, or religions oppression tj— 
rannizing over ignorance : there is only seen tlie 
effect of terror and seduction upon cold and 
passive obediente, The enlightened reason 
and the free will are however no where found. 
Indian wives immolate themeelves from fear of 
perdition, not from affection to their husliands. 
No where in history do we lind such an instance 
(taken with all its circumstances] as the present 
of connubial heroism. To the honour of royalty 
Mi* illustrious heroine was a royalht. Republi- 
cans! what are your immoral and libertine 
AspaSias ; your ^ctious, unnatural, and hard- 
* hearted mother of the Gracchi ; or your in- 
triguing, corrupted Madame Roland ; to a 
Victoire Lavergne, who at the age of twenty 
voluntarily and courageously sacrificed herself 
upon the altar of loyalty and Hymen with a 
husband of i^ixty ! ! 1 
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